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Principal’s Pen-Rhonda Van Deusen 

Dear Parents,  

As you know, Mamie Towles is scheduled for 

revitalization this summer. The project includes new 

windows, new bathrooms and sinks in the classrooms, new 

paint, carpet, tack-able walls, and new classroom furniture. 

We are also scheduled to receive a new floor in the MPR and 

in the computer lab, a fence to secure the perimeter of the 

campus, and new paint on the outside of the school. All 

classrooms will also receive new 65 inch. Activ-Panels (aka 

Smart Boards) that will act as a computer screen and become 

interactive with other technology that we hope to purchase.   

Since this is such a big project and our summers have 

shortened with the Balanced Calendar, the WCSD School Board has approved Towles and four other elementary 

schools, also being revitalized this summer, to extend summer vacation by two weeks. This means that students 

will return to Towles on August 22, 2016 for the first day of school of the 2016-2017 school year.   

In order to make up the two weeks, we will have to forfeit our fall break and the last week of our winter 

break next year. You will soon be receiving a letter from WCSD explaining the adjusted calendar. I wanted to let 

you know now so you can make your summer, fall, and winter plans accordingly.  

If you have any questions about our revitalization or next year’s school calendar, please don’t hesitate to contact 

me. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 Feb 9 - PTO Meeting 6-7pm 

 Feb 12 - Yearbook Cover 

Contest entries due 

 Feb 15 - NO SCHOOL-Presidents 

Day 

 Feb 19 - Spell-A-Thon kickoff 

Assembly 

 Feb 23 - Coffee & 

Conversation with Principal 

9am 

 Feb. 19-March 11
th
 Collect 

Mamie Towles Spell-A-Thon 2016 

                                                  
What is it for? The Mamie Towles Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) raises money to support teacher requests, school activities and 

technology needs for our school. There will be an assembly to get all student excited about testing and prizes on February 19th! 
Goal: $10,000 or an average of $25/student. 

What you can do: Using the Spell-A-Thon pledge packet given out on assembly day, find sponsors to pledge money for participation. 
The Spell-A-Thon test is scheduled for Friday, February 26th. In the packet is a list of practice spelling words for your child to study. 

Kindergarten classes will be tested on 12 words and all other grades will be tested on 25 words. 
Spell-A-Thon test day: Friday, February 26th. All students will receive a special new pencil to use on the test. When the tests are 

completed, they will be collected and graded. Students will know the results by the end of the day! 
From February 19th to March 11th Students find sponsors and collect their pledge money. Make checks payable to Mamie Towles PTO. All 

pledges are fully tax-deductible. 
Walmart Gift Card Lottery: All students who raise at least $25 will have their name entered into a drawing to win one of ten $25 gift cards to Walmart! 

Students will receive an additional entry for every $25 raised. For example, if your child raises $100, their name will receive 4 entries into the drawing. 
Lunch with Mrs. Van Deusen: The top 5 money earners will have a special catered lunch with Mrs. Van Deusen. 

Popcorn Party: The classroom that earns the most money in each grade will receive a popcorn party. One class in every grade will get a party! 
Trophies: The classroom that spells the most words correctly in each grade will receive a special 

Spell-A-Thon Champion trophy to display in their classroom! 

Questions? Contact Rori Lee at 775-338-2008 or rorilee@gmail.com. 
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 NEWS! NEWS! NEWS! NEWS! 

                     
 Skate Night was a huge success! We had 87 skaters 

hit the floor.  That raised $217.50 for our FUNds.  This 
money goes towards supporting technology, field trips and 
teacher requests.  Thank you so much for making these 
events not only successful, but fun as well. Our next 
FUNDraising event will be our annual Spell-a-Thon.  This is 
our favorite FUNdraising event because 100% of the money 
raised stays at Mamie Towles. 

 

 We had our Spelling Bee Jan. 19, 2016.  There 

were 10 finalists, 5 from Mr. Berg’s class and 5 from Mrs. 

Marks class. Mr. Berg’s class: Thomas Cabanero, Nick 

Monsour, Jessalyln Quintero, Rhiannon Gross-Perez, 

Jordyn Hale.  Mrs. Marks class: Calvin Eaton, Melanie 

Otuafi, Christopher Payne, Brandi Alicea, Lexy Wade.  Our 

Towles winner is Thomas Cabanero, and our runner-up is 

Calvin Eaton.  The Washoe County School Dist. Spelling 

Bee will be held at the Joe Crowley Student Union on the 

UNR campus On Ja nuary 28th. Congratulations!  

 
 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER 

 

Dear Parents,  
During the month of February I will be delivering 

classroom guidance lessons to your children on how to 

stay safe. Students will learn to trust their instincts and 

know how to respond when they sense danger or are 

concerned about their safety. They will learn where they 
can go and who they can talk to if they have a problem. 

Using demonstrations, role-plays and songs, students 

will practice standing up to a bully, safety rules to use 

around strangers and what to do if they are experiencing 

“unsafe” situations. It is important to have conversations 

about safety at home. Below are some useful tips to help 
you have those talks with your children.  

Safety tips to help keep children safe: 

 Teach your children their full names, address, and home 

telephone number. Make sure they know your full name. 

 Make sure your children know how to reach you at work 

or on your cell phone. 

 Instruct children to keep the door locked and not open 

the door to talk to anyone when they are home alone. 

 Remind kids to take a friend whenever they walk or bike 

to school. Remind them to stay with a group f they’re 

waiting at the bus stop. 

 Caution children never to accept a ride from anyone 

unless you have told them it is OK. 

 Remind children it is OK to say NO to anything that makes 

them feel scared, uncomfortable, or confused and teach your 

child to tell you if anything or anyone makes them feel this 

way.  

Thank you for your support in this partnership to keep our 

children safe at home and at school! 

Claire Vernon ,Counselor 
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TECH TIDBITS  
In December our older students explored two coding sites, https://code.org/ and 
https://scratch.mit.edu.  They earned fifty coding certificates (brag binder in the lab) while participating in 

a global movement reaching tens of millions of students in 180+ countries with An Hour of Code program. 
You’ve seen the craze for learning code. But what exactly is coding? Coding is what makes it possible for us 
to create computer software, apps and websites. Your browser, your OS, the apps on your phone, Facebook, 
and this website – they’re all made with code. 

Learning coding empowers you to do many things you wouldn’t otherwise be able to do. These things 
include hand-crafting your own websites, becoming a career coder or even starting a technology business. 
Most importantly, you’ll be able to understand the technology shaping your world. 
You’ve undoubtedly heard or read somewhere that everyone needs to learn coding, right? Well, people say 
that for a reason! Whether you’re looking for a career in the industry, starting a new hobby or just wanting 
to understand technology, you can benefit from learning coding. 
Source http://www.codeconquest.com/ 
Great Job Students 
 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
As the school year progresses many of our playground balls have disappeared.  Various students have 
mentioned the equipment rolled down the street during our high winds. Please check around your house to 
see if any of these balls rolled down the street during the high winds.  Our supply of equipment is 
dwindling.  Also during winter break all of our heavy duty hula hoops disappeared from the outdoor 
storage area.  If anyone know their location it would be greatly appreciated to help them return to the 
hands of our students. Thank You in Advance for your support. 

 

Multicultural Night Reminder 

Wednesday, March 16th 

 

Celebrate your family’s heritage with delicious food and fun from different cultures. Bring your favorite dish to 
our International Potluck. Join us for great food, international crafts, and view classroom artwork from our 

students. Come celebrate with our multicultural Mamie Towles families. Please note that dinner is FREE to all 
families who bring a dish for the potluck! If you are unable to bring a dish, dinner will be $8 per family. Please 
contact Adriana Castillo (775-771-1784) if you have questions about food or Casey Fleischer (775-830-1255) 

if you can volunteer to serve food and/or help with games and crafts tables. 


