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September 2015 Newsletter 
 

Towles Tidbits  

PTO NEWS 

On behalf of the Mamie Towles PTO, we would like to welcome 

everyone back to school. Our PTO met several times over the 

Summer and we have some great activities planned for the 2015-

2016 school year. We kicked-off the school year last week with our 

Back-to- School Bonanza. For those of you that were unable to 

attend, we had food, raffles and an opportunity to meet and talk 

with Ms. Van Deusen and our teachers. We received 24 new PTO 

memberships and sold lots of Towles Spirit Wear. As a reminder, 

Fridays are Mamie Towles Spirit days, so make sure and show 

some Towles pride and wear your spirit wear each Friday.  

I am looking forward to working with all of our parents, teachers 

and staff this year to make Mamie Towles and all of our Super Stars 

shine! Our next events are the Kinder Reception on August 17th, 

PTO Meeting on August 18th and the annual Balloon Breakfast 

on September 11th. We look forward to seeing you there.  

If you have feedback for the PTO or are interested in getting more 

involved, please contact me at  brooke_@hotmail.com or 772-

0469. Enjoy the rest of these warm August weeks.  

Brooke Wong, PTO President 

 

Parents/Guardians play a vital part in the Towles Family, and our goal this year is get more parents/guardians 
involved. Now is the perfect time to PLEDGE 2 HOURS to the PTO. We know how busy all parents/guardians 
are and that sometimes our events doesn't always fit in with everyone schedule. So this year we have initiated 
the Pledge 2 Hours to the PTO! This can be for anything, helping out in the class room, Starbucks Reward days, 
making copies, and volunteering for the big events that we have scheduled this year. Once you have completed 
your 2 hours you will be recognized as a Superstar Parent in the Multipurpose room! 

Upcoming Events 

 August 17th-First  

Day of Kinder-Kinder 

Reception 9:00 am 

 

 August 18th-PTO 

Meeting 6:00-7:00 

 

 August 25th-Back to 

School Night-6:00-

7:00 

 

 Sept. 7th-Labor Day-

No School 

 

 Sept. 11th-Balloon 

Breakfast-8:00-9:00 am 

 

 Sept. 15th-Skate Night 

5:30-7:30 

 

mailto:brooke_@hotmail.com
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So I am challenging each classroom to make it a priority to get as many memberships as you can! The 
classroom with the most memberships will win their very own popcorn party, time 
and date to be decided.  

The PTO is not a secret society and we welcome everyone! Another new feature this 
year is our class parent. A Super Star Class Parent is the parent that PTO would love 
to have to represent their child's class, it will also help the PTO know what a class 
might need. The Parent-Teacher Organization (PTO) can not do it without you, and 
with your membership we are able to grant special requests for our school. Join 
today! Memberships are $10 for the year, and can be given to your child's teacher. I 
can't wait to meet all of you! 

MEET YOUR PTO BOARD                  

My name is Brooke Wong and I am the President of the PTO. My husband Conrad and I 

have 2 daughters. Alexa is a fifth grader this year and our second daughter, Kendall, is 4 years old and in 

pre-school. I am the Executive Director for the Nevada Academy of Family Physicians as well as the 

Director for our non-profit charitable Foundation. I have been involved in fundraising events and 

programs for the last 16 years. I have enjoyed working with the PTO the last several years and I am 

looking forward to all the great events we have planned for the 2015-2016 school year. My goal for this 

school year is to increase parental involvement in our school. I hope to encourage each family do donate 2 

Hours For Towles. I look forward to meeting our new Mamie Towles families and hope you will 

consider joining us. 

My name is Kym Jackson and I am the Treasurer of the PTO.  I am married to David 

and we have four children…Ryan – 17 (a Senior at McQueen), Dylan – 12 (7th grader at Clayton), 

Kambrya – 11 (6th) and Madyson – 9 (4th). Our family has been with Mamie Towles for quite some 

time. Originally I am from Oregon (GO DUCKS!) and David is from Alaska.  I have a dual MBA in 

Finance & Accounting.  I think of accounting like a huge puzzle for me to solve, which challenges 

me every day.   Our family loves to travel whenever we get a chance (finding geocaches is a 

highlight), however Baseball, Football and Cheerleading has taken over our lives.  Free time is 

becoming an unknown word in our family as the kids grow older but we are having the time of our 

lives.  I encourage all of you to attend as many functions in your child’s school career, as it goes by 

very fast and those years can never be brought back.  It may seem overwhelming at times, but in the 

long run it will be worth the time you have spent watching your child grow.  Have a great year! 

 

Box Tops for 

Education 

        

 

Look for Box tops 

on 100s of 

participating 

products. Each 

one is worth 10 

cents for the 

school-seems like 

a small amount 

but if everyone 

collected them, it 

would amount to 

a significant 

benefit to Mamie 

Towles. 

Cut out and 

collect BOX 

TOPS for 

Education and 

put them in your 

classroom box. 

You could even 

ask friends and 

family to collect 

them too. 

KEEP 

COLLECTING!! 
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Greetings all! My name is Rori Lee and I am the Vice-President of Fundraising.  This school year marks my third 

year on the PTO board and my 6th year at Mamie Towles.  My son Maxwell is in the 6th grade at Clayton Middle School and 

my daughter Marley is in the 4th grade.  We love this school, neighborhood, and community and are so happy to call it "home".  I 

serve many different roles in addition to Vice-President: by day I am a Holistic Healthcare Practitioner, Health Care Manager, 

Circus Arts Performer, and Yogi.  I may have even taught yoga to your child at school!  I look forward to seeing you at the many 

events we have planned this year. Please chat me up and say "Hi"! 

My name is Casey Fleischer and I am the President of Membership for the PTO. My husband’s name is Brian and we 

have one son named Lucas who is in the 3rd Grade. I run my own business as an Arbonne Independent Consultant and I work full 

time at a local geothermal development company.  As a family, we love to travel, play games and try with all of our might to have 

dinner together most nights of the week. I joined the PTO because even though my schedule gets hectic I wanted to play an active 

part in my child’s school and his education.  I look forward to meeting new and established Mamie Towles families and improving 

our school in the coming years  

Hi, I'm Dina Morgan, the PTO secretary.  This is my third year in the position, and I've greatly enjoyed meeting so 

many wonderful Mamie Towles parents and families.  My husband Ryan and I have one son, Ryder, who is going into the third 

grade.  Aside from my mom duties, I also work full time as a Histologist at The Skin Cancer and Dermatology Institute.  Over the 

next year, I look forward to seeing familiar faces and meeting new families as we all embark on, what looks to be, a super 2015-

2016 school year!  

Welcome to Counselor's Corner!            

My name is Claire Vernon and I am excited to be the new School Counselor at Maime Towles 

Elementary School. I am available to help you and your child whenever the need arises. Today's 

school counselors are vital members of the education team. We help all students in the areas of 

academic achievement, social/emotional development and career development, ensuring today's 

students become the productive, well-adjusted adults of tomorrow.  

Throughout the year Counselor’s Corner will give you information about the content your child 

will receive through the Towles school counseling program. This can include classroom guidance 

lessons, small group instruction and school wide initiatives.  Together, with your child’s 

classroom teacher, we can make your child’s school year a pleasant and successful one! Please 

feel free to contact me with any questions. I look forward to a great school year. Thank you! 

Claire Vernon, NCC, NCSC cvernon@washoeschools.net 

mailto:cvernon@washoeschools.net
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Principal’s Pen by Rhonda Van Deusen 

Welcome to another great school year at Mamie Towles! Students are full of excitement about 

being in a new grade level with a new teacher and many new friends. As a parent or guardian, you 

are the most influential person in your child’s educational success. It is a big responsibility; but 

don’t worry, we are here to support you. Throughout the year, we will offer several 

opportunities for you to be involved in your child’s education. We will have afternoons and 

evenings where you can learn with your child and learn more about how children learn. Students 

whose parents/guardians attend school functions tend to score better on state tests and earn 

better grades. Students with involved parents are also more likely to go on to higher education. 

Here are some ways you can become involved in your child’s education: 

1. Attend school on time every day.  

2. Eat a healthy breakfast and lunch every day. 

3. Sleep at least 10 hours nightly. 

4. Bring a backpack to and from school every day. 

5. Check Parent Portal weekly to be aware of test grades and missing homework/assignments. 

6. With your child, clean out the backpack weekly and respond to notes/messages from school. 

7. Read and sign your child’s planner nightly. (Grades 4-6) 

8. Keep in touch with your child’s teacher. Staff e-mail addresses are listed on our school 

website. 

9. Join and be involved in our Parent Teacher Organization. 

10. Attend School Events. Bring your child to Parent-Teacher Conferences.  

11. Use only positive words in front of your child when speaking about school, staff, and peers. 

12. Keep your child’s teacher, counselor, or principal informed of any concerns that are keeping 

your child from being successful in school. Report any suspicions of bullying to the school 

counselor or principal. 

13. Support our Positive Behavior Plan that emphasizes being safe, responsible, and respectful. 

14. Spend 30 minutes/evening reading together. Practice math facts nightly. Relate what 

students are learning in school to home and community events. Make homework completion a 

routine. 

15. Supervise children when watching TV or using technology (cellphones, iPads, laptops, iPods 

etc.) 

Make sure your child is not being exposed to adult language and content. 

Educating your child is a big responsibility that requires the home and school to work together. 

We expect all students to learn; and by working together we can be sure that your child 

continues on the path to college and career readiness.  
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"Fridays are Mamie Towles "Spirit Wear" days!  Show your Superstar pride by sporting some awesome Mamie 

Towles spirit gear!  Short and long sleeved t-shirts, and hooded and crew neck sweatshirts are ready and available 

for purchase, starting at just $10!  Spirit wear order forms are available in the front office.  For special orders, 

contact Dina Morgan at dinap27@gmail.com.  GO SUPERSTARS!!!" 

PTO FUNdraising Updates!                            

Welcome to a new year at Mamie Towles.  With the new year come new opportunities to get together 

for the good of our school.  My view on FUNdraising is that it should be fun and help build the 

community at our school.  September has some exciting events I hope to see your family at.  First, 

September 11, 2015 is our annual Balloon Breakfast.  If you have not been, it is not to be missed! If 

you have been, you know what I am talking about!  Each year during the Great Reno Balloon Races 

hot air balloon can be seen from our playground.  Many years some land right here at Towles!  To 

celebrate, the PTO sponsors free coffee, juice, and doughnuts! That's right, FREE!!! We do except 

donations and funds collected go right back into supporting our school.  Hope to see you there, the 

fun starts at 8:00 am and goes until the bell rings. 

Second, our first Skate Night of the year will be held on September 15, 2015 from 5:30-

7:30.  Admission and skates are only $5 per person.  We need 75 skaters to begin to make money 

back on this FUNDraiser.  After 75 people, we get 50% back from Roller Kingdom, which is a fun and 

easy way for us to bring in funds!  Bring family, friends and neighbors to enjoy this healthy way to 

help our school. 

PICTURES NEEDED!     

We want to have a jumpstart on yearbook pictures this year. So if you have any pictures from the first days of 
school please send to Conrad Wong at conradw@hotmail.com. Please take pictures at school functions. 
Fieldtrips, classroom helpers to contribute to making this year’s yearbook fabulous and plentiful! It’s a very 
simple process with smartphones;-) 

 

Make sure you are set up to check your child’s Infinite Campus account. 

Call the school office if you need assistance. 

 or visit http://www.washoeschools.net/towles 

mailto:dinap27@gmail.com
mailto:conradw@hotmail.com
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