Learning Center
Course Expectations 2024-2025
Dr. Nohrden, Instructor
pnohrden@washoeschools.net

Purpose:

Learning Center is an alternative method of instruction whereby students may learn on their own using individually paced instruction from Edgenuity.  Although students may work at their own pace, each course of instruction must be completed by a target date, typically a week before the end of the semester.  Learning Center is a working class, and students will have little opportunity for socializing.  Although it is not always the case, students work on courses in which they failed to pass in previous semesters, and most Learning Center courses are necessary in order to allow students to graduate with their peers.

Progress Monitoring:

Students may check their progress in a particular course at any time to make sure that they are on track for finishing on time.  After the first couple of weeks of the semester, parents will receive weekly reports via email showing student progress. Students should strive to maintain adequate course pacing.  If by the end of the semester, a student has not completed at least 25% of a regularly scheduled course, the course will be disabled, the student will receive a failing grade, and the course will have to be repeated.

Edgenuity Policies:

Learning Center will be conducted in accordance with the Edgenuity Policies, which are attached to this document and made a part of these Course Expectations. A separate form will need to be signed and initialed by the students and signed by the parents and turned in.

Attendance:

Students are required to attend class during scheduled class time.  Missed class time cannot be “made up” by working more at home.  Nevada State attendance requirements for course completion are the same for Learning Center as any other high school class.  Additionally, Edgenuity tracks attendance based upon student actual participation in their online Edgenuity course.

Academic Integrity

The temptation is great, especially while students are working on computers, But cheating is strictly forbidden. Any incidences of cheating in any form, including plagiarism and using artificial intelligence, will result in the student receiving a grade of zero on any assignment associated with dishonesty. The student will not be allowed to repeat the assignment. Frequent incidents in the same course will result in the student failing the course and having to repeat it. Students cheating on pre-tests will have the ability to pre-test disabled.

Early Course Completion:

Students who finish their coursework before the target completion date may work on other classes in Learning Center.  They may not socialize with other students during the time scheduled for Learning Center, even if the other students are likewise finished.

Restrooms:

Requests by students to use the restrooms will not be unreasonably denied, so long as such requests are genuine.  Students who are constantly using restroom breaks to avoid work, to socialize with their friends, or for other reasons will be escorted to the restroom by a member of the school’s administrative staff.  The best practice would be for students to use the restroom before class.

Cell Phones:

Learning Center students may not have cell phones or other electronic devices during the time scheduled for Learning Center.  If a student brings a cell phone or other device to class, that cell phone or other device will be stored in a place designated by the teacher.  There are no exceptions to this rule.  If a student must be contacted by a parent or guardian during class, that parent or guardian should call the office at 775-851-5656. If a student is seen with a cell phone during class, the cell phone will be sent to Student Services for storage.

Homework:

All Learning Center work is designed to be completed in class.  However, a student may likewise work at home, except that unit tests and final exams must be taken in the classroom.

Communications:

Out-of-class communications between student and teacher will be by email.  Emails to students will be to their official school email address, which is their student ID number followed by “@washoeschools.org.” Students must check their school email daily and promptly respond to any information requested by the teacher.  All communications to the teacher outside of class should be by email to pnohrden@washoeschools.net.

Classroom Rules:

Students are expected to act like adults.  However, because people sometimes forget where they are, they sometimes must be reminded on how to act.  Below are the seven essential rules for student conduct in Learning Center:

1.  Be at your seat and working by the time the bell rings.
2.  Talk only when I allow it.
3.  Remain in your assigned seat unless otherwise directed.
4.  No head coverings (except for religious or medical reasons).
5.  Do not eat.
6.  Leave your electronics, including ear buds, turned off and stored in the designated place.
7.  Do not throw. Anything. Ever.

Laptop Computers:

Students assigned to a Learning Center class that is not in a computer lab must bring their own laptop computers to class.  If the student does not have a laptop that can be brought to class, the student may check one out of the library for the duration of the school year.  Forms are available for this and must be signed by both the student and a parent or guardian.
