Middle School Nonfiction Text Analysis with CommonLit
Practice reading nonfiction text is critical to helping you build stamina and engage with the type of reading and writing you will frequently encounter outside of school. This assignment allows you to choose what you want to read about so that you can work on your reading comprehension skills while reading about something you find interesting.

Task: Follow the steps and grade-level link to the CommonLit website. Read all steps first!
Step 1: Follow your grade-level link below and choose ONE article to read for each day of class during distance learning. You will see many nonfiction, grade-level appropriate articles to select from when you use the links below.
Grade 6
Grade 7
Grade 8

Step 2: Complete ALL of the Assessment Questions and ONE of the Discussion Questions to respond to.
Sample Article
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Step 3: Turn in your work to your teacher. Your teacher might ask you to write your answers on a separate sheet of paper or to turn in online via Teams.
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This is no Halloween make-believe story. Real zombies are out there — maybe in your own backyard!
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1. PART A: Which statement best expresses the central idea
of the text?
As you read, take notes on how organisms are able to take control of another creature’s mind.

Zombies are terrifying, but they're the work of fiction, so there's nothing to worry about, right? In this informational text,
Kathryn Hulick discusses how some organisms, or life forms, can infect and control the minds of other insects and animals,
creating real-life zombies.

A, After studying the abilities of mind controlling

parasites, scientists suspect that parasites might be
able to similarly affect humans.

Azombie crawls through the forest. When it reaches a good spot, it

freezes in place. A stalk[f slowly grows from its head. The stalk then

spews out spores that spread, turning others into zombies. B.  While it has been confirmed that some parasites can
control the actions of their hosts, how they can do

This is no Halloween story about the zombie apocalypse. B It's all true. so largely remains a mystery to scientists.

The zombie isn't a human, though. It's an ant. And the stalk that emerges
from its head is a fungus. Its spores infect other ants, which lets the
zombie cycle begin anew.

C.  Parasites can control the actions of their hosts by
altering the chemistry of their brains, forcing them
to help the parasites and their young survive.

In order to grow and spread, this fungus must hijack B an ant's brain.

However weird this might seem, it isn't all that unusual. The natural

D.  Theability for parasites to understand the minds of
other organisms has disproven the notion that
single-celled organisms are unintelligent.

world is full of zombies under mind control. Zombie spiders and




