From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hixon, Debbie
Monday, November 16, 2020 9:27 AM
Public Comments
COVID

To Whom It May Concern: I’ve been an employee of this district for 14 years and have 23 years total
employment with WCSD. Two of the biggest gathering days are coming up, Thanksgiving and Christmas. With that being
said, wouldn’t it be more logical to go full distance until after the New Year. Students aren’t experiencing the “full”
school experience during this. We, as educators, are in this situation putting ourselves at risk, reminding ALL DAY to
students to put their masks on over their nose and mouth, social distance, don’t touch each other, and the list goes on
and on.
It is my opinion that instead of WCSD being concerned with keeping up an image with the public perception they
should do what’s safest and best for all concerned. Concerns about the social/emotional aspect of this is ridiculous and
children are resilient and will be just fine. This is causing more damage than distance would be. Students are NOT getting
the full educational experience during this. Why don’t you do what’s right for all concerned? Until it’s forced again.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dallas Hulsey
Tuesday, November 17, 2020 7:12 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Switch to Distance Learning for the Holidays

Dear Trustees,
I write to you with great respect for your position, the difficulties you face, and the complications that
arise from any decisions made. I know that every trustee on this board wants to do right by everyone
they can. I know that you cannot make a decision on in-person or distance learning that makes everyone
happy. Despite that I write to you to ask you to make the more difficult but ethically right decision to
close schools for the holiday season.
You may remember me writing to you before to ask you to close schools around the upcoming holidays.
While I and many others have voiced factual, passionate, and science-based concerns centered on the
harm of in-person learning it appears to have fallen on deaf ears. You have heard testimony from
numerous professionals and advocates. You have heard, looked at and understood the implications of the
data presented to you at each meeting. You have moved the goalposts/metrics needed to close schools
every single time they were met in order to keep them open. You have done all of this without giving
sufficient reason to our stakeholders as to why this board insists on keeping our school district open
when we all know it should be closed.
Close the schools and protect our people. The paramount factor to consider this year is safety and
coincidentally it is the only factor to be continuously ignored or downplayed by this board. The reality of
our situation is that our COVID positivity rate is off the charts and we are so close to widely available and
highly effective vaccines. There’s an optimistic chance that essential groups (including teachers) could be
vaccinated by the end of spring break in 2021.
We need to admit to ourselves that last year isn't the only 'lost' year. This year is, too, and it cannot be
helped no matter how hard you try to avoid it. There is and will be some loss of learning. Accept what it
is, adapt to what it is, and keep people safe. It is time to close.
This may mean schools aren't open for some time. This cannot be helped or ethically avoided. It’s the only
way to ensure that there’s not needless blood on your hands. I don't want to say this. . . but as things
stand now you are actively causing harm to members of our community.
If you choose to close the district down you can go to sleep at night with some peace: you’d be keeping
people as safe as you can. Sometimes leaders make decisions for people because they can't or don’t want
to make them for themselves. Doing what is right and what is easier are rarely the same thing.
Nothing, not even mental health or learning, is more important than being alive and healthy. It is time to
switch to distance learning.
With appreciation and empathy for your position,
Dallas Hulsey
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*Please note that these opinions are my own and are not reflective of any official stance of the WEA.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Carla King
Tuesday, November 17, 2020 9:33 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] WCSD Support Black Lives Matter

,
The children and young adults of Washoe County deserve to have an education that is antiracist. Black Lives Matter is a movement that is changing the course of American History, and
keeping this movement from the curriculum stunting our children's education. By silencing
this current event throughout the school district, it is dismissing the historical and sociological
impacts that racism has had and continues to have on society. By omitting Black Lives Matter
within the school walls, Washoe County School District is silently reinforcing white
supremacy. Please stand up for an inclusive anti-racist curriculum for WCSD.
Carla King

Reno, Nevada 89502
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

CRYSTAL RICHTER
Tuesday, November 17, 2020 10:44 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] WCSD Support Black Lives Matter

,
The children and young adults of Washoe County deserve to have an education that is antiracist. Black Lives Matter is a movement that is changing the course of American History, and
keeping this movement from the curriculum stunting our children's education. By silencing
this current event throughout the school district, it is dismissing the historical and sociological
impacts that racism has had and continues to have on society. By omitting Black Lives Matter
within the school walls, Washoe County School District is silently reinforcing white
supremacy. Please stand up for an inclusive anti-racist curriculum for WCSD.
CRYSTAL RICHTER

Incline Village , Nevada 89451
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tuesday, November 17, 2020 11:34 AM
Public Comments; McNeill, Kristen; Board Policy Committee
[EXTERNAL] Board Policy 1310—Political Activity in Schools

As an employee of this district for a long time, I felt it was urgent
that I speak to this issue. I'm not certain that my understanding of
the possible "suspension" or changes to the policy is entirely
accurate, but I'm going by what I read from last week's board
meeting and agenda.
I am a person of color, a member of the LGBT community, and a
minority within a minority within many of those categories.
However, I am not defined by the category that our society has put
me in. I have a variety of beliefs that do not fit neatly into any
specific "group" and I am often shunned by members within my
own supposed "community", as not having enough melanin in my
skin, not speaking Spanish fluently, not being "White" enough, not
being "progressive" enough, etc., the list goes on.
I have serious concerns about allowing staff members/employees
to take part in any activity/represent any movement that is
inherently political. Activism is not the place for the school district.
This is not about representation or a human rights issue. The fact
of the matter is that our current election for president is still up for
contention and there are those within our global community that
feel that the current president is a "choose your label". There are
systemic issues of racism and oppression built within our system,
however, the political and activist groups that have risen up do not
represent all people within the "communities" that they purport to
represent. No one speaks for me but myself, and no one can take
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away my racial, sexual, or another identity because I don't
subscribe to their beliefs.
Everything is political these days. There are some within our
community who feel for instance that a border wall is a national
security issue, whereas others would suggest that a border wall is
inherently "racist" or some other pejorative label. The Blacks Live
Matter movement has become a political entity, as well as a
political action committee. We now have All Lives Matter and Blue
Lives Matter supporters within the global community. What if I told
you I believed in those other entities or their messages? Will we
allow staff members and students to express solidarity with these
individuals? What if there is a staff member or student who
advocates for these groups, which can also be political? This has
the potential to create unnecessary drama, tension, and could
cause unrest within our schools and within the community.
This opens a door that is dangerous. As you know, when Traci
Davis was fired from this district, there were certain groups and
members of the community who automatically labeled the act as
"racially motivated" or "racist", before any evidence was presented
to the board. In our current political and global climate, Twitter,
Instagram, Facebook, have all created/perpetuated what some
would call "social justice" mobs that target, harass, and try to deplatform anyone that disagrees with them, and any accusation is
presumed to be fact without people having all the details or a
thorough investigation being completed. This is happening at our
universities and within our jobs.
On our university campuses and even within our own schools,
people have different opinions often feel unheard or fearful of
stating their beliefs. People have different political, social, and
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spiritual beliefs that often conflict with one another, yet even only
working at a few locations, I know that people still feel free to
express those beliefs and will do so regardless of the conflict it may
create. I was proud of our district when we did not jump on the
bandwagon when certain national events took place involving the
killings of some people of color. We did not immediately condemn
the police or any specific organization because we are not a jury
and we did not have all the facts of the situation. Not all people of
color, nor are all White people, or transgendered people, or straight
people, etc., who die by police are innocent victims. We should not
become a district that advocates for any political group or any
social issue beyond that involving education.
As a child who is/was a member of certain "communities", I often
felt underrepresented or not represented at all, and I wanted
adults and educators to "back me up", but this is a totally different
issue. Supporting our students is one thing, but allowing teachers
or staff members to advocate for a political cause that some see as
adversarial or contrary to other causes will present problems. The
suspension of this board policy is controversial to say the least.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tuesday, November 17, 2020 10:37 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] WCSD BOT CTE academy meeting Nov 24, 2020

Good evening,
My name is Daniel Rambo Napaa, and I'm writing this email to publicly comment on my reason why Dolores
Feemster is the right choice to use in naming this CTE Academy.
As Evelyn Mount fed those hard hit in her community, the same can be said about Dolores Feemster's commitment
to the young minds of the future in hers. Growing up with the Feemsters, there was a passion in learning and eagerness
to gain the wealth of knowledge that many squander from a lack of inspiration.
This family was a powerful example of service in the community. As a former Hug High student I was able to witness
the start of Debora Feemster's role as Principal. She was excited, motivated, and devoted to seeing that no child was left
behind.
All these characteristics of this family inspired many in their community to be the best they can be. They also
showed with effort comes progress, and progress allows opportunity. Dolores' example not only was a legacy to her
family; but, one echoed through out the community she served in.
As we honored Evelyn Mount in renaming the YMCA community center after her, I feel that Dolores Feemster
should have her name and service remembered in the same fashion.
I thank you for your time and hope this helps illustrate the impact this legendary women had on her community.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wednesday, November 18, 2020 9:08 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] WCSD Support Black Lives Matter

,
The children and young adults of Washoe County deserve to have an education that is antiracist. Black Lives Matter is a movement that is changing the course of American History, and
keeping this movement from the curriculum stunting our children's education. By silencing
this current event throughout the school district, it is dismissing the historical and sociological
impacts that racism has had and continues to have on society. By omitting Black Lives Matter
within the school walls, Washoe County School District is silently reinforcing white
supremacy. Please stand up for an inclusive anti-racist curriculum for WCSD.

Sparks, Nevada 89431
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

wrangler
Thursday, November 19, 2020 11:19 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Board Meeting 11/24

4.06 DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION TO REVIEW THE COVID‐19 CASE INCIDENTS IN SCHOOLS, ADEQUACY OF
STAFFING LEVELS, AND OTHER APPLICABLE FACTORS, AS WELL AS DATA INDICATORS USED TO ASSESS COVID‐19
COMMUNITY RISK TO INCLUDE BUT NOT LIMITED TO COMPLETED RISK ASSESSMENT FORMS, TEST POSITIVITY,
COMMUNITY WIDE CASE RATES AND HOSPITALIZATIONS, AND, IF DATA INDICATORS SUGGEST VERY HIGH RISK OR
ABOVE FOR UP TO 7 DAYS, OR THE BOARD DEEMS IT NECESSARY, THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES WILL CONSIDER RELEVANT
ACTIONS THAT MAY INCLUDE CHANGES TO: LEARNING MODELS TO FULL DISTANCE LEARNING, HYBRID SYSTEM, OR IN‐
PERSON; 2020‐2021 SCHOOL YEAR CALENDAR; AND/OR
2020‐2021 ATHLETIC SEASONS (FOR POSSIBLE ACTION) ***This item will not be heard before 5:00 p.m.***
So I just saw on Channel 4 news website that there will be a recommendation to go to distance learning for December.
Just so I get this straight...
Families gather for Thanksgiving, students come back to school for a week and spread Covid, and then go distance learn.
If distance learning is the call, then shouldn't it start on Nov 30 so that possible Covid exposures in the school are at an
absolute minimum? I think that parents and students would rather transition to distance learning before getting
exposed in school. Was this considered?
By not returning to school campuses after Thanksgiving, teachers will need to scramble but as you know they seem to do
that pretty well. The scramble may be worth keeping exposures minimal. This would also keep the strain on our
community medical resources down as well. They need all of the help they can get.
Thank you,
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Veronica Copple
Thursday, November 19, 2020 11:19 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] School Closures and Distance Learning

Hello Board of Trustees,
I have just read an article that the superintendent is going to suggest full distance learning beginning December 7th due
to the sheer amount of contact tracing and exclusions which are happening within our district. I would like to ask, "Why
wait?" Why would we not begin full distance learning the Monday after Thanksgiving break? We already know people
are going to be traveling, we already have at least 14 schools closed due to exclusions, and the numbers are only going
to rise. It seems silly to me, to continue to send my child to school for a week only to go full distance two weeks before
the end of the quarter. If people need to quarantine for 14 days after traveling, schools should go full distance
immediately after the break. Not a week after everyone gets back from being exposed to others and possibly contagious
with Covid....
Please take responsibile actions to help stop the spread by closing schools after the break, and not waiting until
December 7th.
Thank you,
Veronica Copple
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Jones, Beth
Tuesday, November 10, 2020 11:53 AM
BoardMembers; Public Comments
McNeill, Kristen
[EXTERNAL] Do NOT close schools

Board Members,
I beg you, not to blanket our community with a school wide shut down. Please continue to keep it a case to case basis as
I know COVID is not to be taken lightly. As of this morning, Caughlin Ranch Elementary school has had no cases and
therefore should not be shut down!
My son, who has an IEP had to return to his grade level from 2019‐2020 due to the extreme loss of learning both last
year and the start of this year (due to smoke days.) Distance learning is an ineffective way to teach young children,
certainly those with disabilities and the Special Education department has been void of all topics of communication and
concern. It is not okay to not be able to attend and honor his learning per is IEP by closing the schools and going DL
without cause! Should the need for closure present, it should be short lived so that my children can continue their
growth in education in the only environment in which learning is productive ‐ in the classroom.
Don’t let these kids fall further behind!
Keep them learning, at the school. Offer choice to those families who wish to stay home.
Thank you,
Beth Jones, Owner
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Christina Hilfer
Thursday, November 19, 2020 11:31 AM
Raymond, Malena; BoardMembers; Public Comments
Re: [EXTERNAL] Elementary School In Person Learning

Thank you very much for your response. I understand the huge spike in our community and the likelihood of full distance
learning beginning in December. I also understand the need for time to prepare for that transition so I think the board
should have an emergency meeting. It is incredibly irresponsible to send kids back to in person school for a week after
Thanksgiving then transition to distance learning. The likelihood of people in the community adhering to guidelines of
not gathering over the holiday is slim so sending kids back for a week to spread germs prior to moving to distance
learning is detrimental to the entire community. I will be speaking to my kid's school directly to arrange for distance
learning that week.
Christina Hilfer
On Wed, Nov 11, 2020 at 8:00 PM Raymond, Malena <Malena.Raymond@washoeschools.net> wrote:

Dear Ms. Hilfer,
Thank you for emailing the Washoe County School District Board of Trustees.
I appreciate you taking the time to share your support for in‐person learning. As a District, we are pleased to
be able to offer in‐person (elementary schools), hybrid (secondary schools), and distance learning models for
our student and families so they may select the model that works best for their situation and comfort
level. In adopting these options, considerable attention was given to balancing physical safety with social
emotional health and other needs of vulnerable groups of students and staff. It was determined that several
measures could be taken to address this balance and to safely re‐open. At this time, the Board of Trustees do
not have any plans to change our model to move to a full distance learning model.
Our community is seeing an alarming increase in cases of COVID‐19. Based on information presented during
last night’s board meeting, and in response to Governor Sisolak’s press conference, the District will be more
aggressive with exclusion of students and staff. This may mean more classes or schools transitioning to a
temporary Distance Learning model. We will continue with our other mitigation efforts in school, including
appropriate social distancing and mask wearing.
We urge all of our staff, students and their families to take extra caution during this time. Please remember
to use the Self‐Screening Tool each day before entering school and follow the guidance of the chart to
determine whether you should attend school in‐person or go to work. Additionally, we are encouraging
everyone to avoid socializing with non‐members of your household whenever possible and wear a mask
outside of your home.
As you may know, the Board of Trustees has a standing agenda item where we review COVID case incidents
in schools, adequacy of staffing levels, and other indicators used to assess COVID‐19 community risk. Our
next meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 24.
Once again, thank you for your email and your engagement in this important process.
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Sincerely,
Malena
(On Behalf of the Board of Trustees)

Malena S. Raymond
President
WCSD Board of Trustees
malena.raymond@washoeschools.net
www.washoeschools.net

DAILY REMINDER






Wear Face Coverings At All Times
Maintain Social Distancing
Wash Your Hands & Use Hand Sanitizer
Help Keep Our Facilities Clean
Perform a Self-Screening every day before school

From: Christina Hilfer
Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2020 3:25 PM
To: BoardMembers <BoardMembers@washoeschools.net>; Public Comments <PublicComments@WashoeSchools.net>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Elementary School In Person Learning
I am writing to express my thoughts on the continuation of in person learning at elementary schools with no or low
Covid cases. I know there are significant increases particularly in high schools but shutting down in person learning
district wide would disproportionately affect elementary school families that will then need to find alternate care for
their children during school hours and many of those options do not support distance learning. The lack of childcare will
put a further hardship on working parents who will not be able to work in order to be home to care for and help their
children with distance learning. No, school is not child care but the reality is that school is a place that children are
cared for during set hours and therefore parents do not need to find alternate arrangements during those times. High
school students can legally stay home while parents work and complete their distance learning assignments, this is not
the case for elementary aged children where the number of cases is much lower.
Thank you for your time,
Christina Hilfer
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sarah Laubach Gur
Thursday, November 19, 2020 11:39 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Please keep in-person learning for K-2

Dear Board of Trustees and Dr. McNeill:
I implore you to keep elementary schools open for in‐person learning, at least for the youngest learners (K, 1st, and 2nd
grades). Online learning is nearly impossible for these learners. And they are also not the ones attending parties and
contributing to community spread as older students do. Thus there is the maximum benefit, and least risk, from allowing
these youngest students to remain in physical school.
At my children's elementary school, Roy Gomm, we have received notice of only 1 positive COVID case out of 600
students across 7 grades since August. Even if there is a lag in testing, these are not the numbers that should shut down
a school. Please don't punish these young students (and their responsible families) for the decisions of others. Please
allow them to remain in school.
I know the rates here are skyrocketing and I understand the need to move to more online learning until people learn to
follow the rules. Please close middle and high schools, whose students are already learning online, rather than
elementary schools. And if you have to move some elementary school students online, please make it the older
learners. My kindergartener cannot learn from a computer, and she can safely learn from her wonderful teacher at Roy
Gomm.
Thank you for the work you've done so far to keep our kids' schools open.
Sarah Laubach Gur
WCSD Parent
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ilan Gur
Thursday, November 19, 2020 11:50 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Consideration for our youngest learners

Dear Washoe County School Board,
I’d like to express my deep appreciation for the tireless and thoughtful work you’ve undertaken to allow our children an
opportunity to learn in person this year.
I am the father of kindergarten and second grade students and Roy Gomm Elementary. So far, our experience having our
kids at school has exceeded all expectations.
As the board considers responses to increasing rates of infection, I hope this email can contribute to that deliberation.
The board’s job is not to eliminate all risk, but rather balance risk with benefits of each scenario. In an event where the
board is forced to consider school closure due to new COVID‐19 cases, one thing is clear: the risk‐reward analysis is very
different for our youngest learners. K‐2 learners are 8 years and under, an age group that nearly all studies have shown
to be significantly lower risk for infection and transmission than older kids. Meanwhile, this group is the least able to
benefit from remote learning while simultaneously requiring the greatest amount of care and distraction from
employment for parents at home.
I strongly urge the board to implement a plan that would allow K‐2 learners to continue in‐person instruction even if a
decision is made that older students should switch to distance learning. In my personal diligence on this issue, I have
spoken to a number of nationally‐recognized education and epidemiology experts who agree that this allows for
maximum benefit to both the students and our community.
Thank you for your consideration and for all of your hard work. The thoughtful analysis, transparent decision making,
and clear communication from both the district and the school have been greatly appreciated by all.
Many thanks
Ilan Gur, Ph.D.
Roy Gomm Elementary Parent
CEO, Activate.org
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Justin Laubach
Thursday, November 19, 2020 12:00 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Please keep in-person school for younger grades (K-2) open

Dear Administrators and Board‐
I am a parent of a first grader and a second‐grader at Gomm. I would like to wholeheartedly encourage and recommend
that schools continue to stay open for in person education, especially for grades K‐2. It has been very valuable for my
children and my family to have the kids continue to be in the classroom and learning in person.
Please let me know if you have any questions or if I may provide any additional information or support.
Thank you for your consideration,
Justin Laubach
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jeri Fulgham
Thursday, November 19, 2020 12:01 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] don't do it -STAY OPEN!

The mental.health and safety of our students goes beyond this vitus. It poses a drastic and dramatic affect on their
future.
We have seen political debates around whether or not to defund the police qith the argument for it saying we could
then fund more mental health programs. Well, I guess it's a good thing that ia in the works because this cure ia going to
be worse than the disease.
The only contact tracing you need to worry about ia your classrooms. The rest of the time, we can take care of ourselves
and should be allowed too. We pay for public education. That means you serve the public.
Domestic violence calls went up in April by 77% Kids are saying things like "I feel depressed." And they are living in
homes where adults feel thia as well.
This is absolutely detrimental to our overall health. The death rate ia 1%. WHEN WILL OUR CHILDREN BE GIVEN THE
CHANCE TO HAVE WHAT THEY DESERVE? Why we are uprooting their health and future for people who are passing
away that have lived long lives is unfathomable to me. We absolutely cannot and should not shut down before Dec 17. If
yiu van stay open until Dec 7 then you van stay open until Dec 17. As you said to WEA, this number is arbitrary.
Stop allowing panic to dictate your decisions and keep looking to the future. You made thr right choice in July to open in
August. It's time to back up that choice now.
Jeri Fulgham
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebeccah Pelle
Thursday, November 19, 2020 12:12 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Please don't punish young learners!

Dear Board of Trustees,
Things feel like they are spiraling out of control. Many states are (wisely) shutting back down. Notably, many countries in
Europe are closing restaurants and bars, but not schools. There is little evidence that the youngest learners (K‐3) are
vectors or spreaders of this disease. With the wise precaution of masks, these young learners can and should be able to
stay in school.
As a parent of young children, I have first‐hand experience of how challenging distance learning is for the very youngest
learners, especially Kindergarten through 3rd grade. Last spring (in another school district) I watched my kindergartener
stare glassy‐eyed at the screen, absorbing little. I depaired when she began refusing to show up for sessions and
repeatedly declared "Learning is boring!" I watched my first grader sink into a depression as he lost the energy and
engagement he gained from in‐person interactions with other children.
At this impressionable time in their young lives, it is crucial for an in‐person experience of school to foster their love of
learning and engagement in their education. Technology is more challenging and physical engagement is more
important at this age. It is well‐documented that young children from ages 3‐9 are less likely to spread the virus and
also, if contracted, suffer less severe cases.
Even if we pivot to full distance learning for older children, who are both more likely to spread the virus and more
capable with technology, please maintain the nuance and care for learners that has so far been so clearly demonstrated
in your decision making. Please consider an option for the youngest and least risky children to continue to attend in‐
person learning.
Thank you for your hard work in this difficult time.
With Gratitude,
Rebeccah Pelle, M. Div
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

logan mcneel
Thursday, November 19, 2020 12:39 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] hello, i do not agree with your uniform policy. this is the worst uniform no one likes
them in our school. we would like to be able to wear free dress every day.

Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Luna
Thursday, November 19, 2020 12:43 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] I don't enjoy having to wear the same looking clothes as everyone else and would prefer
to wear my own clothing such as a hoodie in the colder times
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Katie Nichols
Thursday, November 19, 2020 1:02 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Distance Learning

Hello School Board Trustees,
I hope this is the right email address to contact you at. I just wanted to send my thoughts and opinions in regards to the
article that just came out about superintendent McNeil making the recommendation to go full distance learning.
I am the parent of a first grader at Poulakidas Elementary. Since this pandemic began I watched him become depressed,
hate school, and we engaged in daily arguments about his schoolwork. This coming from a child who enjoyed going to
school, woke up early every day to get ready and go, enjoyed homework, and thrived socially.
I understand what’s happening in our community. I do not think going full distance learning will in any way change what is
happening as cases are not spreading or starting in schools. Yes, the community needs to do a better job, but why do our
students get penalized? We have had three positive cases at our school and our staff has been on top of it and
responsive to the issue. Communication has been clear and cases have not spread.
I am NOT in support for distance learning, i think moving along as we have is working well. Families who dont want their
kids in school have options, but those that DO want them in school have one option only and that lies in you and the
Boards hands.
My main focus is my sons education and mental health. I am lucky enough to have a job where I work in the community
licensing daycares, so I’m well aware of what’s happening with COVID. I am also lucky enough to have a flexible job. To
think of the families that this will create a hardship for, especially over the holidays, makes my head spin and my heart
hurt.
I can get behind middle and high school doing distance learning, and it’s my understanding that’s where the majority of
cases have been coming from. Address that problem first. Don’t penalize our young children who are innocent in all of
this.
Thank you,
Katie Nichols

Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rossi, Christa
Thursday, November 19, 2020 1:08 PM
McNeill, Kristen; BoardMembers; Public Comments; Biersdorff, Debra; Curtis, Jeana;
kdick@washoecounty.us
Concerns re: RGJ Article

Dear Dr. McNeill, members of the Board of Trustees and Mr. Dick,
I have just read the statement printed by the Reno Gazette Journal that the
recommendation will be to move to distance learning the week of 12/7. This, according to the
article, is because “lack of contact racing and the difficulty in people being able to get a test.” If I
may, if it were hard to get a test then why do numbers keep increasing? Kevin Dick is quoted
saying, “people need to STOP private gatherings.”
How do you think families will manage working from home because their child(ren) is now at
home? Many families will find a way to support each other and rotate their children to still work.
Many other families will have to bring in an outside person (nanny, grandparent, etc.) to support
their child(ren). How does that fit into Mr. Dick’s statement of everyone staying home? Do Dr.
McNeill and Mr. Dick know something that the rest of the community doesn’t? Is the Governor set
to close everything down again so the thinking is that parents will be home to support their
children? They will still have to work from home… so you will be making families pick between
education for their child(ren) or their family's livelihood. What about the essential workers
(teachers included) that still must do a job?
In addition to those above concerns, Caughlin Ranch’s School community has had a few rough
days. On Tuesday, 11/17, many families were evacuated from their homes because of the Pine
Haven fire. While many were able to return, some were not. 2 students, that I know of, lost their
homes. How do you expect these families that are displaced to participate in distance learning?
While I know this is an isolated incident, and only specific to 1 elementary school, but it should be
something to consider.
Caughlin Ranch Elementary, as of 11/17 at 10:20, has had 0 active cases and no exclusions related
to having COVID. The Washoe County School District website has 28 active cases which has gone
down since Tuesday when it was 36. Is there any data that shows the age ranges of those
students? Is there any data specific to students that are “excluded”? Why can’t a school‐by‐school
model still be used? If it is staffing, then it could still be a school‐by‐school basis or "all hands
should be on deck to support those schools." In addition, according to the Washoe County Health
District, there are 95 active cases in children 5 to 10. This number is down from Tuesday when
there were 100 active cases in this age range. https://www.washoecounty.us/health/programs‐
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and‐services/ephp/communicable‐diseases‐and‐epidemiology/educational‐materials/COVID‐
19.php
The school district numbers show a decrease in active cases. Wasn’t this the whole point? Wasn’t
this what the Governor said his goal was?
I believe all data needs to be used to support a full move to distance learning for children in
elementary school. Since the statement in the RGJ isn’t about data but lack of resources that are
affecting tracing and adult support should it be a factor in this decision regarding elementary
students?

Please continue with the current learning plan (in‐person or family choice) for our youngest
population. Data supports the need for in‐person learning for all students related to academics,
social and emotional needs. The data supports the continuation of in‐person learning for children
in elementary as the number of student cases have gone down.

Christa Rossi
Christa Rossi, M.Ed
Washoe County School District
Caughlin Ranch Elementary School
Kindergarten Teacher
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kaylie Flood
Thursday, November 19, 2020 12:39 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Dress code comment. I don't agree with uniform. There are very uncomfortable and
there hot

Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Coronella, Elizabeth
Thursday, November 19, 2020 1:23 PM
Public Comments
Distance Learning

Dear Dr. McNeill and Board of Trustees,
Distance learning should begin November 30th.
Coming back to the buildings for a week after Thanksgiving gatherings is dangerous and puts us all at
heightened risk.
Please begin distance learning Monday, November 30th.
Thank you,
Liz Coronella

Liz Coronella
Strategies Teacher
Pine Middle School
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

kristy magaran
Thursday, November 19, 2020 1:24 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Question

Is Spring Break going to be attached to Fall Break? If so how to you expect you classified employees to survive
without a paycheck for over a month?
Thank you,
Kristy Magaran
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Noree Staudmeister
Thursday, November 19, 2020 1:35 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Please don’t close our schools!

Dear Board of Trustees,
I am so grateful to you for your courage in opening our schools in August. I know you chose to put our childrens’ best
interests first despite intense pressure from the teachers’ unions and the public health district. Since then, despite some
discontinuity in the first weeks due to smoke, my child has caught up academically more quickly than I expected and
adapted remarkably easily to the changes due to Covid.
For us, and for everyone I’ve observed, even those who were very nervous about going back to school, the return to a
new normal has been a relief and has been largely successful. Moreover, the dire predictions, made by some, that Covid
would spread in schools did not come true. Community spread is not the same thing as spread in schools, and if anything
our children are practicing better hygiene, social distancing, and mask wearing at school than they are when they are in
the community. Moreover, the data shows minuscule risk of severe illness due to Covid in children, and much less than
the risks with flu, which we didn’t close schools for.
I am shocked and disappointed that you would consider a school closure now, just when we are finally back in the
groove and the children are catching up on their learning. This seems to punish our children for community spread that
they are not contributing to and also that poses little risk to them. And our underprivileged children and families will
suffer the most.
Please take a closer look at countries in Europe where schools are the LAST thing they would consider closing. If the
health district or the governor feel that something needs to close, it should be the sources of spread, not the schools just
because they don’t generate tax revenue.
Regardless, other closures aren’t your purview. You are not responsible for taking on the management of Covid in the
whole community; you are responsible for the education and well‐being of our children, and their best interest clearly
lies in being educated in person, at school. Distance learning simply does not suffice, especially at the younger grade
levels, and it is disingenuous to pretend that it is an acceptable alternative.
Please find the courage, as you’ve done before, to stand up for our children and keep them in school!
Hopefully,
Noree Staudmeister
Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Amy S. Quigley
Thursday, November 19, 2020 2:02 PM
Public Comments
Amy Quigley stef0074@yahoo.com
[EXTERNAL] Tuesday Board Meeting Regarding School Closures

Dear WCSD board,
I commend and applaud your efforts to keep our kids in school and striving to provide an education for them, as they are
the generation who will one day grow up to provide care for us. It is unsettling and disturbing to me to think of the
longitudinal outcomes we will be seeing in our children in the years to come with all they have had to endure this year in
terms of stress, pressure, education, missed opportunities, coping and how much the gap has and will continue to widen
should schools close down again. I'm so thankful the kids have been able to have a sliver of normalcy and consistency as
we have begun the 2020/2021 school year and that you have risen above the very heavy pressure you have received
from some that are focused solely on numbers of COVID cases and do not look at nor consider the ramifications of
focusing on one element. Thank you for the time and valiant efforts you have put forth in making this a reality for them and
their families while also providing distance learning opportunities for those individuals that were not comfortable sending
their kids back to school. I would also like to thank you for allowing parents to make that choice and giving people the
freedom of choice to make these decisions and what works best for their situations, families and comfort level. This is
what I hold as part of beauty of America and what our Founding Fathers worked so diligently to ensure-freedom to chose
and freedom from tyranny and dictatorship.
My husband and I both work in health care and also have 3 children enrolled in the WCSD. As we have all been observing
over the last few weeks, COVID cases in our community are indeed on the rise and I do realize contact tracing has grown
more difficult to keep up with inlight of this increase. However, I wish to implore you to please re-consider shutting down
all schools and rather consider another option to at least give consideration toward attempting. Given elementary school
children are not considered as wide spreaders as middle and high school aged students, in combination with the fact that
those in the lower elementary grades are not able to stay home alone while their parents are at work, I implore you to
please consider the option of allowing elementary schools to remain open for in-person, full-time learning and to move to
a distance learning model for middle and high school students as you have suggested.
Thank you for allowing me to voice my opinion and suggestion and I pray you will have the continued strength to stay the
course and rise above the pressure you have been receiving from individuals who are narrowly focused on one thing-the
number of cases in the community and the daily infection rate without factoring all the other negative outcomes associated
with closing things down...an increasing educational gap for at risk youths, increase in suicide, increase in overdose-both
intentional and unintentional, job losses, increase in depression and feelings of isolation, and the list goes on.
Please continue to support the freedom of parents to chose weather or not they want to send their elementary aged
students to school in person and allowing that option to remain available.
Respectfully,
Amy S. Quigley BSN, RN, ACNP-student

"God says it, I believe it, that settles it!"
-Smith Wigglesworth
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brandon Siri
Thursday, November 19, 2020 2:15 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Public Comment for Board Meeting on Nov. 24, 2020

Dear WCSD Board and Superintendent,
You have done sufficient so far. As good as could be expected considering all the political pressure and constant fear
mongering propaganda pushed by certain County Health Directors and the media. Is anyone else glad that they finally
stopped reporting one‐off school cases on the news?
You have done especially well with elementary schools which are far less complex. I encourage you all to keep it up, but
please, DO NOT SEND ALL THE SCHOOLS TO DISTANCED LEARNING. Simple idea. If you agree, don't waste your time on
the rest of this letter.
If you are on the fence, why? In the summer it was known internationally that schools were safe for children, and no
more dangerous than other similar professions for staff. We knew then the risks were not high. Now we've confirmed it
nationwide, and even locally (hello! Look at your own dashboard). In July articles and studies were limited, but now
there are literally hundreds of mainstream articles about the schools not being main vectors of transmission. Here is one
from this week even:
"UNICEF: Schools are not 'main drivers' of Covid among kids" ‐ https://www.politico.com/states/new‐
jersey/story/2020/11/18/unicef‐schools‐are‐not‐main‐drivers‐of‐covid‐among‐kids‐1337119?fbclid
Even in Europe, where several countries have gone into lockdown again, they kept the schools open. In person
education, especially in younger grades, is critical. Distance learning doesn’t work. Closing the schools is a form of child
abuse. Have we learned nothing from the spring?
Also, how’s it going in Clark County? From what I hear, it's a disaster and they now have an educational and mental
health crisis on their hands.
The anti‐schoolers like Kevin Dick are going nuts. Not one of them has a real science/ data driven argument, because
there are none. NONE! It’s pathetic at this point. Also, if you don’t have a kid in public school or work there (or a family
member there), then these people need to get out of this conversation and stay in their lanes. I only got involved in the
Covid discussion because these "health experts" forced their way into my life. Their panicky actions and reactions are
affecting public health policy. They have impacted my family's lives, my children's education, my business, my church,
my social life, and they have been wrong almost the entire time so excuse me for wanting to check their math.
Three weeks ago we were told Utah hospitals were about to start rationing care. Remember that? I did a post on this.
Spoiler alert: They haven’t, and no one talks about this anymore. This is similar to what you are voting on here
today. Do you vote in favor of the panic and fear, or use data and knowledge and common sense. Utah's hospitals were
under average capacity for this time of year when that story came out by the way.
Kevin Dick's reason to want to close the schools is because he cannot keep up with contract tracing. Not because
students and staff are dying or getting hospitalized. Look ‐ Contract tracing is a useless tool for an airborne respiratory
virus. It’s a waste of time and resources and is intended for diseases like HIV and Ebola. Diseases with actual
contact. It's called "contact tracing", not "sneeze in the hallway tracing". If Dick doesn't understand this, then he should
be fired.
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Closing schools for distance learning is a terrible idea. This will ripple through the entire county and hurt many more
people than the virus ever will. How many parents have to stop working again? Schools are some of the safest places
on earth. According to our county data, it is safer to have a child in Washoe County schools than it is to not have them in
a public school. Around 15% of Washoe County's population attends or works in Washoe County schools (staff or
students) but this population makes up only around 1% of Covid "cases". That's basic math you can learn if you are in
school. So when you think about school closures, think about who is pushing for them.
Data from 191 countries shows no consistent link between reopening schools and increased rates of coronavirus
infection. In fact, this was just released: United Nations agency: "there is strong evidence that, with basic safety
measures in place, the net benefits of keeping schools open outweigh the costs of closing them."
How is the best tactic to protect the vulnerable and eldery to close the schools? What we know is that historically, these
epidemic waves (like the one we are in) last 8‐12 weeks. Based on when this started, we are already at or near
peak. Just look at the European Union. They are two weeks ahead of us time wise, and they have peaked. Any reaction
now is too late to make any difference anyhow. We are dealing with a seasonal virus that follows traditional viral
curves.
Finally, below (attached) is a joint statement from 7 East Coast Governors who now truly believe in in‐person learning
during these times. Even our own Governor (Sisolak) is calling for in‐person learning, so don't backpedal now.
Closing the schools in the spring can be attributed to a mistake because we didn't know what was going on. A second
time? This is destroying the future for children. A malicious and unforgivable act that won't help anyone. And the worst
impacted by this are the most marginalized. School is essential. You know it. Don't cave.
My daughter (who is a 2nd grader) and I thank you for your time,
Brandon Siri

2

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Laura Pincolini
Thursday, November 19, 2020 2:23 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] possible DL

To whom it may concern,
Please consider keeping elementary schools open and just having the secondary schools go to distance learning. The
parents of elementary school‐aged children need to work and cannot stay home to watch their younger kids. Simple as
that... we need to be able to go to work and our kids are safer in schools.
Thank you
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Zak Woodhead
Thursday, November 19, 2020 2:44 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] reopen schools

Please do not go to full distance learning. Distance learning is a disaster.

Zak Woodhead
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Greene, Kim
Thursday, November 19, 2020 3:03 PM
Public Comments
Science dept at Billinghurst MS

The science teachers at Billinghurst MS have a medical/scientific scenario to discuss. It doesn’t make sense to come
back from Thanksgiving where everyone has gathered with family members in a non‐mask setting and allow the virus
adequate time to spread around the school for a good week and THEN shut everything down.
It seems this shut down should be pushed one week forward to Nov. 30th to prevent catastrophic increases in covid
numbers.
Two cents from the science department

at Billinghurst

Mrs. Greene
7th/8th grade Science teacher
Billinghurst MS
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

- Austin
Thursday, November 19, 2020 3:51 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Elementary schools possible distance learning

I have two kids in grade school and I am a single parent. I cannot do my job if elementary schools are required to do
distance learning. Please don’t close elementary schools, I understand secondary schools as high school kids don’t
require as much attention at home.
Sincerely,
Michael Austin
5th Generation Nevadan

Get Outlook for iOS
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

ChrisMeg Woida
Thursday, November 19, 2020 4:23 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Fwd: Distance Learning

Dear Dr.McNeill and WCSD Board,
If considering this extremely difficult decision, please make it make sense. The decision of moving to DL should be made
effective immediately after Thanksgiving gatherings rather than exposing children, teachers and staff during the
extremely high likelihood of transmission/increased community transmission from Nov 30‐Dec 7th.
The goal should be to bring everyone back to campus as early in 2021 as we can if we manage this current surge/make
these adjustments now.
Respectfully,
The Woida family
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Forwarded message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
From: ChrisMeg Woida
Date: Thursday, November 19, 2020
Subject: Distance Learning
To: BoardMembers@washoeschools.net

While we respect (and even appreciate) the difficult decision to consider moving to Distance Learning in this critical
surge, we as parents request that a decision is made in sound logic.
Bringing students back to campus for a week after Thanksgiving gathering and travel is extremely risky and completely
counters the goal of limiting community spread through the schools.
We already appreciate Dr. McNeill noting the consideration as it allows teachers and students to begin preparing now
and families to put a plan in place as well so they do not have to unnecessarily send their children into an unsafe
environment/risk exposure after the Thanksgiving break.
If transmission risk is limited by using DL from Thanksgiving break through Christmas holiday, we have a better chance of
getting kids back to classrooms after the New Year and the surge is managed.
Thanks,
Megan
Parent of three WCSD children
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

MARY ANN WOOLEY <
Thursday, November 19, 2020 4:38 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Fw: Closing schools

To: publiccomments@washoecountyschools.net <publiccomments@washoecountyschools.net>
Sent: Thursday, November 19, 2020, 04:30:19 PM PST
Subject: Closing schools
PLEASE DON'T - As a Grandmother of 4 school students, I have followed closely relevant information on contact vs
distance learning. Far greater damage will be done to our students, educationally, emotionally, and socially, by closing
the schools and going to distance learning. It is my understanding that a majority of the schools have had few or no
cases of Co-Vid. Wouldn't it make more sense, to close those with large numbers of cases rather than punish all for the
few? I have great respect for the way Dr. McNeill has handled the pandemic and competently addressed the complex
issues related to Co-Vid. Please, Dr. McNeill, do not cave in now. Continue to push for what is right for our children. If
the problem lies with community resources, then those in charge must be held responsible for their lack of preparedness
and challenged to address their shortcomings, Mary Ann Woolley
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kerry Laster
Thursday, November 19, 2020 6:15 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Distance Learning

First I’d like to express a great amount of gratitude to everyone in the WCSD who has made in‐person learning for the
kids possible. The tireless efforts that administration, principals, staff and everyone who keeps the school buildings and
our kids safe is greatly appreciated.
I saw a wonderful change in my grandson when he went back to his school to experience the much‐needed, face‐to‐face
learning that only in‐person can provide. During the smoke days that the district had, I was taking care of him while his
parents worked, and to say the least, Grandma was not very good at home schooling on the computer with him. I
struggled, he struggled and it was hard on both of us.
If it goes back to full distance learning, we will fail our children and grandchildren. Mom and Dad have to work, so
therefore, many, many grandparents have to step in. This is hard on everyone. Please, please continue in‐person
learning and do the case‐by‐case exclusions as you have been doing. If anything, the children who need in‐person the
most is elementary. These children simply need the social exposure and the academics at school that a computer/zoom
meeting cannot provide.
Again, thank you from the bottom of the grandparents’ hearts that you have provided in‐person learning. This is so vital
for these young ones’ lives.
Kerry Laster
Gomm Grandparent
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

amymg97
Thursday, November 19, 2020 8:06 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Distance Learning Start Date

To whom it may concern,
As a parent of two children and an employee of the WCSD, I am reaching out to the Board of Trustees to
thoughtfully consider implementing full distance learning on November 30th. With infection rates at an all time
high and exclusions soaring, please protect our community, our children and staff and stop in person
learning. My main concern is the refusal of other community members to forgo large gatherings for
Thanksgiving, which will lead to increased transmission of COVID 19.
Sincerely,
Amy M. Jones

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy , an AT&T LTE smartphone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Andrea Corbett
Thursday, November 19, 2020 9:19 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Distance learning

I understand with the uptick in COVID cases that the Washoe County school district is making a decision to go to full
distance learning. Yes, our children need to have in person learning it is what is best for them! If there is a decision to do
full distance learning, then the teachers should be teaching via zoom as if they were teaching in their classrooms. When
the kids are doing distance learning the teachers have not been available to teach the students that they are being paid
to educate. Therefore, our children are not learning!! This is a huge problem. Parents are working full time and do not
have the experience to teach their children. This is why teachers have a college education for teaching. Please do what is
right and have the teachers do their jobs!! If it needs to be full distance learning, then the teachers need to teach via
zoom each of their classes....for the full amount of time they would spend in the classroom with the students. I implore
you not squander our children’s education. It is vital for their futures

Andrea Corbett
Grandmother of two Washoe County students
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Eakjot Sekhon
Friday, November 20, 2020 1:26 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Distance Learning Switch In December Question

Hello. I attend a washoe county school district high school and I have a concern about making the switch to full distance
in December.
What will be the process for finals?
Finals dictate a large part of our grade and I’d like to know if you have a plan to release about finals for the meeting on
Tuesday the 24th. I’d like to prepare in advance on how to study and take them.
Thank you,
Eakjot Sekhon
McQueen High School
Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Friday, November 20, 2020 5:59 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Distance Learning

Please consider keeping schools open. The stats still show they are not impacted and are making a full recovery and are
not the ones using hospital beds. It is imperative they be in person. It is impossible for working parents to manage.
There are repercussions to distant learning. They are impacted in depression, health and their education. We are a
upper middle class family well equipped with an education and still I feel my family suffers through distance Learning
because we work. My kids end up anxious and frustrated on these days.
Also consider these more severe impacts: that boy was recently killed in our county at home during a digital day. If he
had been at school that day, it may not have happened. He was left home with that man because he didn’t have a safe
place to be. I am sure there are many more of these cases out there. I’m sure there are many children relying on that
safe place to be.
Thanks for listening.
Shutdowns are not showing long term that they will get us out of this pandemic. These kids will be one that can fight this
pandemic with antibodies and have an educated society to bring into the future.
Katie Jameson
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Colleen Woolley
Friday, November 20, 2020 7:52 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Please keep schools open

To the Board of Trustees,
I have been pleased with your handling of this crisis thus far. Giving parents the choice was the 100% correct decision in
my opinion.
I have 2 children (K and 2nd grade) who have been attending school in person since August at Melton. It has gone
remarkably well so far. My kids are learning and are so happy to be at school with their friends. They have handled the
new rules and changes so well. Their teachers and all of the school staff are doing an incredible job. The most
challenging part of the school year for us has been the distance learning days because distance learning is not effective
for young children, period. Every time I turn on the news this week there seems to be an expert talking about the
ineffectiveness of distance learning and the detriment caused by kids not being in school. They are disengaged, don’t
have the same motivation as they have in school, and suffer socially and emotionally. Not to mention the massive
inconvenience this places on parents. Distance learning days with young children require a full day of work for parents
as the children cannot do it themselves. How are working parents supposed to manage this? Those who can work from
home have a job to do at home in addition to teaching their kids which just isn’t feasible and many don’t have the luxury
to work from home. What do they do? Perhaps team up with other families, grandparents step in to help, attend Boys
and girls club, daycares, etc. which will probably drive cases even higher as these environments aren’t structured like
schools with full mitigation measures in place. Parents are already stressed and exhausted and putting this on us now is
so unfair, especially when the plan in place seems to be working. We have had 2 cases at our school. We were notified,
classes were excluded and then returned to school after the exclusion period. Most importantly, no spread occurred.
How is this not considered a success? Some schools have yet to even have a single case.
This crisis has been going on since March. The fact that testing and contact tracing capacity hasn’t been ramped up is a
complete failure of local, state and federal governments. I understand the contact tracing challenges of middle and high
schools because the students move around the school but elementary school appears to be easier as you can exclude
the class. While I think schools should remain open for all students, elementary schools should remain open
at minimum. Look at Europe where even as there are new lockdowns, schools are remaining open. Do they prioritize
their children’s education and well being more than us?
Please do not close down schools. Let’s put our children first.

Thank you,
Colleen Woolley

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brittany Ewers
Friday, November 20, 2020 8:19 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Possible switch to WCSD calendar and virtual learning

Hi board members,
‐ Switching to virtual learning makes sense due to county case rates and hospitalizations.
‐ Switching spring break to a longer winter break does not make sense.
I am a parent to 4 children in Washoe County, 3 of which attend Washoe County schools (middle and elementary). I
would like to state I have no complaint to switching to virtual learning during December and January due to surging
cases, the inability to contact trace, and the availability of testing. I understand that these are difficult times and we all
must work together to do what we can for the community.
My concern, and the reason I am writing you today, is mostly due to the proposed elimination of Spring Break in trade
for a longer winter break. This is not a good idea. Without the ability to see into the future we have no way of knowing
what the spring will bring us as far as covid restrictions go. I believe it is in the best interests of children to continue
learning, even if it is in a virtual setting, on the calendar initially proposed. There is evidence that children regress during
long absences from school and switching to four weeks at winter could make children regress more academically.
Furthermore, by the spring we all (parents, children, teachers) need a break. I hope the board will take this into
consideration and if you are going to approve moving to virtual instruction December 7th, do so without removing
spring break. Thank you.
Brittany Ewers
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Avansino, Daniel
Friday, November 20, 2020 8:21 AM
Public Comments
High School Return to School and Distance Learning

To whom it may concern:
My name is Dan Avansino and I am currently a teacher at Reno High and have accrued 22 years teaching experience in
WCSD. I was put aback reading the RGJ article about WCSD starting distance learning on December 7th. I cannot
understand why high schools would not shut down after Thanksgiving. Why put teachers and students at risk after a
holiday where there are those who will surely decide to get together? I understand there may be some difficulty with
elementary students, but we at the high school level, have shown the ability to adapt to distance learning at a moment’s
notice. During this current COVID wave, we are already a patched up, mere semblance of what our school and classes
should be.
Thankfully, I have not missed a day of school all semester. I am, however, considering missing the week after
Thanksgiving should we come back to minimize my COVID exposure and consequently the exposure of those close to
me. If we are shutting down, and going to distance learning, I VEHEMENTLY suggest that we do so immediately after
Thanksgiving.

Sincerely, a concerned WCSD teacher,
Dan Avansino
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sierra Gil
Friday, November 20, 2020 8:49 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Public Comment for BoT Meeting 11/24 - Distance Learning December 7th

Good morning Board of Trustees,
While I have many concerns and frustrations I wish to share, I will keep this particular email short and on the topic of Dr.
McNeill's proposed distance learning. While I am overjoyed to hear the news of us potentially going to distance learning
(as it has been a long time coming and I can't wrap my head around why it took so long), I am failing to understand how
moving to distance learning on December 7th makes even a shred of sense.
Students and the community will go on their Thanksgiving breaks, travel, drive across state lines, fly, gather with friends
and family they haven't been exposed to before, share, and almost certainly not wear masks and not social distance.
Thanksgiving will be a DANGEROUS time, and the vast majority of countries, colleges, and places realize this and have
shut down after Thanksgiving to mitigate it. Yet, you are recommending that after students and the community
congregate with families and strangers alike... we come back to in‐person school for a week before going to distance
learning...? I cannot find the logic in this. The point of going to distance learning is to stop the spread, but if you wait a
week after Thanksgiving to do that, you are defeating the purpose of going virtual because COVID WILL SPREAD in
schools during that week back.
Going to distance learning is absolutely the right choice. I take a risk everyday that I come to school, not only for my own
health but for the health of the immunocompromised family members that I take care. I have watched our risk meter
increase, positive cases/rates increase, hospitals become over capacity AGAIN, and yet, nothing happened. Teachers and
students getting COVID, thousands of exclusions, I've had to get tested for it myself when I became incredibly sick, and
yet, nothing happened.
I'm glad that something is finally happening, and urge you to amend Dr. McNeill's recommendation so that distance
learning begins November 30th, immediately after Thanksgiving break. This amendment will SAVE LIVES.
Thank you for your time,
Sierra Gil
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Anji Day
Friday, November 20, 2020 10:16 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Possible School Closures

Good morning,
I am writing in regards to the recommendation that all WCSD schools go to full distance learning. I am a single mother
and work full time and my child attends the Sierra Kids program before and after school. With only a few family
members left, I have no one to watch my son full time, make sure he is on zoom meetings and completing his work so
his education does not suffer. If I don't work, I don't have anyone to help me with my bills. My rent just went up another
$100 per month too. I am sure you have heard all of this as I know I am not the only one who is in this position. I don't
understand why this is being pushed to a point that it's causing tremendous stress on families. Don't get me wrong I do
understand the importance of keeping everyone safe from COVID however there should be a different plan in place for
the children and their education. If there is nowhere for my son to go, I will lose my position that I have worked
extremely hard for the last 7 years. Alone, I have been able to earn my way out of state assistance and I am very proud
of that. Please don't take this away from me and please don't take my son's chance at a solid education.
Sincerely,
A terrified single parent
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Peter Lucier
Friday, November 20, 2020 10:25 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Keep in-person elementary optional

Dear Board of Trustees,
Please do not close the elementary schools. Elementary schools are the safest place our children could be right
now. The elementary schools already consist of safe pods of mask-wearing students.
The children will not simply disappear if schools close. The elementary schools are safer than the alternative
arrangements that parents will be forced to make if the schools close. Kids will end up in daycare, the boys’
and girls’ club, in each other’s homes, or with grandparents (some of the people that actually need protection
the most). Sadly, some will end up at home alone, unsupervised.
Young children are not able to learn via distance learning without constant parent supervision. Zoom calls are
boring for young children, children complain that they cannot see what the teacher is writing, children interrupt
their siblings’ zoom calls, children goof off, they mess around with the zoom settings, and since teachers are not
in the room with students, the teachers ask parents to serve as zoom monitors. Working parents cannot spend
all day supervising their young children to ensure that they are behaving on their zoom calls and doing their
school work.
The effort that teachers and administrators have put into improving distance learning has been
herculean. Unfortunately, that effort has been entirely wasted on my family and families like mine, as distance
learning does not work for us. Undoubtedly, there are families for whom distance learning works well. These
families, of course, have had the option of distance learning since August.
In sum, cancelling in-person elementary school will not help our community’s Covid problem, and could quite
possibly make it worse. Further, our community’s children will also suffer from lack of proper
education. Please do not cancel in-person elementary education.
Sincerely,
Peter Lucier
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Uboldi, Jamii
Friday, November 20, 2020 10:26 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Recommendation for Distance Learning

As a parent to a kindergartner at a Sparks school, I would like to express my personal opinion that schools should remain open.
Parents were not surveyed this time to understand how this will impact our homes, jobs and other factors.
I realize this is a challenging decision but should be made with consideration to families and teachers. Some schools, including ours,
have minimal to no cases and are doing a great job mitigating COVID-19. The increase is cases is community-based, and not a result
of schools being open. I understand closing schools is one strategy to minimize the increase in cases. Please consider the following.
1)

2)

3)

4)

The well-being of our children is incredibly important. Everyone, including teachers, are taking risks during this time. Some by
choice and others not. We must consider how virtual learning will impact those kids that are high-risk and those that do not do
well in this learning environment. I think we can all agree, WCSD does not have a strong distance learning platform that
supports our kids. My son for example struggled when we had a week of virtual learning due to the fires. I also have friends
who have High School students who now need counseling and other support to help them navigate hybrid learning and the
impacts it has to their mental well-being. The American Academy of Pediatrics has also strongly stated that schools should
remain in-person as much as possible to support students. Lastly, closing a few extra weeks in December and January does
not seem like it will make a strong impact.
Finding reliable and affordable childcare during this time is difficult and knowing we only have a couple weeks to do so if you
make the recommendation to go virtual, is upsetting. I work at a local hospital, and if your interest is to help alleviate hospitals,
you are actually contributing to a greater problem. Our staff currently, and others from area hospitals I spoke to, are already
challenged with finding childcare beyond what they have available. The very healthcare workers that need our support will be
even more challenged to decide whether they remain working or stay home to teach and raise their children. We have already
seen healthcare workers leave the industry to manage virtual and hybrid learning. Frankly, any industry is in the same position
and this was a discussion when the school season began in August. If all schools go virtual, then you perpetuate the problem
by encouraging families to gather in groups and support each other with childcare, just so they can continue working to
support their family.
The feedback I have heard from many teachers at my child’s school is that they feel safe, comfortable and want to be in
person. I know a minority group of teachers feel differently. Everyone is entitled to their opinions but please make decisions
based on the majority of people’s needs. I support and appreciate the work of teachers but please remember, many other
people in this community are putting themselves at risk when going to work; teachers are not the only ones at risk.
Kristen McNeill has specifically referenced at-risk students including significantly increased abuse and suicide rates. This has
been a core of her rationale for keeping schools open. My child does not fall into this category but I feel strongly that these
children deserve to be safe. Their safety should outweigh the argument that distance learning is the solution. We cannot let
these kids come in last place again. They deserve a safety net including meals, learning and a safe place to be during the day.
I have rarely seen this argument at the forefront of any media reporting or public information. We need to consider these
students, if nothing else. Some are arguing that they don’t want to see a teacher or student die of COVID-19 on their watch,
and I don’t either. But what about at-risk students and their safety? It seems far likelier that they are in harm’s way than the
number and severity of COVID-19 cases reported at each school.

Above all, I understand no decision is easy. On behalf of many parents, we appreciate you hearing our feedback and considerations.
Jamii Uboldi
Parent of a Kindergartner
Healthcare Worker

UHS of Delaware, Inc. Confidentiality Notice: This e‐mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the
intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure
or distribution of this information is prohibited, and may be punishable by law. If this was sent to you in error, please
notify the sender by reply e‐mail and destroy all copies of the original message.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Franklin, Megan
Friday, November 20, 2020 11:21 AM
Public Comments; KMcneil@washoeschools.net
COVID Closures

Dear Board Members and Dr. McNeil,
As a first grade teacher and mother of 3 WCSD students I want to thank you for making the bold choice to open schools
for in‐person learning in August. I can’t tell you what it means to my family, and to my students to be IN
school. Whether I am teaching an important phonics lesson, or out on the playground watching the kids laugh and play I
am struck by the necessity of in‐person learning. These things CANNOT be replicated at home, especially for our
youngest students who don’t have the capacity to sit and stare at the computer for an extended period of time.
I know that our community is facing a very difficult period of time with COVID cases increasing, and I know that you
don’t take the position of moving to full distance learning lightly, but I ask you to consider all options, before choosing a
district wide shift until January 19th , as was stated in the news. As a parent and teacher I could support a shorter shift
(although, I truly believe in‐person is the best and safest place for students to be.) I don’t see why we couldn’t distance
learn for the 3 weeks between Thanksgiving and Winter break and then resume in‐person as scheduled on Jan. 4th. At
the very least elementary schools should be focused on in‐person as soon, and as much as possible! Lastly, any changes
in learning models SHOULD NOT take away from Spring break. This, hopefully, will be the first time we might be able to
travel. I know many teachers and families that already have plans.
I’d like to share this anecdote from a recent Zoom learning session (my class is currently excluded.) One student said he
had plans to travel over Thanksgiving, another student scolded “ Please be safe and don’t get sick. We want to be back
in school!” Everyone unmuted and agreed. The students NEED and WANT to be in school.
Thanks,
Megan Franklin
Jessie Beck ES
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Shoolroy, Aaron
Friday, November 20, 2020 12:25 PM
Public Comments
Nov. 24th Board Meeting Public Comment

I am in support of our high schools and middle schools staying in the hybrid, in‐person modality until winter break. The
case numbers show that very few infections and spread are happening within schools. Where feasible, I think that we
should keep our students coming to school to receive in‐person instruction. Going full distance on the 7th of December
will pose the same risk of infection for students and staff after the Thanksgiving holiday as remaining in the hybrid
model for two more weeks. The week of November 30th will not give teachers a week to prepare as we will already have
our hands full teaching that week leaving us little “extra” time to prepare for full distance teaching. It would make the
most sense (from a covid standpoint) to be either full distance from Thanksgiving on, or stay hybrid until December 17th.
I am also not in favor of doing away with spring break this year to lengthen winter break by two weeks. January 18 to
June 4th would be an awfully difficult haul with just two vacation days during that block. Families and teachers have also
already planned non‐refundable trips during that planned break leading to the very real possibility of significant
absenteeism by both students and staff during one or both of those weeks if we try to have school those weeks.
Thank you,
Aaron Shoolroy
Science Faculty
Reno High School
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

bonnielk
Friday, November 20, 2020 12:29 PM
BoardMembers; Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Comments on a return to full distance learning Dec 7

I am writing to support continued in‐person learning for our students with a goal and plan to get our MS/HS students
back on campus full time in the immediate future. I do not support a return to full distance learning at this time. While I
am aware of the increase in COVID cases in our communities, the decision to shut down in‐person learning needs to be
evaluated by site, not in a blanket decision to treat all schools the same district wide. WCSD is large and covers a wide
geographic area where COVID conditions also vary significantly. I am the parent of a HS student in Incline Village. Our
schools thankfully have not had issues with COVID breakouts/exposures and we are somewhat isolated as a community.
To shut down our in‐person learning based on what is happening elsewhere in the district is unnecessary and
unjustified.
Distance learning is not meeting the needs of our students. The quality of instruction is not adequate to allow our
students to achieve academic growth. In many instances the weight is being put on the students themselves to be self
taught from videos and powerpoint presentations. These tools are not equal to in person instruction. The opportunities
for social and emotional growth are severely diminished. Our special needs students are not getting the supports and
services they require and are entitled to so that they can succeed, making it difficult and in some cases impossible, for
them to access their education in a way that is at least equal to their peers. Many students are regressing. Many
students are suffering.
As you make a decision that has such a profound impact on our students, families and communities I hope you will take
the time fully evaluate and understand the negative impact distance learning has both in the short and long term. Thank
you.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Shayla Palmer
Friday, November 20, 2020 12:30 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Pls keep elementary schools open

Hi!
I hear that the school board will be voting on whether to keep elementary schools open or closed for the rest of the
year. I highly recommend that you keep the elementary schools open. It is extremely important for our children to be in
the classroom and have social interaction with other children. Thus far this age group has not shown to be a huge risk
for Covid.
Thank you for taking my view into consideration!
Shayla Palmer
Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Meg Jack
Friday, November 20, 2020 12:54 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] elementary schools

Dear Washoe County School Board Members,
My name is Meg Jack and I'm a long standing Reno resident, daughter, sister, mother and an Emergency Physician. I
know this has been extremely stressful and commend you for your efforts
As a frontline worker, I take care of COVID patients daily and we are experiencing a definite surge. I understand your
concerns and desire to keep our community safe. But, I need to tell you that the schools have been wonderful in
keeping our children safe. The positive cases seem more associated with outside influences rather than school
transmissions. Both of my kids are already academically behind in school because of the issues in the last year. In
addition, I know many parents are not able to have someone watch their kids if the schools were to close again, myself
included. For example, as an Emergency Physician, I do not have the ability to call in sick, or have someone else cover my
shifts. It's just not possible with the high volume of COVID patients in need of care, and dying. We won't be able to do
this without support.
As far as being a physician, I am not worried about my kids exposure at school and in fact am more worried about the
psychological and educational ramifications of them not being in school. Some kids have fared far worse than mine. I've
seen multiple children try to kill themselves and one in fact carved the jokers smile into his face. It's heartbreaking. The
level of depression and anxiety has risen dramatically for our children. I feel that distance learning should be a decision
made by families, individually, so that those who prefer distant learning can choose to stay home. Please, please let the
kids go to school. The long term ramifications of this outweigh their exposure.
Sincerely,
Meg Jack MD
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Erin Laster
Friday, November 20, 2020 1:29 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Public Comment for Next Meeting

To the Board of Trustees,
First of all, thank you for making education in Washoe County a priority over the past several months by allowing schools
to meet in‐person. I know many children have thrived in the new and safe school conditions and are making progress,
both academically and socially.
Please consider keeping elementary schools open as usual for the remainder of the school year. According to the
numbers posted on the WCSD website, the rate of covid in elementary schools is 1.5 cases per school as opposed to the
10 cases per school in secondary schools. The problem is not in the elementary schools. By shutting down secondary
schools only, it will still allow for testing and contact tracing to "catch up."
We have already experienced the difficulty young learners (and parents) have with distance learning, and it would be
best for those students to remain in school, in‐person for as much exposure to instruction as possible. Kids of working
parents will have to go somewhere. They will either go to daycare settings, other kids' homes, and/or have someone
from outside of their home coming in to watch them and help them with distance learning. These options are nowhere
near as safe as schools as masks and distancing will most likely not be required or monitored. Why not shut down bars,
restaurants, or casinos first? Some parts of Europe have shut everything down except schools making education a
PRIORITY in their countries. Let's do the same. Dr. McNeal has been stressing the importance of in‐person school over
the past 6 months and has worked hard with the school leaders to make in‐person learning safe and possible. Let's
continue to provide safe, in‐person instruction for as many students as possible by allowing the elementary schools to
stay open until their covid case rate reaches that of the secondary school level. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Erin Laster (Gomm Parent)
‐‐
Erin Laster, M.Ed., BCBA
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Repko, Margaret
Friday, November 20, 2020 1:56 PM
Public Comments
No return after thanksgiving

The biggest spike in our county came the week following Halloween.
The week following Thanksgiving, Nov 30‐Dec 4, we will have another spike. Hundreds of families are carrying
the virus and will spread it during the holiday.
There is no sense, no data, no evidence that returning after Thanksgiving will be safe. We do not have testing
or contact tracing, as you have admitted, and we will not have testing and contract tracing after Thanksgiving.
Close schools on November 25th and open them when our positivity rate returns to 5% or below. Keep us
closed. Keep us safe. Protect our lives.
Maggie Repko
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Shuster, Sarah L
Friday, November 20, 2020 2:01 PM
Public Comments
Keep our schools open

Dear Board of Trustees,
I ask that you please do everything in your power to keep schools open for in‐person learning. Please
continue to keep it a case by case for each school ‐ I know COVID is not to be taken lightly however the mental
health and safety of our students goes beyond COVID. Online learning is nearly impossible for the younger
students, they are NOT getting the education that is needed. For the families who do not want their kids in‐
person they still have options, but those that want them in school only have one option and you are taking
that away.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Demi Partyka
Friday, November 20, 2020 2:08 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Board Meeting 11/24/20 Comment

As we know, this year has been trying for our students, teachers, families and everyone involved. However, the decisions
that have been made over the last several months have caused additional stress and inconsistency for everyone as well.
The WEA and the Principal's union proposed a 9 week Distance Learning plan from the get‐go that could have alleviated
the spread of COVID‐19 and prepared students digitally with content they could engage with upon their return, and
allowed for flexibility if needed to extend DL, and also time for students to adjust to Digital Learning. This would have
properly trained and prepared both students and families for the new learning models, including for the transition to
hybrid. Hybrid has not been easy on teachers or students and their families, but the district did not prepare either
properly. The summer should have been spent preparing for the worst case scenario: full DL. Instead of simply hoping
for the best, in person outcome we could do. Instead, it was not a focus of the administrative staff in the district to
spend that crucial time either gathering necessary resources such as devices, as well as preparing curriculum across all
content areas and grade levels. Cohorts of teachers could have helped with this effort, but we were constantly told that
the future was unknown.How are we supposed to effectively reach all of our students with this poor example of time
management and planning and preparation set by our own leadership?
More than anything I want a return to normalcy where I can have my students engaging in hands‐on learning activities
in person, but without the safer and proper response now, we may not return to that for years.
Why are we returning to school in person after a weekend of students and staff gathering with their families (because
we know that will still happen, no matter the recommendations) for 5 days only to switch to DL? Why would we waste
even MORE time? The district continues to ignore the recommendations from staff in fears of upsetting families, but
what we are currently doing is not working for anyone.
Students need routine and consistency, which should have been set from the beginning if we weren't running around in
circles hoping COVID wouldgo away. By now staff and families should be prepared for a full switch to DL, so we don't
need weeks to prepare. Teachers already are doing the digital learning half the time at the secondary level, only
elementary will have a large shift, but that could be dealt with by providing site‐based training or support rather than
continuing to put everyone at risk and further delay the transition, only causing more inconsistency than there already
is.
There is also mention of taking away days from Spring Break. I have one question: For what? What reason would we
need to add days to the school year (beyond the 185 contracted days for staff and 180 required days for students)? We
already added a contingency day for the smoke day cancellation in August, but all other days that have been DL, staff
has worked. You are punishing people who are already overworked and overtired, and I am unsure how this would still
mean only 185 days of work. If you are adding days, wouldn't you also need money to pay the staff for the extra days?
And again, what is the purpose here? Are they PD days? School days? Maybe listen to your own staff for once and know
that we all want things to be normal again too, so being proactive and safe is all we can control right now to hopefully
lead us to a smooth reopening in the future in person. Quit wasting everyone's time and energy, most importantly your
students' and staff'. Please make a decision, and do it quickly. Your actions have negatively impacted staff, students and
families since March, this is your chance to change the course we have been on for the last 8 months.
Effective teaching and meaningful learning requires clear planning and preparation as well as reflection on what has
worked and what hasn't. Use this time to make the necessary changes to provide better resources, materials, and
1

opportunities for our students by making a quick and safe decision, so eventually we can return in person once again
without risking further transmission of COVID‐19. But do not add more responsibilities to the plates of those that are
already spread so thin.
Sincerely,
A frustrated Teacher (who misses seeing her students every day)
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Scott Davies
Friday, November 20, 2020 2:10 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Superintendent McNeill

Hello,
I’m writing because I’ve heard that Superintendent McNeil is going to recommend shutting down all schools in
December, so I’ll keep this email short. My two children attend school at Caughlin Elementary and they have had no
positive tests or issues at their school as far as I know. That being said, my question is why would you shut down their
school? I know they say there is a lack of contact tracing and testing, but nobody has gotten sick from Covid, so why shut
all schools down?
Thanks,
Scott Davies
Get Outlook for iOS
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hampton, Michelle D
Friday, November 20, 2020 2:22 PM
Public Comments
Agenda Item: Spring Break concern

Hello,
I wanted to express my concern about the possibility of utilizing some of our Spring Break days for planning or
school‐related purposes. As a distance learning teacher, I feel this is not equitable. It is unfair to ask us to
lessen our break for planning or other school related purposes when we were not given a similar opportunity.
Many distance learning teacher were not given adequate time to prepare for the unknown of distance
learning. I stepped up to do distance learning a week before school started and right after I set everything up
in my classroom because someone on my team had to make the decision to go out on distance learning. I had
one week to get ready for my distance learning adventure as well as empty out my classroom completely‐right
after I had just spent a week getting it ready. I had one week from going in blind to distance learning and not
knowing what to expect due to little support other than from my amazing admin, and this was the same
amount of time as in‐person teachers, if not less because I was packing up my class and headed home to set
up a classroom there. I wasn’t given an extra week to prep/plan for distance learning, and I know I could have
and would have used that time for sure. Instead I was left feeling unsupported, stressed out because of the
lack of knowledge and support for DL, and I don’t think it is fair to distance learning teachers to have a
shortened Spring break due to the fact that this is business as usual since we have been doing this since day
one of school, whether we wanted to or not. We seem to be forgotten a lot of the time, and I honestly am
disappointed because I know WCSD has appointed someone to oversee distance learning, but I have yet to
hear from that person or even get any information on what that person is supposed to be doing for us. So
please, come up with another solution other than taking a week of spring break away from teachers who have
not been given this same opportunity when it was much needed. Please see it from the distance learning
teaching perspective as well.
Sincerely,
Michelle Hampton
Kindergarten Teacher
Nick Poulakidas Elementary
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ian DeWeerd
Friday, November 20, 2020 2:56 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Reject Proposal for Full Distance Learning

As the parent of a kindergartener attending Bud Beasley I would like to express my disapproval of the Superintendent's
proposal. I believe the school district should continue to offer the choice to attend in‐person classes for those parents,
students, and teachers that are willing to accept the risk. For those who are more risk averse, the schools can continue
to offer distance learning as an alternative.
If the staff cannot keep up with contact tracing, then additional resources and staff need to be allocated to resolve that
issue. Our children shouldn’t have their education suffer due to issues related to the management of the school and
county resources.
Please continue to support multiple learning options and allow the parents, students, and teachers to make their own
informed choices.
Sincerely,
Ian DeWeerd

1

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tamison
Friday, November 20, 2020 3:08 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Distance Learning is Dangerous

To Whom it May Concern,
I plead with you to please keep in person learning open for Elementary Schools. I understand the difficulties this will
present in the midst of the pandemic, but the risks of children this young trying to navigate distance learning is far
worse. Little children will be unsupervised while their parents have to work, or worse, supervised by an inappropriate
caregiver/neighbor/other young child. Not to mention that distance learning isn’t meaningful for these younger kids.
They can’t focus in an environment like a Zoom classroom or at home doing endless worksheets. My kindergartner at
Brown Elementary school has Ms Atkinson this year and she adores going to school. Her teacher makes learning fun and
has bonded with her over these past months. My daughter will grieve the loss of her school environment if she has to do
distance learning.
I understand that resources are stretched thin. I’m an RN at Renown, believe me‐I know what it feels like to work in a
pandemic with limited resources trying to provide the best care for my patients that we can while we are working in
crisis mode! I believe it is the school district’s duty to our children to provide a safe environment for our little ones to
learn while people like me go to work to take care of our community. I don’t have infinite resources to pay for childcare
while I’m working, I rely on those hours that my daughter is in school. Another alternative is to have a teenage
babysitter come watch her, but then we are just exposing my family to more potential viruses. Another alternative is to
have my elderly mom battling cancer come watch her, but then I’m exposing her to potential viruses. What are working
parents to do? What is the right answer? All of us working in service industries like medical, EMS, Fire, Police, we all
have to work through this even if we are in crisis mode. What if we have all those essential workers not coming to work
because they are home teaching elementary school? Our children need to go to school so we can continue to work! I
believe it is the school districts responsibility to join the community in working through crisis staffing and crisis mode
until we come through this pandemic. It’s not ideal, but this is where we are today!
Sincerely,
Tamison Joyer
Registered Nurse at Renown Regional Medical Center
Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Christina Mandeville
Friday, November 20, 2020 3:11 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] School closures

Dear Washoe county school district,
I am writing you an email in hopes that you will hear our pleads, as a community, and keep school open.
I understand the numbers are growing but not in elementary schools. I beg you, as a house hold of two essential
workers, please keep the elementary schools open. My 5 year old son who has an IEP will not progress or learn on
virtual schooling.
If you do close schools, I hope you have an option available for essential workers as far as daycare. Because if you do
not, my child will not be able to attend virtual schooling as I will have to find another option for him to go during the
days.
Sincerely,
Christina mandeville
(Stressed out and concerned parent)
Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Donna Keith
Friday, November 20, 2020 3:21 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Closing school

I truly believe shutting down school right before Christmas break seems kind of silly. Let the elementary kids stay in
school until Xmas break then see what happens. Our kids education needs to be a very high priority!!!
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robison, Stephanie
Friday, November 20, 2020 3:36 PM
Public Comments
Full Distance learning

Full distance learning would be a mistake for Elementary Schools. Parents are working now and they
weren’t in the spring. Many families won’t have someone to watch their child and they will have to put
them in daycares. I trust our policies in our schools more than daycares, especially since children
under 9 don’t have to wear a mask in public.

Thanks,
Stephanie Robison
Juniper Elementary
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Crystal Moser
Friday, November 20, 2020 3:43 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] COVID-19/Distant Learning Dates

Hello.
I am a parent of two WCSD children. I am lucky enough to be able to work from home, therefore, having my
children home does not impact me the same as it does others. I understand there is not a decision you can
make that will make everybody happy and distance learning comes with its own set of struggles.
Moving to digital learning is a huge decision that impacts the community. If you are going to make this
decision, please look at the dates you are discussing. I feel if you are going to move the children to distance
learning, it should be done immediately following the Thanksgiving Holiday. Families are still going to travel
and gather without proper precautions. Some gatherings will stay small, others will not. Sending children back
to school for the week after Thanksgiving opens students, teachers, and staff up for more exposure. I
understand the desire for a week to prepare, however if you are willing to have them in school that week, the
weeks following would not seem to make as much of a difference.
Thank you for your consideration.
‐Crystal Moser
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Paris, Amanda M
Friday, November 20, 2020 3:48 PM
Public Comments
Distance learning for elementary schools

Good afternoon,
There is no looking around the fact that we have the most cases (across the country and also within Washoe
County) that we have ever had. My school got its first positive case a few weeks ago, and I had also been
feeling unwell, so I thought it wise to go get tested. I called the health nurse on a Wednesday morning and left
a message. The answering machine says if you do not hear back in 24 hours, to call the student health line. I
had not heard back by Thursday morning, so I called the student health line, in which the person answering
the phone sounded VERY confused as to why I was calling. She let me know they were extremely backed up
but sent an email to the employee health nurse to let them know I was still waiting. By the time the nurse
called me back Thursday afternoon, I had already felt mostly better. She filled out the paperwork with me and
told me she would email me the paperwork and would then take it to the testing site. She never sent me the
email. I finally emailed my principal Friday morning (at this point, feeling almost completely better) and asked
for the health nurse's email. I sent an email asking for my paperwork. They apologized and sent me my
paperwork, letting me know the testing location had changed to the Livestock event center. She sent me the
paperwork at 2:00PM, and to my understanding the testing site closes at 2:30PM, so I responded asking if it
would still be at Livestock the next day or if it would be back at Renown. The nurse replied to my email with a
smiley face. Saturday morning around 9:30 I went to the Livestock event center and drove around the ENTIRE
location, there was nothing there. I finally drove all the way out to Renown in South Meadows and was finally
able to be tested. By the time I was tested, let alone getting my results back, I felt completely better. I had
used up a weeks' worth of sick days because of how backed up the nurse was. I am not blaming the nurse one
bit, it is not their fault that they are so backed up. However, if they are backed up to the point where I do not
even get in for four days, then it should be time that we are closing the schools. If there are no teachers to
teach, the students cannot learn.
As teachers, we can only do so much to stop the spread. If the families (and faculty as well) are not willing to
stay at home except for school or other mandatory activities, then there is nothing else teachers can do except
hope that we do not get it ourselves and spread it to our loved ones. I understand closing the schools might
make learning difficult for some students, but there have been families sending students to school while
someone at home has tested positive, and by the time we find out, these students have already been exposing
other students.
It really should not be this hard to decide whether a person's education or their life is more important.
Thank you for your time.
Amanda Paris
Music Teacher
Katherine Dunn Elementary
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Larkin, Jenna
Friday, November 20, 2020 3:52 PM
Public Comments
School closures

Good Morning,
Please consider this when make a decision around Dr. McNeil’s suggestion to close for 2 weeks before the winter break:
‐Higher rates of infection: Students and teachers will still likely be traveling over the Thanksgiving holiday. I have 2
students in my class alone, who will be traveling to see extended family. Then we are expected to come back together
for a week with a much high potential or passing on infection.
‐Prep time: If we are back in person after the holiday to ‘prepare’ for DL but we are still teaching in person full time we
are not actually given time to prepare. Our daily schedules as teachers do not have extra room to spend
preparing. What will happen is that we will work later hours and on the weekend, so in reality this time is not actually
beneficial for us.
‐Why even close the schools? Schools are not considered high infection areas: according to several scientist schools are
not where covid is spread it starts outside of the school and is brought in by families who are not social distancing.
(again think about all of the travel and dinner parties over the holiday.) https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586‐020‐
02973‐3 If you keep us open the week after Thanksgiving there is NO reason to go DL after that.
‐Spring Break: I don’t mind giving up one week in the spring and extending the winter break to help reduce transmission,
but please don’t take both weeks. This is a time that many teachers need to take a break and recharge, but also we
grade papers, organize our classrooms, enter grades, and plan for the last quarter of school. If both weeks of spring
break are used earlier in the year please consider giving teachers time to do these things, maybe every other Friday off
or Wednesday…
I know that this is a this is not easy and I hope that you have more information, research, and public opinion than I do to
help you make this decision.

Mrs. Jenna Larkin M.Ed., NBCT
1st Grade Teacher
Lenz Elementary School

"The more you read the

more things you will know.
The more you learn the

more places you'll go."
~Dr. Seuss

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The information contained in this communication may be of a confidential nature and is intended only for the use of the designated
recipient(s). If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient(s), you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication, or any of its contents, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please return it to the sender immediately and delete any
copy of it from your computer system.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Bryce C Alstead
Friday, November 20, 2020 4:00 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Closing Schools

Dear Superintendent and Trustees:
The decision to closed schools based on a lack on contract tracing capacity is a misguided and heavy‐handed response.
We know by now that schools, particularly the elementary schools, are not what is spreading the virus. Even Governor
Sisolak and the governors of northeastern states now recognize this and are pushing for school reopenings. What’s the
logic in closing schools when casinos, bars, and Walmart is open?
More to the point, closing schools is going to have a massively disproportionate effect compared to whatever benefits
you perceive in closing schools. Distance learning does not work at all. We went through this for three months last
spring as well as the numerous smoke days this fall. We have a great teacher, but two Zoom calls and a homework
packet aren’t a replacement for six hours of in‐person learning. Our child is engaged in the process and has her own
laptop, but she’s also 6. There’s only so much a first grader is going to learn from afar. And we’re in the lucky group
where I have the ability to work from home and our child has a laptop and good wifi. I can only imagine how this will
impact less fortunate students.
If you were only considering closing the high schools, or even the high schools plus the middle schools, I could see some
logic to this since those kids are old enough to actually learn remotely (even though its still more than a bit ridiculous
that you’re apparently going to close schools while casinos and basically everything else is still open and pretend that
closing schools will solve anything), but closing the elementary schools is a level above the nuclear option. Let’s not
pretend that elementary aged children are getting anything from “virtual school.” This is not a transition to distance
learning for elementary kids, it’s effectively just cancelling school. Again, whatever benefits you perceive from cancelling
school – and unlike in March, we now know that children are low risk for both catching and spreading this virus – come
nowhere near the harm that would be caused by ruining the second school year in a row.
What you have been doing has worked well. Keep doing it.
Respectfully,
Bryce Alstead
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Friday, November 20, 2020 4:31 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] schools staying open

Hello,
My name is Michelle and I have a child at Lemmon Valley Elementary School. I am writing to ask that you
keep elementary school open. My husband and I both work full time to make ends meet. Closing schools
means my child will be going to multiple houses everyday thus increasing his risk of contacting covid. My child
will also be unable to do the distance learning via zoom because we won't have the resources since he will not
have a consistent schedule and not every house. Lemmon Valley Elementary has been great at keeping my
child safe by wearing a mask and extra hand washing while giving him an education by trained teachers.
Maybe a solution to the contact tracing/staffing issues would be to allow Elementary schools to stay open and do full
time distance learning for secondary schools. It is illegal in the state of Nevada to leave my 5 year old child alone.
However, a child in secondary school is old enough to stay home without adult supervision. Therefore, closing secondary
schools would free up staff and help with contact tracing and allow for washoe county to keep Elementary schools open
and parents to keep there jobs and provide for their families.
Please contact me if you have any questions.
Thank you,
Michelle McAndrews
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

David Zepeda
Friday, November 20, 2020 5:20 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] D.L. After Thanksgiving

Hello,
I am concerned about your proposed plan to take the school district to distance learning after Thanksgiving. This is
closing the barn door after the horse has already bolted. Monday and Tuesday (the 23rd and 24th) should be the final
days with students in‐person until a date to be determined down the road.
Over the five days of Thanksgiving break families will be gathering and potentially spreading a very deadly virus. If
students and staff are together for an entire week after Thanksgiving this is a disaster waiting to happen.
Please strongly consider going to distance learning beginning November 30th. Before it's too late.
Thank you,
David Zepeda
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Andrew Doering
Friday, November 20, 2020 6:18 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Keep kids in school

Hello,
My name is Andrew Doering. I am an emergency physician living in Reno. I am emailing to let you know my strong
position supporting the continuation of in person learning in the Washoe County School District through this difficult
time. I am writing this both as a physician and as a parent. I think it is overwhelmingly understood that children,
especially elementary school children, learn more effectively in person than they do electronically, or “distance
learning”. I think this is very important to them not only for scholarly education, but for social and practical education as
well. The American Academy of Pediatrics has overwhelmingly stated that it is not only safe to keep children in school,
but that it is detrimental to them in many aspects to take away their right to education (and the safety and stability they
receive when at school). To add to this sentiment the CDC has now come out with a very strong and straightforward
statement saying that is safe and that they recommend to keep children in school in the form of in person learning at
this time. For these reasons I cannot understand why we would consider switching back to a distance learning platform.
I feel that my sentiment is shared by the overwhelming majority of parents and professionals, including teachers. Please
take the well‐being of the children and the opinions of the both the American Academy of Pediatrics and the CDC into
consideration before you decide to shut down in person learning.
Sincerely,
Andrew Doering, MD
Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

quandtnicole
Friday, November 20, 2020 6:48 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Possible full distance learning

Good Evening,
I am writing in regards to the upcoming meeting for Tuesday, November 24th with specific regard to the
possibility of Washoe County going to a full distance model.
I believe every teacher and board member is truly attempting to act in the best interest of our students and
WCSD staff. My comment and question is not to criticize the decision to possibly go full distance, but rather
WHY we are bothering to go back after the Thanksgiving holiday at all should this proposal be approved?
I understand the need to give teachers time to prepare for this model, but haven't they had to be prepared for
this possibulity the entire school year anyway? Why are we allowing the kids and staff to go back after the
Thanksgiving holiday and potentially have greater exposure from those who do not adhere to the CDC
guidelines for smaller holiday gatherings?
Will consideration be given to move the effective date of full distance to 11/30 instead of 12/07 to avoid the
potential increased risk of exposure for the one week between the holiday and the proposed effective date?
If a family decides to NOT have their kids return after the Thanksgiving break, will accommodations be made
on a case by case basis? Will the children be penalized for this as far as being forced to change teachers by
electing to go full distance a week early, lose accumulated credits, etc.?
Thank you for your time and I look forward to hearing the board's decision.
Sincerely,
Nicole Orput

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S10+, an AT&T 5G Evolution capable smartphone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Christina Jackson
Friday, November 20, 2020 6:56 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Schools going to Distance Learning

Dear Washoe county School Board,
Please considering leaving the schools open. Closing schools will be detrimental to the parents who work and the
students. They need to be interacting with kids their own age. They need to be learning. Never in the history of our
world have we put a quarantine in place for healthy people. The level of child abuse, depression, suicide will go up if we
go back into lockdown. Please don’t do this to our children.
Thank you,
Christina Jackson
Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Wood, Donna
Friday, November 20, 2020 7:30 PM
Public Comments
School Closures

Dear School Board Members,
Please do not cave to the pressures you are receiving to close schools. We have demonstrated, at the elementary level,
that we can continue to exclude students and safely keep our schools open. Please set a threshold, like we’ve done with
the flu. Then, temporarily close those schools who reach that threshold. Every school in the district does not have to
shut down ‐ we do NOT need to deprive students of in‐ person learning! The elementary COVID numbers do NOT
warrant this. Even if we exclude high numbers of students, that’s OK! We are doing so in order to keep those who may
be sick home and away from the rest of staff and students. They will come back! With that said, we may be over doing
the exclusions ‐ where is the research/data that shows elementary school students are transmitters of the virus? Our
elementary school students who are positive, are contracting the virus from their own homes/families ‐ NOT from
teachers or other students!
We are all VERY clear on the data that shows the frightening, emotionally damaging, and even deadly consequences
distance learning/being out of school has on our students. While we have had not ONE student die of school‐contracted
COVID, HAVE sadly had suicides as a result of closing schools! If you make this decision, any further deaths of WCSD
students will be on your hands. I BEG of you, DO NOT close our elementary schools! LET US TEACH and provide them
with the instruction, safety, food, and social stimulation all students NEED to thrive!
Respectfully,
Donna Wood
2nd Grade Teacher
Hunter Lake Elementary
Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Karla Rice,
Friday, November 20, 2020 7:55 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL]

If your having students go distance learning they should go on thanksgiving break and come back for a week then
transfer to distance. It would make more since not to return after the break when students/staff maybe exposed while
at a family gathering.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Debra Timmons
Friday, November 20, 2020 11:16 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Please keep the kids in school

PLEASE KEEP OUR KIDS IN SCHOOL. They want to be there. Get teachers that want to be there. Speaking to principal’s in
Orange County, Ca they will not go to distant learning. Stop the madness, let our kids stay in school.
Debra Timmons
GRANDMA
Sent from AOL Mobile Mail
Get the new AOL app: mail.mobile.aol.com
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Allison Records
Saturday, November 21, 2020 6:40 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Proposed move to distance learning

To Whom it May Concern,
As a mother and a teacher, I am strongly opposed to moving elementary school students to distance learning. These
students are learning the foundations of literacy and mathematics, concepts and skills that cannot be deferred to at‐
home learning.
Many of our students do not have parental support at home to facilitate learning. A wide majority of parents are
working parents who need to provide for their families. Elementary aged children cannot legally be left at home which
forces parents to make an impossible decision: break the law and continue to work, or stay home and forgo a paycheck.
Distance learning is inequitable due to family dynamics, socioeconomic diversity, family background, and demographics,
because by design it places the burden on parents to facilitate instruction. And parents do not have equitable abilities to
teach children.
Distance learning adversely affects children. Not only in academics but socially, emotionally, and behaviorally. Anxiety in
many households was at its peak when we previously moved to distance learning. Students need to exercise and
socialize to be able to perform academically. This will also be an inequitable practice if the decision is made to move to
distance learning.
By moving middle school and high school aged students to distance learning, and keeping elementary school in‐person,
substitutes will be more available and transportation can be more widely diversified to prevent spread during the
commute.
Please strongly consider keeping school in session for our elementary aged students.
Thank you,
Allison Records

Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tremaine, Laura
Saturday, November 21, 2020 7:06 AM
Public Comments
Teacher concerns

I know this is a very difficult time for all of us, as a teacher is it very frustrating to hear information from RGJ
and NOT our leaders! Parents look to us to have answers and we are left blindsided and it makes it very
difficult to defend the district when we do not get information before the public.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kelly Roper
Saturday, November 21, 2020 8:40 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] If schools close

Dear Board Members,
I remember in July and August there was a lot of public comment that asked if schools were moved to distance learning
that teachers still report to work during that time so that they could teach their students from their classrooms with all
the technology that the school environment provided as well as be free from home distractions.
I am hoping that is still something that will be considered as it looks like we will be moved to distance learning.
Thank you for all you do,
Kelly
Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Cindy Peachey
Saturday, November 21, 2020 11:16 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Board

Members of the Washoe County school board,
I’d like to begin by reminding you the reason you were elected by the people into your position. Those who elected you
were not thinking firstly about the teachers unions or the employees of Washoe county school district. They were
thinking of the students who this school district serves. That is for whom you were elected. The students are your first
and foremost priority and who you should advocate most for. With that said, I wonder if you truly are thinking of the
children’s health and safety when you propose to move all learning to distance for any period of time? I believe that
schools should be the last thing to close and only if it is mandated by state government as was the case last March. They
are not the catalyst of the spread and should not be punished. Allow families who have concerns about elderly family
members make decisions that is best for them rather than close all school to protect some circumstances. Europe has
largely locked down again yet widely they have kept schools open. Why? Because the education of our children is that
important. Dare I say essential. As Irish Prime Minister Michael Martin said “We cannot and will not allow our children
and young people’s futures to be another victim of this disease. They need their education.”
Schools are not super spreaders as so many who fear schools open want us to believe. One of the largest studies, led by
Brown University economist Emily Oster, PhD, analyzed in‐school infection data from 47 states over the last two weeks
of September. Among more than 200,000 students and 63,000 staff who had returned to school, Oster reported an
infection rate of 0.13% among students and 0.24% among staff. I commend the school district’s quick response in
responding to and notifying families of known cases. I believe that process can continue to work.
You cite the biggest constraint as to why you can not continue in person learning in Washoe county is in large part due
to the delay and lack of support for adequate contact tracing. Is there any mandate requiring contact tracing to
continue? Clearly with delays in test results, contact tracing has been a failed attempt to slow the spread. If contact
tracing were working, we would not be having widespread cases. Just so we are all clear, you are proposing to halt in‐
person learning because you can not adequately keep up a process that is not even successful. Is that really in the
student’s best interest?
I’ve read many others comments and I am so surprised at how many people use fear mongering to try to influence your
decision. Saying such things as “their blood will be on your hands” This is absolutely ridiculous. But since people choose
to play that game, let me remind you on September 18, 2020, Stevie Jamon, a 12 year old Swope student was brutally
murdered in his apartment while his mother was at work. He was not at school because the school district deemed the
air quality too unsafe for in person learning. Bear in mind that prior to Covid restrictions, school was not cancelled
because of smoke and air quality. Had he been able to go to school, he very likely would still be alive. A decision made by
the school district cost him his life. Is that not blood on your hands?
Thank you for your service and your time
Cindy Peachey
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Annette Miller
Saturday, November 21, 2020 11:31 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Vote NO on full distance learning

To all the Washoe County school board members:
I am writing to you today because I am very concerned about a recommendation that Superintendent McNeill
is putting to the board on Tuesday, November 24th. I believe that her recommendation to force our children to
go to full
Distance learning for almost 7 weeks is dangerous for their health and welfare. So I pray that you can find a
way to protect our children and vote NO on that recommendation.
We all know that in person learning is better for our children. Although, I believe all of our children should be
in school full time, I am grateful that we at the very least have the hybrid model for our high school kids. Even
the CDC director, Robert Redfield is advocating for keeping our schools open. He said in a webinar that
suicides and drug overdoses have surpassed the death rate for Covid-19 related deaths among high school
students. Redfield argued that a lockdown and lack of public schooling constituted a disproportionally
negative impact on young people’s mental health. The CDC also says that teens are social by nature and
developmentally reliant on their peers. This pandemic has exacerbated their mental health issues.
So, I believe we should listen to the CDC and continue to allow our children to go to school in person. It
sounds like the true issue is that the health department has not put the resources that is required to contact
trace and test possible Covid cases. They have had since March of 2020 to ramp up to handle the cases in
Washoe County. It is sad that in 8 and ½ months, they have not prepared their teams for their
responsibilities. I find it quite disappointing that rather than to require the Health Department to handle their
responsibilities, the school district is suggesting that we force our children into full distance learning…. Why
are we not holding the correct people responsible? Why is this a school district responsibility?
I know that Superintendent McNeill would prefer to keep our kids in school. So please help her and all of us
parents by voting NO to full distance learning. Please choose the other recommendation of asking the County
to provide additional resources for contact tracing and testing.
I appreciate your time in listening to my concerns.
Thank you,
Annette Miller
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Forseth, Samantha
Saturday, November 21, 2020 11:33 AM
BoardMembers; Public Comments
Issue: Switch to full Distance Learning

Dear WCSD Board of Trustees,

The shutdown of our brick-and-mortar schools is a real-life nightmare. As a dedicated
educator of twenty-seven brilliant fourth graders this is a fear, both my students and I have
held all school year. Please do not let this become reality. School closure causes unequitable
access, ineffective teaching, and is unhealthy for our mental stability.
Things as they stand now are untraditional, challenging, and scary but we remain grateful
each day. We follow all the safety guidelines. Wearing masks at all times, keeping six feet
distance, individualized supplies, using sanitizer, one person in the bathroom, and students
only stay within their own class. Several students have been on the exclusion list throughout
the year, which is difficult, but we work together as parents, students, and educators to ensure
learning continues and everyone is safe. Exclusion of staff has been challenging and unfair to
many educators as we receive minimal breaks and no prep time, but the student needs are
more important! Many evidence-based collaborative models have been heavily modified or
thrown out. Although we face these hardships every day, my fourth-grade class and school
community stand together, we are a family. We need each other and we love each other,
PLEASE do not turn our lives to the screen which brings us back to inequity.
Let's start with Washoe County School Districts equity mission, "Equity and Diversity will
promote, develop and support equitable practices and policies for a safe and inclusive school
community system; additionally, we will provide assurance of access, representation and
meaningful participation for all." Equity means ever student is provided the support,
resources, and access they need to individually reach the same goal of graduation and college
and career readiness. Distance learning provides major issues with this mission. First, food is a
basic need and resource many of our students rely on. I know we still offer free lunches and
dinners at designated areas, but we need to face the reality that the families that truly need
this food are likely also struggling with other ranges of issues. Including transportation and
instability in some form or another that will also likely prevent them from making it to a
designated area at a specific time to access food. Second, access to technology! I know we as
a district are trying and ordering more technology each day but as it stands, we are only
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providing one device per household which is not enough. Each child needs their own device
to participate in six hours of distance schooling a day. Third, I know efforts have been made
but the reality is not all teachers are not adequately prepared with the knowledge needed to
manage and run a digital classroom. The students will suffer. Finally, many parents are
currently working which creates major inconsistencies in student’s ability to access daily live
lessons. Watching recordings is not equitable and does not provide the same value! Fourth,
primary students, students that are on individualized education plans, and even some
students in our multi-tiered system of supports cannot independently access online
curriculum. These students are not independent learners and will need an adult at home with
them. These groups of students are being left behind in the distance learning model. As the
educator it is not possible to provide these students the resources they need for an equitable
education from the other side of a screen and this breaks my heart as it should yours too. This
brings me to ineffective teaching.
At the elementary age, effective teaching involves face to face interaction between students,
peers, and teachers. Teaching new concepts and lessons often requires on-the-spot
adjustments, follow-up with students, and continuous student monitoring with immediate
feedback. All things that are near impossible to do over a video call which allows you to see
up to nine student faces provided they have working devices. Students requires small bits of
instruction, time to process, and time to collaboratively work with partners. We learn by
doing! Teachers need to be able to quickly interact with individual students in a private format
to then provide students the appropriate resources or prompts they need to move forward
within their zone of proximal development. Each student is unique and often needs a different
tool to be successful, this cannot be provided in a timely manner to individual students
through virtual lessons. Students need independent time to learn by doing. This may sound
perfect for distance learning, but here is the problem independent work requires consistent
and constant monitoring to ensure it is quality work and students that need extra support are
provided these tools. Some of our students, are not independent learners and have not
learned to self-manage whether this is focus, skill deficit, or lack of motivation. These students
are left behind with this distance model. I believe effective education is essential and all kids
have the right to a free and appropriate public education.
Students need consistency, peer interaction, and face-to-face guidance. School closures
completely unravel the lives of children. Covid-19 has disrupted all our lives and caused major
negative effectives on our mental well-being. I fear for our children and only see the reclosure of schools as being detrimental to their lives. Holidays are always a challenging time
for many of our at-risk students and now you throw this at them too because the health
department is understaffed! I am with our children every day and we are having trouble with
mental stability; it is crushing to see a young child crying hysterically because they miss their
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friends that are at home quarantining by choice and they miss the way things used to be!
School closure is going to make this more difficult for my student, which is only one example
of many thousand across the district. Depression, anxiety, and at-risk suicide cases among our
children are rising. We as a community need to make a stand to support these kids by
keeping our schools open and showing we love them. By showing the children their education
and mental well-being is essential!
Life is difficult right now; we are all faced with extreme choices. The dangers of spreading the
virus are real. People are getting sick, and some are dying. The loss of every life is tragic!
Staffing and contact tracing is backlogged. Although, these hardships are real, we still need to
provide children with their right to a free and APPROPRIATE education. Requiring students
and families to move into a distance learning model does not provide appropriate education,
it is full of inequities, forces teachers into ineffective teaching situations, and causes major
harm to our children’s well-being. Education is essential, I am fighting for our children, and
although I do feel at-risk, I feel it is vital to take these chances for the benefit of our children,
our future! Please keep our schools open!

With deep care and consideration,
Samantha Forseth
4th Grade Teacher, Donner Springs Elementary

Samantha Forseth
4th Grade Teacher
Donner Springs Elementary
CONFIDENTIALITY -- This communication is of a confidential nature. Any recipient other than the party named or their
agent is prohibited from reading, disseminating, copying, or distributing the information contained in this transmission.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tawni Steiger
Saturday, November 21, 2020 12:13 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Distance Learning

To whom it may concern:
I understand that Covid 19 has thrown everyone for a loop, but I beg of you to please please please do not put
elementary schools on distance learning. I have two children, ages 4 and 5, that attend Pleasant Valley
Elementary. Both of my children have individualized IEP plans and work with the speech teacher, in my son's case
multiple times a week. In the spring when we were first hit with Covid, the school and teachers did an AMAZING job
adapting and still trying to engage the students. However, it was not beneficial to my children. They don't want to try
as hard or pay attention over a zoom call. My daughter is supposed to be tested in the spring to see if the IEP is still
necessary, and she does have a very good chance of coming out of it. However, my son who is in preschool, NEEDS to
see his teachers face to face in order to keep making the progress that he is. If the schools go to distance learning, I
strongly believe that my son will regress and not be ready to attend kindergarten in the fall. And I worry that my
daughter may regress as well and not be able to come out of the IEP in the spring. I understand that the school board is
looking at the distance learning potentially beginning next month as a temporary move, but I feel like once that move is
made than it will become a permanent one. Our school has had one positive case. The elementary kids need to go to
school. They do not learn over a zoom call. Please keep the elementary schools open for the kids sake!
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Snelgrove, Barbara
Saturday, November 21, 2020 2:07 PM
Public Comments
Distance Learning

As a veteran elementary school teacher in the WCSD, I have worked diligently and am pleased and pleasantly
surprised at how well in‐person earning has gone so far. Obviously, with Covid cases steadily rising and holiday
gatherings taking place (Halloween included), the situation has become more critical. I would so prefer to
teach my students in‐person, but I do realize that the health and safety of many is at risk, especially now.
What concerns me is the districts proposal to begin distance learning on December 7 and not earlier. I would
love to work with my students for another week to prepare them for distance learning, but it makes no sense
to bring students, teachers and staff members back together just after they have gathered for Thanksgiving.
Despite warnings, I know that mixed gatherings will happen and travel will occur. In a brief poll of my class, I
learned that one student is traveling across the country to meet with family, another is heading to California
be with family, while another is going to the ocean for a family get‐together at a rental destination. If we want
to mitigate exposure and transmission, the sensible time to move to distance learning is November 30. This is
what many Universities are doing, in an attempt to minimize transmission after travel and Thanksgiving
gatherings.
Barbara Snelgrove
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Katie
Saturday, November 21, 2020 4:23 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Praise for School Closure Recommendation

Dear School Board,
I hope that you will move forward with Dr. McNeill’s recommendation to move our schools to distance learning. I know
that you are receiving many emails in opposition, and hope that you will continue with the school closures until our
community spread lessens. Please consider this to ensure the health of our children, teachers, and administrators.
Best,
Katie Silva
Parent of a student at Huffaker Elementary
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sean and Megan Zurline
Saturday, November 21, 2020 5:03 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] contact tracing and full distance learning

I am writing to express my concerns with going full distance learning. I have 4 kids at 4 different schools in the Washoe
County School district. I also work for the district in nutrition services at North Valleys High School.
My oldest is a senior at AACT this year. The school just went on temporary full distance because of covid related
incidences.
My next oldest is a junior at NVHS, a school which has had some recent cases, but has not needed to close.
My Third child is in 8 the grade at Clayton Middle School. No cases so far.
My youngest child is in the 4th grade at Stead Elementary. Again, multiple cases but no closure. This child is a full time
digital learner because he is on a number of medications that have compromised his immune system.
Each of my kids are in different school situations based on the size of the school and the learning schedules. My daughter
is afraid of missing out on her senior year experience because you may close the schools again.
My 11th grader insists he is doing fine this year in school, but in reality the attendance taking while on virtual days is not
the best to say the least and he has 28 absences even though he has not missed a day of school in person or digital.
My 8th grader is upset because if the school close he will miss his advanced algebra final that is to take place on 12/17.
He doesn't think he will be able to learn at all on full time virtual learning.
My youngest is the only one who should not have an academic change if the district goes full digital. I'm sure he will be
affected though since he is already on his 3rd teacher this school year.
Going full distance learning would likely harm all of my kids in some way whether it be socially or in their education.
Working at NVHS in nutrition services I can honestly say I have strong doubts about contact tracing in the schools. This
needs to be seriously addressed, but not at the loss of our children's educations.
At the start of the school year I was asked if I wanted to come back. Even with a sick child, I said yes. When jobs had to
be cut because of loss of funds in nutrition services, I still stayed, even with a sick child. I felt safe in the school and that I
was not putting my child at any greater risk by continuing to work.
However, 3 weeks ago he was put on a 3rd immunosuppressant. I still stayed at work, but I began to question how safe I
really was. When all students went to free lunch we had to stop scanning there ID's. We stopped tracking them. Why? I
asked my supervisor and her supervisor and I was told to process the new lunch program the number of students fed just
needs to be entered in bulk at each location. If we scanned cards the managers would need to go in and delete every
student scanned.
This is ridiculous! The managers do not have time to do that. I truly do understand that as our kitchen is severely
understaffed having gone from at least 8 employees last year to about 5 right now.
BUT that was a way of tracking students. Now I hear a student or staff member has been excluded and I have no way to
know if they came through my line. Was I exposed? Even for the 30 seconds they stood before me? What about all those
other students in line with them. These kids do not and 6 feet apart while waiting for their food.
ID scanning is another element of tracing students that has always been done. Now is not the time to take that away.
As a result of my concern in the way tracing is done I have now voluntarily furloughed. My youngest spends most of his
time with me and the fact that no one can tell me if an exposed person came through my line was a risk I was not willing
to take. I get connect ed calls that my son at the same school should not have been exposed, but no one can say that
about me.
In closing I want to encourage you to keep the schools open. Close each one as needed, but do not close all of the
schools. Most of the increase in positive tests are not from our students and staff. Find a solution to the problems, but
don't create more by closing the schools. Please.
Megan Zurline
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Bridget Burns
Saturday, November 21, 2020 5:37 PM
Public Comments; boardsmembers@washowschools.net
[EXTERNAL] In person learning

To whom it may concern,
I am writing to you to protest the schools going to full distance learning. Covid is not being spread primarily through the
schools. In fact, the numbers are low in comparison to the general public. This is not a virus that is fast spreading in
kids.. quite the opposite actually! These kids are suffering greatly in their studies as well as their mental health.
Please, I implore you, don’t take in person learning away from our children.
Thank you,
Bridget Burns

Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Santana, Leina
Sunday, November 22, 2020 6:40 AM
Public Comments
McNeill, Kristen
Concerns RE proposal for spring break

Good Morning Board of Trustees:
My concern as well as many staff members I work with are concerned as to why we are having to make up time
over spring when it should only be one day that we already attached to the end of the year. We have been working and
why are they taking five days from the spring break? I know myself and most of my teachers are working later into the
evening, on the weekend AND earlier in the morning. We are putting in more time and effort due to the multiple ways
we need to educate our students. 9‐14 hours a day plus. So, now educators & students are being punished for it and
having to make up more time. This makes absolutely no sense. Can someone please explain the reasoning behind this?
Thank you,
Leina Santana Starbuck
Get Outlook for iOS
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jennifer Shepphird
Sunday, November 22, 2020 12:31 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] School closure

Washoe County School Board,
I am emailing to let you know I strongly oppose closing the schools and returning to distance learning. There are so
many reasons and facts to keep the schools open and continue in‐person leaning. The CDC just released a very strong
statement stating, “school is among the safest places kids can be.” They stated that kids should remain in school.
Furthermore , UNICEF stated that the benefits of keeping schools open outweighs the cost of closing them. The
American Academy of Pediatrics also recommends to keep children in school. They discuss how important it is for the
kids socially and educationally to be in‐person learning with their teacher and peers.
Please take into consideration all the recommendation from these organizations stating schools should stay open.
Please think of our children and do not close schools! Distance learning is terrible in all aspects!
Thank you,
Jen S.

Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Aleece Rose
Sunday, November 22, 2020 3:32 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Public Comment Nov. 24 Meeting :Distance Learning

Dear School Board, Fellow Parents, and Students
We are nearing the holiday season, one of the most joyful times of the year. Now this year is different without question,
and should be treated with caution. The way we as adults plan to keep our families safe and healthy during this
pandemic holiday season is a choice we all have to make on our own.
You all have a choice to make as well. A choice that should be driven by facts and statistics, the mental health of all the
students, and the potential harmful financial burden you will place on those families who will have to stay home with
their kids instead of bringing home a paycheck.
You have a choice to let the schools decide if they will close independently of each other. A choice to treat the
elementary schools differently then the high schools. A choice to realize that closing in person learning for schools who
have had no covid cases is just not logical or data driven. A choice to let families decide on their own if they feel safe
sending their kids to school.
Before you make this choice for all of us, please stop and think about the ripple effect you are about to cause. Think
about why you would decide to end in person learning when it has clearly been shown that our younger students are
not spreading this virus. Logically, keeping home a subset of the population who does not contribute to the spread is not
going to help the community at large deal with this spike in cases. So why do it???
We as adults doing the safe and right thing in our daily lives is what will make a difference. Do not punish the students,
do not punish the hard working families, do not punish the grandparents who will care for these children, and most of all
do not force a decision driven by emotion not facts.
My advice would be to set limits based on a percentage of cases and let the individual schools close once they hit the
threshold limit. This will also incentivize everyone associated with that school to stay healthy in order for the school to
stay open.
I am very confident we can see how ironic it is that our community is keeping open casinos, bars, restaurants, and gyms,
all places where adults congregate and we would choose to close our schools first, a place where the virus is the most
minimal of all these places. Again I say, please use logic, data, and common sense when making this choice for all of us.
This year has been hard enough, please don't throw another wrench at us, especially right before Christmas.

‐‐
Kind Regards,

Aleece Rose / Sustainability
Specialist
Community Office Solutions
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joe Genung
Sunday, November 22, 2020 4:01 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Distance Learning

To whom it may concern,

It makes little sense to return to school following an extended holiday without allowing for carriers to exhibit their
symptoms...for example Halloween party time and the subsequent massive increase in cases. My position around full
distance is that we should start following Thanksgiving break. If we are going to stay distance for Flu season, let's do
it starting now and if our community returns to manageable numbers of Covid-19 (ie- adequate number of hospital
staff and facilities capable of providing services to infected individuals) then we return in the second semester. In a
distance model, there are many essential staff/counselors/admin who could focus on connecting with our families
and students who are not demonstrating learning or even to help with testing processes. By taking a collective
approach to student learning we have an excellent chance of shifting the educational narrative towards essential
standards and away from archaic models of seat time for credits. More importantly, our students will have clearer
expectations for learning outcomes. Of course, our clients in the community (businesses) and at the
college/university level will have to put more emphasis on pre-enrollment tests to determine if our students have
the capacity to complete the work.

Equitable practices demand that we focus on providing accessible curriculum to our students and the busywork
model of distance learning must be resolved. It is possible to meet as a PLC and provide students with Tier I
instruction IF we can focus solely on that priority. It has proven extremely difficult to serve ALL learners in a
hybrid/distance learning model equally. I respectfully request that the board make a proactive decision towards full
distance models of learning and professional expectations for digital learning from teachers/administration. In
addition, I request that our community health experts determine a level of Covid infection rate that would take
schools in our community from brick to click or asynchronous learning.

Thank You,

Joe Genung

‐‐
Joe Genung
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Michelle Sanchez-Bickley
Sunday, November 22, 2020 5:26 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Keep our schools open

To the Trustees,
As a education alliance board member, mother, and employee in our community I ask you once again not to close
schools. It would be detrimental to our students to go back 100% virtual. The virtual learning is completely ineffective
and our students are suffering. It is well documented and known that children are not affected by this virus and teachers
can remain safe. Other states and countries have continued to keep their children in schools effectively. Children need
face to face education and we are putting the risk of our future workforce and children dramatically behind. We are all
taxpayers that expect and deserve an equal education for all of our children and it is not happening.
Evidence is clear and supported by Unisef, Robert Redfield from the CDC, and the Pediatric Association are all in
agreement. Please keep schools open and protect our community.
Sincerely,
Michelle Sanchez‐Bickley
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Bryant, Sarah
Sunday, November 22, 2020 5:50 PM
Public Comments
Public Comment on putting WCSD on full distance learning

Dear Dr. McNeil and the WCSD Board of Trustees,
My name is Sarah Bryant, and I’m the choir teacher at Sky Ranch Middle School. I understand that Dr. McNeil is
proposing that the school district move to full distance December 7 through January 19. I also just listened to Governor
Sisolak’s most recent press conference where he declined to address school closures, but requested businesses move to
25% capacity.
I would like to communicate what my classes look like at the present time in order to address both of these issues. First
of all, even with the A/B schedule, I have very large classes. Though I am blessed to be in one of the newest schools, and
have a large choir room, there are some classes where up to 22 students are sitting in my room. It is not possible to
socially distance with numbers that large, even in my classroom. If the governor believes that we should be operating at
25% capacity, than there are too many students in my room under the current hybrid system.
However, there is another issue that needs to be addressed. The WCSD Covid‐19 tracker is grossly inadequate. It
doesn’t paint a complete picture of what is happening in schools. For instance, as of 11/22, it states Sky Ranch has five
active cases and “some exclusions.” The term “some exclusions” is extraordinarily misleading. For several days, our
entire 6th grade (except our GT magnet) was excluded. Currently, one whole team of 8th graders is excluded. What this
means for my classes is that I have huge groups of students missing. However, I cannot switch to teaching them
digitally, because I still have students sitting in front of me. I can’t teach them in a synchronous fashion because my
students have to sing outside, per district mandate and for safety. So, I can’t broadcast my classes. What this means is
that the excluded students simply aren’t getting the instruction that the remaining in‐person students are. Or, the
opposite is true. For the 6th grade, since the majority of them were home, I did digital instruction, but that meant that
the small number of GT students weren’t receiving instruction. It’s simply not possible to meet the needs of all those
different groups at all times. Every day we receive new emails of excluded students. I do not have a single class without
some students excluded. But, if the district made the shift to all‐digital, I could run synchronous classes for everyone
and meet all their needs. I wouldn’t be trying to teach students at home and in person at the same time.
The model currently being used, with students being “aggressively excluded” is not working. Students approach being
excluded as a vacation, and very few of them engage. Even for those that want to engage, as I just explained in my
previous paragraph, it’s almost impossible to provide content for them. However, if every single student was on a
distance model, I could align my curriculum and instruction, and students would be receiving equitable lessons and
assignments.
Even though the governor declined to make a decision regarding schools, the numbers he expressed dictates that
schools are too full to continue to operate. Furthermore, as I have outlined, the current model is frustrating to teachers
and students alike. Please consider following Dr. McNeil’s recommendations for a temporary move to distance learning,
for the safety of all, and for a more unified instructional model.

Sarah Bryant, MM
Choral Director/Drama Teacher
Sky Ranch Middle School
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ronnie Avansino
Sunday, November 22, 2020 6:13 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Return to School

Dear Washoe County School District Board of Trustees,
My name is Ronnie Avansino, I am 15 and a sophomore attending Reno High School, and have gone to
Washoe County School Disrtict schools my whole educational career. I have always loved school; I’ve met
many great friends, established long lasting connections with my teachers, and learned a lot over these past 10
years. At the end of my freshman year, in March 2020, our school, as well as all other schools in our district had
to shut down because of the COVID-19 pandemic hitting not only our country, but the world. Last spring was a
frightening and confusing time, and I will admit that both teachers and students alike were lost and
disorganized. Since I have started my sophomore year, I have been partaking in the hybrid model and have
loved seeing my friends and teachers. As of 2 days ago, the number of official coronavirus cases in Washoe
County has surged to a very scary number; 2,128 (via The New York Times). In addition, I know of 3 fellow
students in my personal classes that have coronavirus, and many other people with corona or staying at home
because of exposure or possible exposure to COVID-19, including myself. Personally, I do not think that
returning to school after Thanksgiving would be safe, beneficial, or the right choice for the district to make. As
a student, a lot of the time it feels like we are left in the dark, our voices aren’t being heard, and that decisions
are being made last minute and without consideration of what the students truly want and need. I write this letter
to you hoping that you consider greatly what I have adamantly attempted to express to you; that returning to inperson school is not safe and extremely irresponsible.
Every day that I go to school, I take all the precautionary measures that I have been instructed to do: I wear a
proper mask that protects myself as well as my peers, I sanitize my hands before and after every class, I eat
outside with a small group of friends (this includes in 28-degree weather with snow on the ground), I make sure
my desk is as close to 6 feet away from everyone else as possible, and the list goes on. Although, I know that
many other students are taking these steps as well I can ensure you that not everyone is taking these measures
seriously and quite frankly never will and therefore are putting the entire school at risk. At lunch, I see large
groups of kids, up to 30, all hanging out with their masks down. In the hallways, some people think that it’s
appropriate to eat in the crowded hallway where we are most definitely not 6 feet away from each other. Many
of the classrooms, of which I have classes, are far too small to have every desk 6 feet apart so it ends up being 2
feet. Some of these things cannot be fixed or controlled and as a student I know that the answer to slow the
spread of COVID-19 is not going to be attempting to control the virus in high schools. Too many high schoolers
do not have the self-discipline required to keep the educational in-person environment safe. All day, every
single day I am at school my anxiety is extremely high for fear that I might get COVID and spread it to family
members at home. Most days I don’t drink from my water bottle, unless outside at lunch, because I fear for
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taking off my mask for 30 seconds that one of my fellow students may have the virus. It is not safe for the
students of WCSD to be at school right now, there is no controlling the spread of the disease if the students do
not work with your guidelines, which as of right now is what is happening.
Secondly, I will admit, that personally I do not enjoy distance learning very much right now, and there
are many kinks to work out with distance learning, however, I think that it is the only appropriate response to
the current state of our district. Plus there is ample evidence that distance learning can be effective and has
much potential. Right now distance learning is extremely difficult and often looked at as a last resort. That may
be the case, however if you do not truly believe in your plan it will never work. I am currently reading an
excellent book, by Jocko Willink and Leif Babin, former Navy SEALS, who valiantly served our country,
called Extreme Ownership. One of the principles discussed in Extreme Ownership is believing in your plan. “If
a leader does not believe, he or she will not take the risks required to overcome the inevitable challenges
necessary to win. […] Leaders must always operate with the understanding that they are part of something
greater than themselves and their own personal interests. ” (Willink) Right now, Washoe County Board of
Trustees, you are the leaders of the whole district, and you are part of something much greater than yourselves. I
implore you to consider, if you took ownership of your position, got all of your teachers on board and more
importantly organized and using 1 or 2 of the same platforms, distance learning will run much smoother and
probably be very close to in person learning. Currently, distance learning is a mess, all of my teachers use
Microsoft Teams, but many also use a website that we must check daily, a class notebook via OneNote, a
Zoom, and much more. Rally your troops and believe in the idea that distance learning could be a well-oiled
machine where students truly learn. On a positive note, there is a 5 day weekend coming up to make changes,
which brings me to my next point.
From the literal first day that this school year began, decisions have been made last minute that affect
the students, the first day I was supposed to attend school was cancelled because of the smoke. I know that you,
the Board of Trustees, cannot control California wildfire or the air quality, however you can control what
decisions you choose to make and your plan of action. 2020, so far, has been chaotic, I understand, however the
last-minute decision making is putting a lor of stress on the students, and very likely the teachers as well. Most
mornings, I wake up and I don’t know if I’ll have school or not. “Is it A day or B day? Is the air quality
unhealthy? Are they contact tracing today? Have I been exposed to coronavirus?” I think to myself. Teachers, I
imagine, not only ask themselves these questions, as well as more about their lessons, the zooms they have to
schedule, will anyone be at their class, etc. If you decide now, to go full distance after Thanksgiving, until the
end of the semester, it will be a huge relief to definitively be in the know for once. It does not work for anyone
to make these big decisions the night before or the morning of.
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To conclude, I cannot emphasize my urge for WCSD to shut down all schools after Thanksgiving until
the end of the semester. Clearly, COVID-19 is still being spread in schools and the safety of staff and students is
at risk. I once again implore you to reorganize, to have faith in your distance plan, and send everyone home!
Thank you to whomever takes the time to read and consider the words I have taken great concern and effort to
write to you.
Sincerely,
Ronnie Avansino.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kwasna, Sara
Sunday, November 22, 2020 6:28 PM
Public Comments
For Public Comment, Re: Distance Learning

Dear Board of Trustees,
My name is Sara Kwasna and I am a teacher at Sky Ranch Middle School and have been an employee of the
district since 2007. I am writing this email to share my concerns with the proposed plan to re‐open the week
following Thanksgiving, delaying a move to full Distance Learning until December 4th.
Let me be clear: I fully support a move to full distance learning at this time. This move should be put into
place immediately, effective November 30th.
As I watch the numbers of positive Covid cases rise in our community, I am increasingly anxious about working
in person with the number of students I see daily. With 817 cases on Saturday and 835 on Sunday, I am fearful
for my return these two days leading up to Thanksgiving, let alone returning the week afterwards.
At my school site alone, we have had the entire 6th grade excluded, we have an entire 8th grade team
excluded, and on Friday alone we had 15 staff members excluded. None of these numbers are visible on the
WCSD Covid dashboard, a dashboard which only mentions entire schools that are excluded and has a lag‐time
for positive cases per site of 3‐4 days at best.
I watched firsthand the number of exclusions in our schools skyrocket the week following Halloween. What do
we think will happen after Thanksgiving? As I speak with my students about their family plans, staying home,
social distancing, and keeping gatherings to immediate family are not on the agenda. With the active number
of cases in our community, this is bound to only get worse.
I have been putting in 10‐hour workdays since I returned to work in August. Most days, I arrive at school by
6:30 AM and do not leave till 4:30 PM. I stay late making YouTube videos and recording audio files for my
students. I teach with live Teams meetings every class period, answering questions for my in‐person students
and those at home who choose to join in. I have taken one personal day and no sick days this year, but I am
exhausted. I left work on Friday and felt, for the first time in years, the onset of a panic attack.
There is nothing more I want than for this pandemic to be behind us and to return to teaching as I have known
it for the last 18 years of my career. But in this moment in time, the collective good should outweigh the
discomfort of a few. We need to consider this entire "family" as Ms. McNeil is so fond of calling us. We cannot
just consider the impact on our children, but on the teachers and their families too. We cannot speak about
our students' mental health without also considering our teachers' mental health. If we are in fact a family, the
health and safety of all should be taken into consideration. Just like on an airplane, the adults need to put on
their oxygen masks before they can attend to the children. If we don't, we risk everyone on board.
When I teach, I do not stand behind a plexiglass partition. I cannot maintain 6 feet of distance from my pupils.
When a student raises his or her hand for help, I go help. When a student comes up to talk to me, they do not
stand 3 feet away. Face mask or not, I am exposed to this virus every single day that I go to work. I come home
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to my own children who have been doing full distance learning since the beginning of this school year, and I
expose them too. I expose my husband, who then exposes an entire institution within the State of Nevada
Department of Corrections where he works, one of the institutions not yet exposed. There is a domino effect
here, the impact of which we are already seeing with the record‐breaking numbers of this weekend.

I beg that you consider the full impact of this fall out when you make your decision on Tuesday. The equity of
all students cannot come at the cost of decimating teaching staff. Educators cannot teach if they are excluded,
if they are sick, or if they are dead.
I, and my colleagues, will continue to put in 10+ hour days if we are teaching from home, and in doing so, we
will be able to return to teaching in‐person more quickly and more safely in the future.
Please vote to move our schools to full distance learning beginning November 30th.
Thank you for your time,
Sara M. Kwasna
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From: Caitlin Murphy
Sent: Friday, November 20, 2020 5:20 PM
To: BoardMembers <BoardMembers@washoeschools.net>; pubiccomments@washoeschools.net
<pubiccomments@washoeschools.net>
Subject: [EXTERNAL]
Dear Board Members,
In light of the recent announcements that the schools might be switched to full distance learning I am emailing you to ask you
to please reconsider this. The kids need to be in school. There are so many repercussions that can and will happen if the
schools are closed again. We need to do this for them, the kids, for the family's, for our community. We need to carry on, we
can not do this to them again. School has barley just begun with all the smoke days and fall break. Please please please think
about this carefully it's their future, their education, there mental well being. The kids need schools to be open, family's need
schools to be open.
Thank you for you consideration,
Caitlin Murphy
Concerned Mother
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Emily Rollings
Sunday, November 22, 2020 8:42 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Closing schools and covid

To the Board of Trustees and Superintendent:
We have a first grader at Spanish Springs elementary. They have been doing an outstanding job to keep our kids healthy
and safe, as I’m sure all schools in our community have.
Our daughter has thrived being in the classroom and should be allowed to continue to do so. With distance learning, we
would fight daily and having her get her schoolwork done was like pulling teeth. It made for a stressful situation at home
and created a dislike of schoolwork for a little girl who loves learning and school.
Kids are incredibly adaptable and have done well with mask wearing, temperature taking and hand washing. They need
the structure of the classroom setting.
As a healthcare worker, I do not have the option to stay home and distance learn with her, which means she goes to a
daycare where they do not have resources to give her the attention to her schoolwork she needs.
Parents and schools should be allowed to decide to stay open or not, instead of grouping everyone into one. The rise in
covid cases is coming from the community, not from elementary schools.
I completely understand the risk of our community and increasing numbers but we need to move forward, as best we
can, and not take another step back. Especially when our children’s education is at such a great risk.
Thank you‐
Emily
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Amanda Rodriguez
Sunday, November 22, 2020 9:11 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Concerned

Many people will opt to be around their extended families and friends over Thanksgiving. Why would we put them all
back in classrooms for a week and then go to distance learning? I am questioning the common sense being used in
these recommendations.
Also, this limbo game of will we or won’t we go to full distance is too much for families, educators, educators families
and administration. Please just make a decision about the criteria and where the numbers need to be for us to be in
school and what numbers dictate a move to distance learning.
I am an educator and am not recommending one way or another. But I am a planner and this not knowing from one
week to the next is overwhelming!
I know this is difficult, but there has been time to come up with a plan. We all need leadership of WCSD to be strong
now!
Amanda Rodríguez,
Reed High School
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

matt peek
Sunday, November 22, 2020 9:20 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Please Keep (At Least Elementary) Schools Open

Understanding these are difficult times requiring difficult choices, PLEASE keep schools open.
We now have mountains of data the kids will nearly all be fine physically at school.
Yes, it will be tough on teachers. I feel for them, and that continue to be addressed.
Yes, contact tracing will be harder. The remedy for this should not come at the expense of our
children's education nor, worse, of their emotional and social development.
In the most prepared households, distance learning is moderately successful.
In households where parents struggle in the best of times, distance learning DOES NOT WORK.
I won't bore you with anecdotes of countless discussions with a multitude of parents I've spoken with.
Our kids get one shot at being kids.
PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE find a way.
Matt Peek
2 Children, 4th and 8th Grade
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Heather Siri
Sunday, November 22, 2020 10:50 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Do NOT close our schools

Dear Board of Trustees,
First I want to start by thanking you for the very stressful decisions you had to endure when
voting to return students to in‐person learning this last July. My family and I were beyond
grateful for the choices you made for the elementary school level and the fact that choices
were provided to all families to decide what path of education was right for this academic
year. This year has been rough! This year has been long! We have all made the best with what
has been asked of us.
I’m writing you today to urge you to consider not implementing a blanket wide closure of
schools as Dr. McNeill has suggested. ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS NEED TO STAY OPEN. Young
children can not learn on a computer and teachers are not able to provide the necessary
curriculum that the classroom environment can. When students are in the classroom it is far
more than a teacher led tutorial on assigned material. It is a process of learning and socializing.
It provides children with necessary services and support such as meals, physical activity,
positive connections and mental health checks. During smoke distance learning days my 2nd
grader learned a quarter of what she would have had she been in class. Her teacher routinely
ended those days with an upbeat message that hopefully they’d be in class the next day so
they could do science, social studies, and art. Or that they’d be able to have class led
discussions or dive deep into a new math concept, something that proved too difficult to do
over Microsoft teams given the age of the class. On those days, as I sat to the side as a silent
observer, it was evident that these kids were losing. Distance days are not adequate. While
this form of education is well intentioned it is NOT sufficient to meet the needs of the vast
majority of students and to initiate it for all schools and students will cause catastrophic
damage.
Schools are not contributing to community spread of this virus and yet they’re the ones being
punished? Our county health officer, Kevin Dick, is unable to keep up with contact tracing and
testing and so the school district must pay the price? Our district is struggling to provide the
necessary IEP demands for the students currently doing distance learning so we should
increase that number of students that require very specific help? Please explain the logic.
Keeping students at home is an unnecessary form of virus containment and causes well
documented damage. By voting to implement a blanket closure of schools you are
perpetuating the already present long term deficiencies children have encountered.
1

During Govenor Sisolak’s press conference on Sunday afternoon he stated “we must
reprioritize keeping our kids in the classroom. We’ve seen more deaths by suicide among
students this Fall than in years prior, and it breaks my heart to share that victims have included
students as young as 8 years old. We are in a pandemic, which caused an economic crisis,
which has created a mental health crisis. And getting children back into school buildings is a
key way that we can ensure they are getting the education and support they desperately
need.” He specifically stated that with everything happening in our state and with the
implementation of a “freeze” that schools should NOT be effected. It is time for children to be
the priority. They NEED to continue to be YOUR priority.
The schools have done a great job of implementing measures to keep students, staff, teachers
and their families safe. Classrooms are not driving the transmissions. Studies have shown that
children in school settings are not the primary transmitters of COVID to adults. Additionally,
both students and teachers are at less risk of getting the virus IN SCHOOL than anywhere else
in their day to day lives. So if schools are NOT the problem, how is closing them the solution? It
is not your responsibility to manage the COVID responses of the whole community. The
approach to a district‐wide closure is taking a hammer to the problem rather than a scalpel.
Focus on the areas that need the most attention. Temporarily close each school
site/classroom/individual when needed as you have been. Our schools are not driving the
pandemic, however our children are paying the highest price by forcing distance learning on
tens of thousands of children and families that are THRIVING being back in the classroom.
Please don’t take that away and allow children to be robbed of an education they deserve.
Thank you,
Heather Siri

2

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Thomsen, Teri
Monday, November 23, 2020 6:15 AM
Public Comments
Full Distance Learning,

Dear Dr. McNeil,
As a teacher in the district, I want all students to be in class learning, but as our cases increase, this does not
seem to be an option for our community. All students learn best in class, as well as the social aspects of
school. However, the choice of full distance for our district is at its urgency. With COVID cases at the highest
and no vaccine available, we need to take immediate action. Allowing our staff and students to return to
school after a long weekend with family and friends will put myself and others at risk when this can be
prevented.
WCSD needs to be PROACTIVE, not REACTIVE in this case to save the lives of our community. It makes sense
to start distance learning on Nov. 30, instead of Dec. 7th to prevent the increase of COVID cases.
Much Consideration,
Teri Thomsen
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Condon
Monday, November 23, 2020 6:53 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] For Board of Trustees Nov 24 meeting

Nevada Gov. Sisolak
issues three-week
'statewide pause' as
COVID cases surge
The new public gathering limits do not apply to school districts. Sisolak stated
that the closure of schools has had a huge negative effect on students.
"We have seen more deaths by suicide among students this fall than in years
prior, and it breaks my heart to share that victims have included students as
young as 8 years old," Sisolak said.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Christine Johnson
Monday, November 23, 2020 7:08 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Do NOT institute distance learning

I am a long‐time Reno resident. Both of my kids graduated from McQueen High school and now my grandkids are in the
school system. It is incredibly damaging to our children to force them to do the distance learning and the social,
emotional and mental toll on thechildren is far worse than the minute chance that they will contract COVID and/or
possibly infect others. I urge you to stay with the in‐person school.
If family members are at a higher risk, then they should be the ones to isolate themselves.......we should NOT force the
kids to isolate.
Sincerely,
Christine Johnson
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kathleen Taylor
Monday, November 23, 2020 7:46 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Nov. 24 Board Meeting Item 4.06

I do not envy the position of the Board. For your consideration, I have two children at Reno
High School and I will not be sending them back to school after Thanksgiving. I do not
understand or support the decision to expose children after the holiday for preparation.
Thank you for your time. -Kathleen Taylor
Kathleen Taylor
This message, including any attachments, is the property of Taylor Made Solutions, and it is solely for
the use of the individual or entity intended to receive it. It may contain confidential, privileged,
and/or proprietary information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is strictly
prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient(s) or if you have received this message in error,
please contact the sender by reply e-mail and permanently delete it.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, November 23, 2020 10:08 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Kids need to be in school

To whom it may concern,
Our children are missing out on not only education, but so many other things by missing school. My child was held back
and is repeating 3rd grade, she doesn't do distance learning very well. Besides the fact she's on a 504, both me and my
husband work. Also, kids with learning disabilities will be effected greatly.
In addition, and this should be considered very closely, The CDC does not and has never recommended school closures.
Please think of our children.
Sincerely ,
Rebecca Craft

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, November 23, 2020 10:22 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] WCSD Board of Trustees 11/24 Meeting - School Closure and Negative Impact on
Students

Dear WCSB Trustees:
Please, I beg you as a parent of a WCSD student, do not close the schools. Please do not take away the one
place where our children thrive, laugh, smile (under their masks ‐but smiling all the same), learn, and most
importantly feel a sense of normalcy. More than ever, our children need to be around other
children. Isolating our children from their peers is doing more emotional, mental and physical harm then the
Covid‐19 virus could ever inflict.
I wish ALL of you could witness first‐hand the negative emotional, mental and physical impact your school
closure decisions have on our children/students . I wish for ALL of you to see the disappointment in their
faces, as tears well up in frustration and sadness at the news of school closures. I wish for ALL of you to walk a
mile in all of the student’s shoes, to truly empathize with them, to fully and completely understand what your
school closure decision takes away from the children/students – the sense of normalcy that comes with peer
interaction, in‐person teacher learning, physical movement and exercise, experiences had, memories made,
friendships continued and new ones made.

When it comes down to where children are safest during the coronavirus pandemic, CDC
Director Robert Redfield says schools are the best place to be. – At a coronavirus force
briefing held at the White House on Thursday (11/19/20), Redfield said evidence shows
that students are contracting the respiratory illness from family gatherings and local events
rather than schools.
“The truth is, for kids K-12, one of the safest places they can be, from our perspective, is
to remain in school, and it’s really important that following the data, making sure we don’t
make emotional decisions about what to close and what not to close,” Redfield continued.
“I’m here to say clearly the data strongly supports that K-12 schools — as well as
institutes of higher learning — really are not where we’re having our challenges.”
“The infections that we’ve identified in schools when they’ve been evaluated were not
acquired in schools. They were actually acquired in the community and in the household,”
he explained, citing task force coordinator Dr. Deborah L. Birx.
In October, the CDC updated its report on COVID-19 Trends Among School-Aged
Children — United States, which analyzed health data between March and September.
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According to Redfield, “It would be counterproductive from my point of view, from a public
health point of view, just in containing the epidemic, if there was an emotional response, to
say, ‘Let’s close the schools.’”
Real data tells us that in‐person learning is crucial to the mental health and well‐being of our children. WCSD
can and should continue to stay open while protecting students and teachers from the spread by using PPE
and other cleaning measures already in place.

"The many benefits of in‐person schooling should be weighed against the risks posed by COVID‐19 spread. Of
key significance, in‐person learning is in the best interest of students, when compared to virtual learning.
Application and adherence to mitigation measures provided in this document and similar to those
implemented at essential workplaces can help schools reopen and stay open safely for in‐person learning."‐
CDC: Operating Schools During COVID‐19 19 10/29/20
Please I implore you ‐ DO NOT CLOSE THE SCHOOLS. Please review the CDC data, do not make an emotional decision
to close schools, but rather take a few moments to read up on the facts provided by the CDC and the American Academy
of Pediatrics to methodically evaluate the science and facts – and most importantly – think of the children/students –
YOU will take away their only lifeline to normalcy if you close the schools.
Kindest regards,
Dianna Novotak
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Becky Hepler
Monday, November 23, 2020 10:31 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Keep Our Schools Open

Dear Washoe County School Board Trustees:
I am writing to implore you to keep schools open for our children. Up to this point, I have been impressed with how
Washoe County Schools responded to this pandemic. You have worked through challenge after challenge allowing
parents and families the opportunity to make the decision that works best for them and their families. Further, you
have allowed families the option to switch between in‐person learning and distance learning or vice versa if their
personal circumstances or comfort levels change. As a parent that has opted for in‐person learning for my children since
the very beginning, I am frustrated that The Board and the School District is now considering a full distance learning
option.
I believe we all agree that the best option for our children is to have the opportunity for in‐person or hybrid learning. I
have a kindergartner and a third grade student in Washoe County Public Schools. I can tell you that my five‐year‐old
cannot adequately focus and learn over a computer as we found to be the case during the smoke days at the beginning
of the school year. Additionally, my advanced third grade student is not challenged or learning when the teacher is
limited to virtual classes that have to meet the needs of all students at one time and are often taught at the level to
accommodate the lowest level students.
The understanding that in‐person learning is the best option for our children, is not limited to my personal opinion, but
supported by multiple national organizations focused on the health and safety of our children. The American Academy
of Pediatrics’ statement recognizes, “that children learn best when physically present in the classroom. But children get
much more than academics at school. They also learn social and emotional skills at school, get healthy meals and
exercise, mental health support and other services that cannot be easily replicated online. Schools also play a critical
role in addressing racial and social inequity. Our nation’s response to COVID‐19 has laid bare inequities and
consequences for children that must be addressed. This pandemic is especially hard on families who rely on school
lunches, have children with disabilities, or lack access to Internet or health care.”
We know that school is the safest place for young children when parents are working. When you transition students to
full distance learning, this places many parents in the difficult decision of leaving a young child home alone while they
continue to go to work. A parent is forced to choose their employment (and putting food on the table) over their child’s
safety, this is most prevalent in our lower income families and single‐parent households. The other option is placing
children at the Boys & Girls Clubs, camps, etc. where the exposure to COVID is increased as they do not have the
structure of the school district’s mitigation efforts and the lack of contract tracking is still an issue. I’ve heard the
argument that schools should not be our childcare solution, but unfortunately, that is the society we have built for
decades. The safest place for our children, even during a pandemic, is at school. This is especially true Washoe County
has done such a phenomenal job with mitigation efforts.
I understand that contact tracking is the underlying cause of this most recent potential closure of schools. My children’s
school had a positive case. The classroom involved was excluded and other children were allowed to continue at
school. That one case did not result in any additional cases. Experts agree that schools are not places of significant
COVID spread and we’re seeing that to be the case here in our own district these last few months. Yes, cases in schools
are increasing, but that is a result of increased cases in the community, not from a high number of students/staff
spreading the illness to other students/staff. I understand that contact tracing in the high school or middle school poses
more challenges which often result in the school closing for two weeks. That still seems better than an extended closure
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of all schools. I also implore the Board to look at elementary schools separately from high school and middle schools,
where it is much simpler to simply exclude a classroom. There has to be a better option for our older students as well.
Clark County School District in Las Vegas, which has been full distance learning since August has already seen more
adolescent suicides since the start of this school year, than the entire last year. It is not healthy for these kids to be
isolated at home.
I understand the importance of adequate contact tracking to curb the spread of COVID, but is it fair to our students to
close schools when the entire community, state, and nation is not conducting adequate contact tracing? It is known that
schools are not common places of COVID spread. According to the Washington Post, “The best available data suggests
that infection rates in schools simply mirror the prevalence of COVID‐19 in the surrounding community. So reports of
cases among students and staff should not, in themselves, lead us to believe that attending schools is a source of spread.
What should worry us is if we start to see infection rates among staff or students that are higher than in the surrounding
communities. Along with evidence of large clusters of cases in schools, this would point to the schools themselves being
loci of COVID‐19 spread.” We are not seeing clusters or higher case counts in our schools than the general community in
Washoe County, therefore, it can be ascertained that our schools are not a significant spreader of COVID‐19 in our
community. Therefore, the vastly known benefits of in‐person schooling do not outweigh the risks. If parents and
families feel differently, Washoe County has already provided the option of full distance learning for those families.
The evidence is clear, in‐person learning is the best option of our students. A full‐distance mandate only hurts our
students and expands the social‐economic discrepancies already prevalent in our school system. I understand that the
Health Department cannot keep up with contract tracing efforts, but they are failing in this regard across our
community, our schools and students shouldn’t be punished for their inadequacies. Even the Governor in his most
recent state mandated restrictions placed no restrictions on in‐person schooling.
Respectfully,
Becky Hepler
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Amy B Fitch
Monday, November 23, 2020 11:25 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] In support of distance learning effective 11/30

As both a public health professional and a parent of WCSD students, I was relieved to see Dr. McNeill’s
recommendation and hope you act on it, but I urge you to do so effective November 30th. I am thrilled that my two
elementary schoolers have been able to attend in‐person classes for the past three months and I am grateful to the
faculty, staff, and administrators who have worked so hard to make that possible. But the risk‐benefit calculation has
changed since July/August.
I have been referring to the week after Thanksgiving as ‘peak transmission week’ for a while now. Washoe County has
seen a spike in cases after every holiday, even during the summer when most celebrations happened outdoors. With the
colder weather, those gatherings are now happening indoors where transmission is far more likely. According to the
distribution of COVID‐19 incubation periods, 95% of (to‐be) cases exposed on Thanksgiving Day will become
symptomatic by December 6th, those individuals will be contagious 48‐72 hours prior to symptom onset…precisely
from Nov 30‐Dec 4. It will be soon enough for them to spread the disease but too soon for test results or exclusions.
And this doesn’t even account for asymptomatic cases, which are responsible for up to 30% of transmission, (Moghades
et al, 2020).
WCSD has done a great job at preventing sustained transmission in schools thus far, but that challenge is greater now
with our dramatically increased community transmission rate and the colder weather. You may have heard about the
Swiss Cheese Model. The idea is that no single intervention is sufficiently effective, multiple layers of defense are
needed. We are now relying on fewer ‘holier’ layers than in the past: students are spending more time indoors due to
the colder weather, masks are removed indoors now that lunches can’t be eaten outside, classes are combined in the
cafeteria, testing turnaround is slow and therefore contact tracing is of little benefit. One study found that even
immediate (0‐day delay) contact tracing can only prevent 4.9% of transmission when there is a 7‐day testing delay.
(Kretzschmar et al., 2020)
I recognize there is a desire to give families and teachers notice of a shift to distance learning, but there will almost
certainly be more class and school exclusions after the holiday. A decision tonight would give families almost a full
week to prepare, more than they will get if a diagnosed case results in exclusions. The cases in our area have been
surging for weeks now, I have confidence that our teachers and principals saw this coming and have already started to
prepare.
I agree that in‐person learning is important and I did not advocate for full‐distance learning at the start of the year. I
simply think we need to tighten things down for this high risk period and give the resources in our community an
opportunity to catch up. My children’s elementary school has only had one confirmed case, but public health is all
about prevention.
As a side note, I know many think that parents who don’t feel comfortable having their students attend in‐person should
just switch to distance learning. Perhaps the details vary at other schools, but in our school, we are told that if we switch
we must do so at the start of a quarter for the full quarter. In addition, our children would have a new teacher and new
classmates and if we choose to return to in‐person learning in the future there would be no guarantee of returning to the
original teacher/class. I believe this would be far more detrimental to my children’s academic and social‐emotional
learning than a few weeks of distance learning.
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Amy Fitch, MPH, CHES
Senior Lecturer
School of Community Health Sciences
University of Nevada, Reno
Christakis, N. Swiss Cheese Model: https://twitter.com/NAChristakis/status/1315286236907667456/photo/1
Kretschmar, ME. Rozhnova, G., Bootsma, MCJ., van Boven, M., van de Wijgert, JHHM., & Bonten, MJM. (2020) Impact of
delays on effectiveness of contact tracing strategies for COVID‐19: a modelling study. The Lancet Public Health,
5, e452‐59. DOI:https://doi.org/10.1016/S2468‐2667(20)30157‐2
Moghades, SM., Fitzpatrick, MC., Sah, P., Pandey, A., Shoukat, A., Singer, BH., & Galvani, AP. (2020) The implications of
silent transmission for the control of COVID‐19 outbreaks. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences,
117(30), 17513‐17515. doi: 10.1073/pnas.2008373117
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

sierra.altitude
Monday, November 23, 2020 11:35 AM
Public Comments
Russell Barnum
[EXTERNAL] Please Continue in class Education

Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S9, an AT&T 5G Evolution capable smartphone

Board of Trustees,

We have a son at Reed High School. Everyday we make a risk benefit analysis regarding
the actions we take. Whether it is teaching him to drive, skiing, or mountain biking we
always gauge the possible implications. Having our son attend school in person is vastly
more beneficial and far outweighs any risks COVID may present.
We believe the collateral damage from school closures will be much more devastating for
children and their families than COVID will ever be. Schools primary obligation is
education. We all should realize virtual or distance education is inferior to in person
learning. This is especially true for students of parents who can’t be an active part of the
student’s education. Distance education will only widen the gap for students who are
already struggling.
For some, school is the only safe space. Children not being in school increases the risk of
abuse and neglect. This is amplified by the stress of the pandemic.
It is clear many families rely on school for childcare due to dual working parents. The
decision to leave young children at home alone or leaving the workforce to stay home is
a difficult one. Four times more women than men have stepped out of the labor force in
September. The financial impact for families is catastrophic.
School is critical for social and emotional learning. Studies have shown depression and
anxiety in children and adolescents increasing. This will only rise as more milestone
moments are postponed or cancelled.
Governor Sisolak reiterated the importance of in person education in his address on
11/22. This is in line with the American Academy of Pediatrics and the CDC guidance.
CDC Director Robert R. Redfield’s statement, “It is critically important for our public
health to open schools… School closures have disrupted normal ways of life for children
and parents, and they have had negative health consequences on our youth.”
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As the Board of Trustees, you are the steward and guardian of the District's values,
vision, mission, and resources. We hope those values align with the education and
emotional wellbeing of the students. Please continue in class education.

Russell & Colleen Barnum
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Stacy Norbeck
Monday, November 23, 2020 11:36 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Distance Learning

Dear Board of Trustees,
As I write this, I see 72 other public comments listed, so I will keep this short.
Hybrid is not working.
Please consider full DL starting 11/30.
Please do not change the break schedule.
Thank you,
Stacy Norbeck
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mason, Shari
Monday, November 23, 2020 11:47 AM
Public Comments
distance learning

Dear Board of Trustees,
I am an occupational therapist in the WCSD. I cover three schools and many special programs. I also have high
risk family members. For two weeks now I have been very concerned with the high rates of COVID in our
community. This past week I worked closely with three students from one of our autism classrooms. This
requires me to work hand over hand, in direct proximity to these students. I take the highest precautions in
these settings‐ wearing a mask and face shield and even the last two weeks gloves since my hands are so dry
with cracked areas from so much hand washing. This worry has affected my mental health as you can
imagine.
This morning I was called by a principal to notify me of a positive case in that classroom. The person worked
with the same students I did and was contagious and present at school the days I was there working with
these students in their classroom all day. Now, a few days before Thanksgiving I am excluded for 14 days and
left to wonder if I will become ill. More critically, will my 85 year old dad that we had dinner with last night
get ill? My husband cares for him daily. Will my son with primary immune deficiency get ill? He lives with us.
My family has been so careful, but it matters little since community spread is so high.
I understand and agree distance learning is less than great. I want to be in person 100%. I have given my
everything this year to doing just that‐ handwashing, wiping down tables, wearing masks, and wearing a face
shield in addition when I work with students who don't wear masks and who I must be right next to. Please
remember, many of us work with students who can't be 6 feet away or who can't wear a mask or face
shield. Our risk was high before, but now? our risk is extremely high. There is no right and wrong in this. But
please consider your staff and their families who have given so much to deliver in person learning since
August. The risk of staying in person, even for elementary is very high. I am excluded due to an elementary
school exposure. I am going into Thanksgiving worried about me and my family because of an in‐school
exposure.

Shari Lynn Mason OTR/L
Occupational Therapist WCSD
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, November 23, 2020 11:54 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Please do not go to full distance learning

To Whom It May Concern,
I believe it is NOT in the best interest of the children to go to full distance learning. Our children need social
interaction. The damage that comes from this is far worse then COVID. There are serious psychological
damages that come from not having any social interactions. You are pushing our children to be even more
connected to only to phones and laptops than they already are. I personally have worked very hard to limit and
remove social media from my daughter as it has taken over. Keeping our children busy IN school although
limited is far better than none. I implore you to please continue the current program.
I hope with each email you receive, you also receive suggestions. Here are mine:
1. Is your teaching staff staying 6 ft apart? I can tell you when I drop off and pick up they are not. They wear their masks
but are not staying 6 feet part. ( CDC says 15 mins in 24 hr period even with a mask is exposure) Best practice stay 6 feet
apart. Are your teacher's lounges set up to allow distancing? Do you have plexy glass seperating where social distancing
is not possible? If your staff if not eating or drinking are they wearing masks? These are steps everyone needs to be
doing. Your staff needs to be onboard with being examples. Are they? My guess they are not as the staff seems to be
where the issue lies not with the students.
2. If you have a teacher or teachers that have COVID or are exposed but unable to provide a sub then do social
distancing for the day or the students that have that class for first period or last do a late start or early out.
Unfortunately for those that have the class in middle would have to go to full day(s) of distance learning.
We have to think outside the box. We have to be creative in how to make this work. Total social distancing is not it. As it
says on the website only 30% of the students opted for full distance learning. From experience of knowing some of
those kids, one they still got infected by COVID and two it has helped none in their social skills. It has been a far cry in
any benefit to them.
I hope that you take this email into consideration and seriously weigh out the consequences.
Sincerly,
Felicia Nando‐Hernandez, a very concerned parent.

Sent from my Sprint Samsung Galaxy Note9.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Maya, Juana
Monday, November 23, 2020 12:24 PM
Public Comments
Maya, Juana
Meeting 11/24/20

Importance:

High

Hello,
I’d like to plead that you have a look at what is going on at schools, especially Elementary schools. Not only
are we short staffed, we also are running in to the problem of students coming in to the building sick. Students
and Parents not wearing masks and contact tracing almost impossible.
I have witnessed students in our school without masks or not wearing masks properly. Students are also
removing their masks to speak and are not keeping proper social distance. Throughout the school day, students
are out and about unsupervised; in and out of buildings, hanging out, mingling with each other. We are not able
to contain them in one area nor disinfect after every contact at all times. We are overwhelmed with the situation
and can only do so much to prevent the spread.
At our school, we have parents constantly coming in to retrieve school work, food boxes, picking up their
child/ren, meeting with teachers and many other reasons. Parents are also a problem, they are coming in sick,
wearing their masks incorrectly or not at all. How can our teachers teach comfortably when it is a revolving
door of sick children? We can send students with symptoms home, yet if the parents are not getting them
tested, how are we helping with the situation?
If you decide to keep our schools open, more needs to be done. Putting rules in place is not effective if we are
not enforcing them. How can we enforce the rules without enough employees?
Help us prevent the spread, no more deaths please.

Be well and stay safe out there.
Respectfully,
Juana Maya
School Secretary
Grace Warner Elementary
3075 Heights Drive
Reno, NV 89503
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Wade Christiansen
Monday, November 23, 2020 12:41 PM
Public Comments
McNeill, Kristen
[EXTERNAL] Keep Children in the Classroom

Dear Trustees,
We are parents of 5 Washoe County School District (WCSD) students. We have 1 student at Damonte Ranch High School
(DRHS), 1 at Marcie Herz Middle School (Herz MS), and 3 at Brown Elementary School (Brown ES). Our daughter at DRHS
attends on the hybrid method. Due to an IEP, our daughter at Herz MS attends in person each day. All 3 of our
elementary age children attend in person each day. We are appreciative of all efforts made by teachers and staff of
WCSD to teach our children this year. We understand that it has been difficult and trying, but we believe that in person
learning has made a tremendous difference in the education of our children. We thank the school board for making the
option of in person learning available for this school year.
Due to air quality issues for many days in August and September, the schools were closed for in person learning. This
required 5 children in our household to learn via a digital learning platform. This put a tremendous strain on everyone in
our household and we are sure that we are not alone in experiencing this. With one of us working remotely from home
and 5 children needing access to the internet for distance learning, it was nearly impossible to accomplish all the
necessary distance learning for those days. It required us as parents to make the tough decision on who needed the
technology and for how long. The limited resource of technology was hard to deal with, but with many children needing
assistance from parents, the time we could give them also wore thin. It was a struggle to say the least and we are only
grateful that it didn’t last too long.
While our high school age daughter doesn’t like distance learning and prefers the days that she is at the school learning,
she has done a good job of adapting to distance learning every other day. Our middle school daughter, on the other
hand, does not adapt well to distance learning. She has an IEP and she has been attending Herz MS as an everyday
student. Due to her learning disabilities, we feel that she is falling further and further behind on the days that she is at
home for distance learning. As you know, the Herz MS school building is currently closed for in person learning and it has
been difficult to keep her engaged. She gets overwhelmed very easily and doesn’t have the support she needs at home.
We try very hard to assist her in learning but she doesn’t respond very well to us. While we understand the need to
close the school building temporarily, we need to work together on ways to keep the school building open for the
benefit of all students. Our children who attend Brown ES also don’t transition very well to distance learning. While our
5th grade child does pretty good at distance learning, our 2nd grader and kindergartner have a difficult time staying
engaged. They really didn’t learn anything on the distance learning smoke days. This was not because of the teachers
but more due to the fact that it was impossible to get them to sit still and watch a “zoom” meeting.
Governor Sisolak spoke at a virtual news conference on Sunday November 22. At that news conference he said the
following (emphasis added):
The majority of school buildings are closed and our kids are suffering as a result. Our educational system and
our economy are not mutually exclusive. They are tied together. As long as our school buildings are closed, our
economy can’t be fully open. Mom and dad can’t go to work if they have children learning from home who need
supervision. We must reprioritize keeping our kids in the classroom or getting them there. Throughout this
crisis, we have been talking about protecting our vulnerable populations. While children are not as physically
vulnerable to COVID‐19 as the elderly or the medically at risk, that certainly doesn’t mean the immune to its
effects. They too are vulnerable in this pandemic and they desperately need all of our support. We have seen
1

more deaths by suicide among students this fall then in years prior and it breaks my heart to share that victims
have included students as young as 8 years old. We are in a pandemic, which caused an economic crisis, which
has created a mental health crisis and getting children back into school buildings is a key way to ensure that
they are getting the education and support that they desperately need and they deserve.
On Thursday November 19, Superintendent McNeill said that she will recommend to the school board that all schools
move to distance learning on December 7. While this was before the governor’s press conference, this position does not
seem in line with the words or spirit of his message. When he said, “we must reprioritize keeping our kids in the
classroom” I don’t believe that a blanket shutdown is in line with this directive. The superintendent said one of the
reasons for the shutdown is “a lack of contact tracing” but DRHS has had multiple cases and they have not been shut
down completely. We were told this is because they handle their own contact tracing. A better approach to addressing
the current situation is to work on ways to model other schools after what DRHS is doing regarding contact tracing and
avoid blanket shutdowns.
Washoe County Health Officer Kevin Dick said recently “while I am concerned with schools open and the high level of
transmission that is occurring, I think schools are experiencing cases because of community spread that is occurring.” He
acknowledges that schools are not the source of the spread. The lack of school spread has also been shown in other
countries and other school districts in this country. If a particular school sees a significant number of cases, then the
correct measure may be to close that school building temporarily. Closing every school because cases are high at one
school or multiple schools does not make sense.
Please vote for more contact tracing resources to be developed in line with what DRHS has been doing already. Please
vote for a school by school approach to school building closures and not a blanket closure approach as recommended by
the superintendent. Please vote to follow the governor’s directive and reprioritize keeping our kids in the classroom.
Please vote to give the students “the education and support that they desperately need and they deserve”.
Thank you,
Wade and Alexis Christiansen
Parents of students at DRHS, Herz MS, and Brown ES
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Amy S. Quigley
Monday, November 23, 2020 1:50 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Please Keep Schools Open-Especially Elementary Schools

Hello WCSD Board Members,
I have already submitted my personal comments for review last week; however, I wanted to pass along an article I found
rather enlightening that may offer some assistance in making your decisions at the board meeting.
I have attached it to this email but a few key highlights I wanted to pass along include:
(All quotations are cited from this article)

1. Regarding fatality rates:


"But the bottom line is that the COVID fatality rate is in the neighborhood of 0.2
percent"

2. Regarding the risk to children:


"It still seems to be a common perception that COVID is equally dangerous to
everybody, but this couldn’t be further from the truth. There is a thousand-fold
difference between the mortality rate in older people, 70 and up, and the mortality rate
in children."

3. Regarding lockdowns:






"In the last 20 years we’ve lifted one billion people worldwide out of poverty. This year
we are reversing that progress to the extent—it bears repeating—that an estimated 130
million more people will starve."
"Mental health problems are in a way the most shocking thing. In June of this year, a
CDC survey found that one in four young adults between 18 and 24 had seriously
considered suicide."
"It is not surprising that the lockdowns have had the psychological
effects that they’ve had, especially among young adults and children,
who have been denied much-needed socialization. In effect, what

we’ve been doing is requiring young people to bear the burden
of controlling a disease from which they face little to no
risk. This is entirely backward from the right approach."
4. Regarding Recommendations:




"Keeping students out of school is a grave injustice. Keeping these measures in place
until a vaccine is available will cause irreparable damage, with the underprivileged
disproportionately harmed."
"Those who are not vulnerable should immediately be allowed to resume life as
normal. Simple hygiene measures, such as hand washing and staying home when sick
1



should be practiced by everyone to reduce the herd immunity threshold. Schools and
universities should be open for in-person teaching. Extracurricular activities, such as
sports, should be resumed."
"When scientists have spoken up against the lockdown policy, there has been
enormous pushback: 'You’re endangering lives.' Science cannot operate in an
environment like that. I don’t know all the answers to COVID; no one does. Science
ought to be able to clarify the answers. But science can’t do its job in an environment
where anyone who challenges the status quo gets shut down or cancelled."

A Sensible and Compassionate Anti-COVID Strategy

A Sensible and Compassionate Anti-COVID Strategy
Jayanta Bhattacharya
"We should respond to the COVID virus rationally: protect the
vulnerable, treat the people who get infected comp...

"God says it, I believe it, that settles it!"
-Smith Wigglesworth
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

John Metzger
Monday, November 23, 2020 1:59 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Distance Learning Recommendation

Hello,
First things first, I am stoked being back at school. The kids love being here, the staff loves being here, and it is so good
being on site. If we had the contact tracing locked down, we could do this thing right. Unfortunately, that is not what’s
happening.
I just ask that we take a look at the massive increase in infections following Halloween, and apply that same logic to
Thanksgiving. Either don’t go distance at all, or go distance immediately following Thanksgiving. If you are ok with us
staff and students all getting sick in that week, then you should be ok with us getting sick for the next two months. If you
are not ok with staff and students getting sick, then go digital 11/30. The idea that we allow it to spread like wildfire for
a week and then close schools down is so backwards. Let’s be proactive instead of reactive for once.
Thanks,
John Metzger
Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Timothy Zysk
Monday, November 23, 2020 2:34 PM
Public Comments
Zysk, Timothy J
[EXTERNAL] Choice on Distant School

I agree with the Superintendent’s recommendation at this time. But, I think WCSD should set a GOAL to return on
January 19th back to full time in classroom schooling! Everyone in the room knows that distance learning is not working
for 80% of the students. Teachers know, parents know, students know, and the statistics from grades I am sure prove it,
unless lots of grade fudging is done. Challenge the Governor and Mr. Dick to make teacher vaccination a top priority,
after health care front liners, after all the teachers have the greatest mass exposure. Full time school with most
teachers vaccinated (the older the earlier), is truly a worthwhile and achievable GOAL. Get the teachers, students, and
parents ready and excited about this, on January 19th. I look forward to subbing again after the shot in my arm!
Tim Zysk

Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Morgan Dusek
Monday, November 23, 2020 2:34 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Please consider keeping elementary schools open

WCSD Board of Trustees,
I want to both thank you and commend you for all of your efforts so far with opening schools for the 2020‐2021 school
year. Allowing students to be present in school as much as possible is the most important factor and I think you have done
just that. Having Elementary school students present at school Monday through Friday is crucial to their education and
social emotional skills. I am aware that the COVID‐19 case numbers in Washoe County have risen quite a bit in the last few
weeks but school is not the place where the virus is being transmitted. Washoe County has proven this with their data on
cases per school. Science has proven that COVID‐19 is very unlikely to be found and or transmitted to children under the
age of 10. This is our elementary school population. If you do decide to go to full distance learning please consider keeping
elementary schools open and having our older students in the middle and high school population do distance learning.
This would allow you to focus all of your contact tracing resources on the elementary schools. Elementary School is not
the place where COVID‐19 is being transmitted and these children are the ones that need in person learning the most.
Our students are the future and we all know the negative impacts that are inevitable to happen when kids are not present
in school. Child abuse, malnutrition, depression, and lack of education are to name a few. Elementary school students
cannot be left alone at home, so if children are not in school Monday through Friday you would be asking the average
family to have one parent be unemployed or only employed part time. This is not feasible for 99% of Washoe County
Families. Please consider keeping our elementary schools open and allowing students the opportunity to learn in person.
Thank you,
Morgan Dusek
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Selena La Rue
Monday, November 23, 2020 2:49 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] covid shutdown

I am writing to thank the superintendent for recommending the closure of schools as Covid cases skyrocket in our
community. I sincerely hope the board of trustees takes this recommendation seriously and approves the move to
distance learning.
I am concerned however, about schools remaining open for the week after Thanksgiving break. The vast majority of my
students have shared with me that they are either traveling to see family for Thanksgiving or they are hosting visiting
family in their home. This long weekend is going to be the perfect storm for Covid to spread in our community. I think it
is foolish to bring students back for the week after Thanksgiving, just long enough for them to spread Covid to their
teachers and peers, then send all of us home sick. If we need to close schools, which I adamantly believe is warranted by
the data, then we should do so immediately and not allow the virus to spread among our population.
I urge you to make the choice to save lives and move to full distance learning immediately.
Respectfully,
~Selena La Rue Hatch
WCSD Teacher
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Christine Tierney
Monday, November 23, 2020 2:56 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] board meeting 11/24/2020

To the board:
Thank you for all of the hard work you have done. I would like to commend you for having the courage to
have the discussion to switch to distance learning for a period of time. I believe it is important to look at the
positivity rate, the lack of substitute teachers, and the lag time in contact tracing to make your decision. This
isn't a popularity contest and you need to do what is right for the safety of our community.
Take care,
Christine
89519
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Washoe School Principals’ Association
November 20, 2020

Dear WCSD Board of Trustees,
On behalf of the members of the Washoe School Principals Association, I would
like to express some of our thoughts regarding agenda item 4.06 on tonight’s agenda.
In expressing these views, I think it is important to recognize that many thoughts and
opinions are represented in our organization. We recently conducted two surveys to
capture the voice of our membership regarding their opinions, concerns, and ideas
about a variety of topics such as school safety, staffing, distance learning, transitions
between models, etc.
It is important to note that I, and our members, wish to recognize the
tremendous efforts of Kristen and her leadership team. We also want to recognize the
amazing work being done across the district by our own members at both the school
level and district level as well as that of staff represented by WEA, WESP, APTA, and
WSPOA. The incredible work done by teachers, aides and assistants, secretaries,
custodians, nurses and clinical aides, bus drivers, and staff in every department goes
largely unseen by the public and should be commended for the dedication it requires
under these difficult circumstances.
We recognize that the decision you have before you tonight is a difficult one.
We want to lend our voice when you are making it. To be clear, the overwhelming
sentiment expressed by our membership is that we want to have our kids in school. We
are people who have dedicated our lives to serving the needs of our students and
believe the best place to meet those needs is in a school building. However, there are
facts that must be faced. The current situation has simply become unsustainable. Every
day, building leaders go to school to face an overstressed system in which people,
including the leaders themselves, are becoming ill both from COVID-19 and from stressrelated illness. Every day, more students, staff, entire classes, grade levels and schools
are being excluded. We have reached a point in which we cannot safely staff our
schools until; 1. There is sufficient testing to identify who is sick, 2. There is sufficient
contact tracing to identify those who should be excluded in a timely way, and 3. There is
sufficient staffing to safely cover school needs. If an influx of resource became available
to allow for these needs to be met, keeping schools open would be achievable.
Thank you for the important work that you do and your attention to the safety
of our staff and students.
Sincerely,

P.O. Box 7697
Reno, NV 89510

Don McHenry
President
Washoe School Principals Association

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

French, Nakea
Monday, November 23, 2020 4:03 PM
Public Comments
In person

I just want to simply urge the members to allow in person to continue. Working day in and day out with my students I
see that we have more to loose by closing down then if we move forward with the continued measures put into place. It
is a difficult decision, but I feel more harm is being done by putting everyone through distance learning especially our
elementary students and their families. I am one of those families that truly does not know how we are going to
manage distance learning while working full time. We have chosen in person for many reasons and understand, that at
any time, we can move into distance learning when we feel it is necessary. If we are to protect the vulnerable,
grandparents and children, distance learning is not the solution. When families are forced into distance learning than
grandparents are asked to step in and help. Our little ones need to be in person.
Thank you for your time.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Katania Taylor
Monday, November 23, 2020 4:06 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Meeting public comments NOV 24

Board of Trustees,
I ask that you see through the huge number of positive cases and focus on death rates and hospital overwhelm or lack
there of. The Governor has NOT recommended schools moving to full on‐line learning model.
PCR testing is extremely sensitive. Positive cases should not be what we go by. Please do your due diligence and find
out if our hospitals are overwhelmed and if deaths from Covid (only) are way up. This is typical cold and flu season.
Illness always goes up this time of year.
Thank you.
Katania Taylor
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Donald GT Gallimore, Sr
Monday, November 23, 2020 4:40 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Dolores Feemster - Sen Debbie Smith STEM High School-11-23-2020

Afternoon
Mr Donald Gallimore Sr here, imploring the Washoe County School District to name the Hug High School campus
Dolores Feemster STEM High School, to free up the Debbie Smith name for a full service regional high school.
Distinctions for the rebranding are that Mrs Feemster was a local ex ‐ Hug High School counselor to whom lives of
numerous students were potentially saved after the powerful tutoring and loving support for neighboring families of
Mrs Feemster, which may not have occurred without her community leadership, whereas, Sen Debbie Smith influenced
innumerable WCSD policies and state Department of Education legislation.
Personally, Mrs Feemster and Sen Smith were mentors and I have the utmost respect for each family. However, there
are reasons high school models would more perfectly reflect their historical influence on the educational institutions.
Imagine the positive impact on the Northern Nevada region if a legislative alum had her name on a high school with
administrative and staff pride directing the future of a new school, having state recognized athletic programs, providing
inclusion of art and music in it's curriculum and more.
Meanwhile, a smaller academic STEM high school with intricate ties to a past community leader, would honor the
woman who sunk her life and career into the success of said high school and it's myriad of students afforded
the opportunity to graduate, due to her efforts.
Win ‐‐ Win!
There is no fiscal note, sans, the time for recalling any previous decision for further negotiations.
I request adoption of my motion to name the former Hug High School, Dolores Feemster STEM High School and a
proposed new regional high school Debbie Smith High School for the benefit and honor of both women for their
communities and schools,
Sincerely

Donald G.T. Gallimore Sr.
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Batchelder, Jennifer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Phillips, Cori
Monday, November 23, 2020 5:05 PM
Public Comments
upcoming board meeting for 11/24/2020

Hi,
Thank you for your continued hard work and dedication to our school district. I have been a firm believer
that schools should remain open, up to this point in time. I have watched the numbers continue to increase. I
have seen numerous students in my class get excluded week after week due to symptoms of Covid. I agree
with the decision to move school to full distance. I think this is a necessary move and one that we need to take
in order to help stop the spread.
My biggest concern is that we will be returning to teach in the classroom for one week after
Thanksgiving. I understand we need to give parents time, but with the news releasing the proposed change
parents have had plenty of time to prepare. I have three children one at each school level and I am prepared
for the possible move to full distance. When talking with my students today, they all mentioned the big
gatherings they would be enjoying over the Thanksgiving Holiday. What will happen if we all return for a week,
Covid spreads even more and then just when we are moving to full DL teachers are too sick to teach online?
Or, children are too sick to participate. I am really hoping you move forward to move into full distance learning
models but start it right away. There is no need to spread this virus any longer. The health and safety of both
staff and students is important and should be to you as well.
Thank you so much for your time,
Cori Phillips
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lauren Filsinger
Monday, November 23, 2020 5:22 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Importance of in-person learning

Good evening members of the board,
First I would like to express my gratitude to everyone in WCSD who has made in‐person learning possible for these
kids. I am writing to you to consider the importance of in‐person learning staying in place especially on the
elementary level. I know at the board meeting on the 24th the rise of Covid cases in Washoe County will be a very
important topic. My daughter is in 1st grade at Hunter Lake and is absolutely thriving and excelling with the current in
person model. These kids have adapted so well to the "new normal" of classrooms and it is showing how well your
plan is working. These kids love being at school!
Please also consider what Governor Sisolak said at his press conference yesterday about the importance of in‐person
learning. The govenor also said "We have seen more deaths by suicide among students this fall than in years prior, and
it breaks my heart to share that victims have included students as young as 8 years old." Children are the safest at
school.
So I am asking/begging you to please not make a decision that affects the whole district and to take in consideration all
levels of education.
Thank you,
Lauren Filsinger
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, November 23, 2020 5:35 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Please consider moving the proposed date for DL up

I am a general education teacher with WCSD. My school is one that is currently on a 14 day quarantine, we are already
on DL. I would like to suggest that if the board passes the proposal Superintendent McNeil suggests, that they consider
moving the suggested date from 12/6 up to Monday, 11/30 for all schools. With the thought of people gathering for
Thanksgiving, it makes more sense for us not to return to school right after the Thanksgiving break. Where many more
people may not be showing symptoms, but still be contagious. It makes most sense to start DL as early as possible. If
that decision is made to move to DL until 1/19. That extra week could make a big difference in exposure. Thank you for
your time and consideration.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rhonda Creegan
Monday, November 23, 2020 5:50 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] In Person Learning

My daughter currently attends Poulakidas Elementary school and does full time in person learning. With talks of going to
full distance learning, I would like to share my concerns. Not only does my daughter struggle with online learning, but it
creates a hardship for our family. With both my husband and I working as nurses, one of us has to stay home with her
when school is online. COVID19 cases are skyrocketing and nurses are in demand, as well as other healthcare workers
and essential workers and we need to be there to care for the needs of our community. Please consider this before you
decide to go full distance learning.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Otuafi, Michon
Monday, November 23, 2020 6:06 PM
Public Comments
COVID and Schools

Good Evening‐
I wanted to comment about the chance of WCSD moving to full distance learning for part of December and January. I am
well aware of the surge we are experiencing at this time, but if you listened to the governor’s speech on 11/22, he was
adamant about keeping schools in person and hoping to move to in person in other counties. The governor expressed
his concerns about not having students in person, and the negative impact this has on both students and families. He
even mentioned that the suicide rate has gone up among adolescents during this time and sadly, the youngest was eight
years old. The governor said that he has to impose these restrictions, so the vulnerable will be protected and so that we
can keep schools in‐person. If that doesn’t tell you what we need to do, I’m not sure what will.
We cannot be short sighted in our decisions. We need to think about the long‐term effects our current decisions will
have. Many students who are engaging in distance‐learning at the high school level are not doing well. They will
eventually come back to school credit deficient. Do we have a plan for fifth year seniors? Do we have a plan in place so
students can make up the many credits they will not get this semester because of distance learning? And now we are
talking about moving even more students to full DL when we know this is not what is best for kids academically,
mentally, socially, etc. I understand that we do not have enough people to do the contact tracing, but how will that
change in January? How will that problem be solved when it really isn’t in our hands? We need to problem solve in other
ways instead of shutting down.
The bottom line is that in‐person education is essential. The kids are safer at school than they are at home, especially
the teenagers. At least at school we are able to monitor them so that they will wear masks and will socially distance. We
are also able to monitor if they have enough food, if they are being taken care of; if they are mentally stable; and if they
need resources to keep them safe and well. When we go to full distance, we take these safeguards away from kids which
is most likely more dangerous than COVID in the long run.
The governor set forth some new restrictions that will hopefully cause the surge to die down. That being said, why not
revisit this in three weeks instead of making a decision now? The schools aren’t causing the surge. The irresponsible
gatherings are. Every day that we aren’t in person is another day that could be detrimental for a student. Our job is to
serve kids. Some kids come to school to learn and some come to school to be taken care of; we provide both for them. I
implore you to rethink about going full distance. Your governor disagrees with it and that should tell you something.
Think long term...
Sincerely,
Michon Otuafi
Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Harper, Will
Monday, November 23, 2020 6:06 PM
Public Comments
Switching to DL

BOT and Superintendent McNeill,
I know you did not ask for these circumstances, but you did ask to put in the position to deal
with them. Heavy lies the crown and I wish you wisdom, insight and honesty moving forward
as you deal with this pandemic.
I find it interesting you did not listen to the recommendations of the Director of the WCHD,
the head epidemiologist, the WEA, the Principals Union nor the WESP. Hindsight is 20/20 but
the science and the signs were there to let you know that we most certainly would land
where we are now in this pandemic. Rhetoric and gaslighting has not helped stem the
spread of this virus. As Ms. McNeill pointed out to me in a previous email,
(paraphrasing)"schools, BOT and the WCSD Leadership are ALL parts of the District." Same
can be said of schools and the community. You can't speak of spread in the community and
not forget that the schools, and its occupants, ARE the community. They are all intertwined
and when there is a risk in any area, there is a risk to all. None of us operate in a vacuum.
"All hands on deck", "do no harm", and my favorite, "with an abundance of caution" are all
words that are divorced from the reality of what is going on in our schools. Action is needed
and sacrifices will have to be made. The recommendation is late and the idea you want to
have us leave for Thanksgiving break, while people ignore the "statewide pause" and nontravel/gathering recommendation, and then return in person to increase the exposure, risk,
and spread of COVID is dumbfounding. Seems like more magical thinking.
Now is the time to use a real abundance of caution. McNeill's recommendation is the
manifestation of that. If you really want to "do no harm", then make it effective 11.25.
Teachers and families do not want full DL, but teachers are ready, and a week of mass
exposure is an unnecessary risk. I know the messaging coming from you on how ineffective
and undesirable DL learning is while now recommending the entire district go to full DL puts
you in an awkward position. I don't envy you but again, heavy lies the crown.
Use whatever new rhetoric you want. Say it is about "lack of community resources"(always
been an issue). Tell people that contact tracers are understaffed and overwhelmed(was
always ineffective). Gaslight all you want about the "safe conditions" in schools and the
"effectiveness of social distancing"(students don't do this as well as you advertise) and "mask
wearing" (check out lunch and between classes at the halls of SSHS). The reality is we need
this "pause" and the Jan 19th return date seems arbitrary. Why not set some actual metrics in
place and err on the side of an abundance of caution??? Positivity rates, hospitalization
rates, number of contact tracers, testing...whatever you want but something that makes
sense. With all due respect, thus far, not much you have attempted to do in dealing with this
1

pandemic has inspired much in the way of confidence for many of us. Now is a great
opportunity to change that.
Finally, you have been speaking of(rightfully so) the importance of all the things schools and
educators provide to students and the community. I hope that translates to you leading the
charge at February's legislative session. I am sure you would agree that if we don't get, at
least, an increase in funding, resources, and smaller class sizes, then we must take collective
action to make these things happen. If not now, then when. I hope it doesn't come to that,
but I look forward to Ms. Raymond, the Trustees, and Superintendent McNeill leading us on
the picket lines if that is what this comes to.
Sincerely,
Will Harper
EL Teacher/WEA Building Rep/Mountain Bike Team Coach
Spanish Springs High School
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Scott Davies
Monday, November 23, 2020 6:30 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Recommendation

Hello,
I understand the impact the contact tracing is having on staff & the fact that finding subs may be difficult. However the
decision to close schools should be done on a school by school/case by case individual basis. The goal should of course
be the health of staff & students. But let’s look at each school individually. That could keep more kids in school longer
and that should be a top goal too. Please WC school board, consider this option. A blanket decision feels like a cop out.
Thank you.
Get Outlook for iOS
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kristina Stewart
Monday, November 23, 2020 6:39 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] DL potential start date

What is the thinking behind waiting till December 7th to go full DL? By that time we will have created hundreds of new
cases that will have to be traced and will already put more lives at risk. This will be the most dangerous week, if we have
to survive that we may as well stay in the building. It would be best in terms of resources and health to go out starting
Monday. Teachers have been prepping for this, they’ve got this.
Kristina Stewart
WCDS Teacher and Parent
Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Moss, David
Monday, November 23, 2020 6:40 PM
Public Comments
Public Comment for the Board before 11/24 meeting

Hello,
As a middle school teacher in our district. I am very happy to be in the classroom with my students and know
the students are receiving the education they need and deserve. With the current condition of Covid-19 in our
community and the lack of being able to quickly and effectively do contact tracing, I believe it is better for all of
us to be distance learning. I am writing to to you about the concern of students coming back to the classroom
following Thanksgiving break. Coming back the week of November 30th, significantly increases the risk of our
students and staff becoming susceptible to the virus. By going straight to distance learning, instead of being
back in the classroom, we are showing that we care about our students and our staffs health and well being.
Having all of us come back is going to send a message that the district really isn't concerned about our health
and you are willing to put all of us in harms way.
I understand that week is to prepare everyone for the upcoming distance learning but we have come a long way
since last spring. We have been doing some sort of distance learning all semester. The students know the
expectations and most teachers are ready for it and have been for some time. With so many students being
absent due to be exposed to the virus, teachers being absent due to being exposed, a huge lack of substitutes in
the district, and having people not following the Governors orders to stay home during Thanksgiving it isn't
worth the high probability of being back in school that week. It will be a challenge for all of us that I believe the
whole district has shown we are capable of handing it and succeeding greatly.
We need to be proactive this time and do what is best for the students and our teachers.
Thank you,
David Moss
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Karen
Monday, November 23, 2020 6:58 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Keep schools open

https://www.missingkids.org/content/ncmec/en/blog/2020/covid‐19‐and‐missing‐and‐exploited‐children.html
The attached link is why I’m against lockdown. This is why schools have to stay open. This is why our kids need
interaction with peers, teachers, and coaches.
There are (admittedly) a lot of selfish reasons why I want to keep things open but those are completely overshadowed
when you think about the children in less than desirable situations. Beyond the learning gap that is being created
between the kids who have parents who are able to be involved and those with parents who are either working to
provide for their families or are otherwise not engaged in their learning, there are kids locked in houses with their
abusers. They live a life of fear and that damage is irreparable.
This in addition to the emotional turmoil kids are facing with this pandemic, the physical toll that being locked in a chair
in front of a computer all day is taking, and the missed opportunities for social development that is critical in school‐
aged children.
These are scary times for sure and we need to be responsible but I’m not in favor of prioritizing not catching covid at the
expense of our kids’ mental health.
Please keep our schools open.

1

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Shelby Davis
Monday, November 23, 2020 7:22 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Please Keep Schools Open

To whom it may Concern:
I am unable to make it to the meeting to take place on Tuesday, so I would like to offer my voice in
this email instead and hope that it will be heard or acknowledged in some way.
As a concerned parent, I would like to strongly recommend against closing schools. Children on the
distance learning models are not doing well academically. This has been seen quite clearly over the
last several months. Forcing the entire district into this obviously unsuccessful model is not prudent
for the education of our children. Even Governor Sisolak himself in his press conference on Sunday
stated that, "our kids are suffering as a result" of the "majority of school buildings across the state
being closed". When a reporter asked specifically about Washoe County in regards to this upcoming
meeting and the recommendation for closure, Sisolak urged the county to allow schools to remain
open at this time. I think the fact that the governor, who sees the covid case numbers increase daily,
is STILL recommending schools remain open speaks volumes for how important it is for our schools
to indeed remain open.
I understand that covid numbers are increasing rapidly in our area. I understand that this is
concerning. I also understand the immense pressure you and all district administration are under to
"keep everyone safe" for the sake of an "abundance of caution". I feel that this pressure is
unwarranted. Similar spikes in covid-19 cases as we are seeing here in Washoe County are
also being seen across the state of California and throughout Clark County as well. Both California
and Clark County have been on full distance models ever since the start of school. So if they are
seeing the same spikes despite schools already being closed, then clearly schools are not actually
the "cause" of covid cases spiking here or there. In other words, the widespread increase in covid
cases throughout all surrounding areas are NOT correlated with whether schools are open or
not! This would indicate that schools being open are NOT the cause of the Washoe County covid-19
spikes. And given that schools are NOT the cause for the increase in cases, then why on earth would
we want to close them? Why would we remove the best option in our children's education when it is
clearly NOT correlated with the increase in cases and also NOT in the best interest of the
students. To my understanding, it is the school district's job to EDUCATE the children of our
community. NOT to keep every single individual in the community in perfect health. Our children are
NOT receiving acceptable education on distance learning models. Our students simply are NOT and
will NOT receive the education that they deserve without being IN THE CLASSROOM. Every
coherent parent can attest to that and every good teacher knows it. These kids NEED to be IN
school. The district's number one priority should be to provide these children with the best possible
education. Distance learning does not fill that standard. Not in the least.
With all the protocols and cleaning standards that have been set in place, the school district is already
doing all they can to promote health for their students and staff. Now it is time to promote LEARNING
- to stand up for the education of our children. Such an education requires in-person interaction in
order to achieve success.
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Dr McNeil is claiming to be making the recommendation for closure because of a lack of resources in
the form of contact tracing and testing. I agree that there is a lack of personnel and materials to
support the influx of covid-19 cases in our community, but this is a community health problem - NOT
a school district problem. It is an issue for the County Health District and the Governor to address,
and it is certainly not a problem that will be resolved by closing schools! Additional resources will not
magically appear by closing schools. Let's not put our children in the middle of a resources battle. It
is absurd to think that closing schools will somehow make additional community resources
appear. Will all the teachers be hired by the Health District for contact tracing? I doubt it. Will the
need for testing be reduced with school closures. No because, as already stated, there is no
correlation between schools being open and the increase in Covid-19 cases. The school district is
doing an amazing job with local/individual administrations assessing risks and closing individual
school for short periods of time as needed. THIS is a good solution - why stray from this
now? Schools that are struggling with outbreaks are being assessed by administration and action is
being taken as/when and IF necessary. It is asinine to me that my children's school that has had only
2 cases, both recovered, should be closed down.
If the Board does feel that closure is absolutely necessary despite the fact that it is worse on the
students (and parents) and (based on surrounding areas) will not stop the current covid spikes, nor
will doing so resolve the lack of resources available, then at the very least please consider waiting
until the winter break. December 7th is an arbitrary date. Winter break begins December 17th. At
the very least, give these children and their teachers these 9 more days of in-person learning. Give
them that time to prepare, to teach, to jump as far into their education as they possibly can before it is
ripped from them. Then on the 17th winter break will begin as planned and the two week break will
provide an opportunity for further assessment to be made. This extra 9 working days would also give
administration more time to prepare for all possible options beginning in January.
Again, I recognize that my one voice will likely hold no sway. However, I simply could not stand by
idly and watch my children's education be removed from them AGAIN without at least trying to speak
up.
I do not envy you the decisions that you will continue to be called upon to make in these regards. I
am very grateful that our schools have been open to this point. I ask you, as a board, to continue to
defend our children's in-person learning and reject this closure proposal. I truly believe that in doing
so you will have the support of Governor Sisolak as well as all dedicated teachers and parents within
the school district.
Thank you,
Shelby Davis
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, November 23, 2020 7:31 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Full Distance Learning

Good afternoon,
I am a high school teacher within the district and I fully support the decision to change to full distance learning with
the rising number of covid cases and deaths we are seeing in Washoe County. My only concern is waiting until
December 7th to make the change. If the change is going to happen, I feel it is unsafe to continue waiting. Our
students and teachers are going to see more family over the Thanksgiving weekend than they typically see. I fear
that waiting will mean that me and my unborn child risk contracting Covid‐19 while we wait to make the switch.
Today I asked all of my classes what their plans were for Thanksgiving and more than half of them replied seeing
my family like a normal Thanksgiving. I truly do not understand the need to wait an extra week with the increase
number of cases our county is getting. When schools went to distance learning for smoke days there was no wait
time and we made it happen. When schools had to switch to full distance for up to 2 weeks, including elementary
schools, they made it happen without a period of time trying to get ready. Every teacher I have spoken to has said
the same thing, we have been planning and preparing for full distance just in case, the entire school year. It will be
difficult, this year has been difficult and it will continue be difficult no matter the decisions that are made or the
prepping going into it.
My only concern is the safety of myself, my colleagues, my students, and their families. Our community is getting
worse and unfortunately without drastic changes our cases and deaths are going to continue grow. The hybrid
schedule is hard on our students. At least switching to full distance would give them consistency and one less thing
to worry about.
I hope you listen to these concerns. Thank you for addressing this topic at the Board of Trustees meeting
tomorrow.
Kirstin Galindo

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brittney Hassell
Monday, November 23, 2020 7:55 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] possible School closure

As a parent this is highly concerning that the idea of closing schools is even being talked about as a way to "control" a virus!
First, I think it's clear that even after months of masks and mandates cases are still here! Control of this is an illusion. We and
our children should have the right to decide for our selves if we want to be in the classroom!! Our children, especially elementary
age children, learn best in person! This is proven fact! I am tired of my children being punished for being healthy! It is not your
decision to make! I as a parent should be allowed to decided how my child should learn and what I consider is safe for them and
us! It's flu season! Every damn virus is up in cases! What did you expect to happen? This is true every Winter. It will continue to
be true. We don't shut things down because of it!! Are we going to wear masks forever and shut down every winter because we
might get sick?? That is absolutely ludicrous, as is the very thought of closing down in person learning.
There is no proof that closing down in person learning will solve anything! If masks work then why not continue as we are. And if
they don't work, which I think after 9 not ha we proves they don't, then why the hell are you making kids wear them?! Could it be
that maybe we need to stop thinking that we have any control over a virus, which is by definition an act of nature? To think you
can control a virus is the equivalent of trying to steer a tornado in a certain direction! It can not be done! We can be cautious. We
can wash hands and do all that but it still is here and and we still won't be in control of it. We need to accept this and let our kids
live and learn! Distance learning is not what we want! We are not afraid. We don't need you to determine how we live. My child
should not be denied the kind of education they need simply because YOU and a bunch of board members decree it as unsafe.
Life is unsafe! I am tired of my healthy child paying the price because of bureaucratic decisions being made, that are not in fact,
in their best interests! Do not ruin more lives and cause more emotion damage in young minds than has already been done! If
we are to get through this than life MUST get back to normal! We do NOT want distance learning!
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

JoAnn McGoff
Monday, November 23, 2020 7:57 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Please keep our kids in school!

Dear Trustees,
I was extremely disheartened to hear Dr. McNeill suggest closing the schools on December 7th. I understand the
severity of COVID, but I also understand the importance of in person learning, especially for the K‐5 children. The
elementary schools have been spared with virus cases, as the spread seems to be in the high schools. Also, many
elementary cases are from those children who are full time distance learning.
On Sunday night, Governor Sisolak said “we need to get the kids in the classrooms and we CAN get them in the
classrooms”. He recognizes the importance of in person learning, as I hope you will also. Dr. Fauci and other renown
health administrators agree...the best place for our kids is in the classroom. In person or family choice...please let
parents continue to make the choice that best works for them.
Thank you.
JoAnn McGoff
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monica Conlan
Monday, November 23, 2020 8:29 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Agenda Item 4.06

Dear Board of Trustees,
I am writing in support of the superintendent’s recommendation to transition temporarily to distance learning.
As an educator and wife of an educator, I believe that it should be a priority to do everything possible to keep schools
open and students learning in‐person. In‐person education is important for students’ social, emotional and mental well‐
being, and prolonged distance learning will likely result in the widening of achievement gaps.
However, with the current surge of cases in Washoe County, I believe that closing schools to in‐person learning is
essential to help curb the alarmingly high rate of spread, ease the strain on community health services, and improve
contact tracing and management procedures within the schools. I urge the Board of Trustees to consider transitioning to
distance learning directly following the Thanksgiving holiday. Allowing students to return to school after a weekend of
indoor gatherings is putting students, teachers and staff at unnecessary risk. The needs and health of students is
important, but the physical and mental health of teachers needs to be considered. Teaching is a demanding job under
normal circumstances, and we need to take care of our teachers if we expect them to be able to take care of their
students.
Thank you for your consideration and for all that you are doing for the school district and community.
Monica Conlan
Enviado desde mi iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Racquel Abowd
Monday, November 23, 2020 9:27 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Our Children's Mental Health NEEDS Schools to be Open

Dear Washoe County School Board,
I have submitted feedback several times this school year pushing for full in person learning options. I
have repeatedly voiced my concerns, expressed frustration and fear over the increased mental health
impacts and longer-term effects yet to be realized. I have attended school board, health district and
COVID taskforce meetings and heard the same issues revisited. I was encouraged this week when our
Northern and Southern Nevada Health Districts and Governor acknowledged the grave concerns in
rising numbers of suicides and damaging mental health deterioration of teens.
This leads me to the story of my 14-year-old daughter who is a freshman at Galena. School has been
Abby's sanctuary, her happy place. Every morning she would bounce out of bed eager and ready for the
day ahead. She was energetic, enthusiastic, dedicated to learning, positive, confident and a true leader for
her peers. Fast forward to today, 4 months into hybrid learning, my once vibrant, school loving child has
fallen into deep depression, anxiety and obsessive-compulsive tendencies. No longer wanting to live life
as it is now. Imagine for a moment the anguish of your child sobbing day after day, asking you to make
everything go back to normal. Begging you to help her feel like herself and be happy again. We have
exhausted every avenue seeking diagnosis's and treatment, trying every natural remedy possible only to
have no choice but to put our daughter on medication. Her doctor grew increasingly concerned as she
seemed to only fall deeper into depression, experiencing frequent intense panic attacks, sleepless nights
from anxiety, and losing 10lbs she didn't have to lose. Technology's issues and frustrations with
Microsoft teams only added the obsessive-compulsive tendencies; stressed and worried as a result of
inconsistencies in structure among teachers and how the platform is being used, assignments posted in
different places, turn in policies uniquely different for each class and needing to turn work in without
having an opportunity to get questions answered first. Now imagine being a freshman and this being
your introduction to high school.
Back up to last Spring when Abby was a thriving, 4.0, 8th grade leadership and peer tutor student with
perfect attendance and love of learning. She pushed through the disappointment of not having
graduation, her awards ceremony or end of year festivities. She even cast aside that certificates weren't
even mailed out to student who had earned them. She held gratitude for her teachers and the work they
provided her even when grades weren't being taken and valued the feedback on her work in preparation
for high school. All the butterflies of nervousness and excitement flooded her mind as the first day of
school approached. COVID precautions and all weren't going to get her down.
While there are many things that have been out of the districts control, I urge you to take a hard look at
the devastating impact decisions made have had on students. Daily I have watched the impact on not just
Abby but on my 2 sons, a Junior and a Senior who also attend Galena. It is not only heartbreaking as a
mom watching the emotional anguish, sadness and isolation but it is equally concerning as to the longerterm implications yet to be realized and fear of having a senior not ready to be exiting out into the world
and junior who had found a way to get through doing as little as possible. While I support the choice for
full online learning, this is not a universal format solution for all learners. Those in the educational
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system who understand child development and individual learning styles should know and understand
this well.
The educational system has failed to prepare these kids for such disruptions and life upheaval. It is not
designed to teach and foster independent thinking, life skill development, creative problem solving,
economics and real-world math, career readiness, mindset adaptability, stress and time
management. Instead, the traditional education system has focused on route learning and under the
current framework removed the active engagement needed to foster development, growth and social,
emotional connections. The hybrid model is affectively destroying our kids and setting them up for
failure ahead.
While my kids have had support systems there are many, many students within WCSD who do not have
the resources or parental support to shore up the other side. The continued on and off of high school
athletics produces massive yo-yo emotional highs and lows, rather than giving these kids the consistent
outlets they so desperately need. Only you have the ability to turn this around to lead and invoke changes
all within your power. Suicide rates are up 200%, Mental Health issues are tripled what they were pre
COVID. We expect our kids to use science in supporting a hypothesis yet science does not support the
closure of our schools. Our kids simply cannot continue to be the casualties of Nevada's educational
system at the district level. I beg you to keep our schools open and allow these kids to have some
resemblance of normalcy in their education.

Racquel Abowd
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sarah King
Monday, November 23, 2020 9:39 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Against the Vote for DL

I am writing you in regards to the up coming vote for Distance Learning. I am beyond disappointed in the way the
pandemic has been handled by the WC School district. You have failed our students, teacher and this community. How
do you expect working parents (guardians ) to be able to stay home with elementary age students. Not everyone has
family that can watch their children. And the ones that do have grandparents, those grandparents are at high risk for
COVID and should not be around children.
You say that the Health Department cant keep up with the contact tracing, please answer me this how is contact
tracing helping with the spread of COVID? ITS NOT!!! It was stated that there are not enough test, this is not a true
statement. And it is spreading fear among out community.
The Governor even states that children need to be in school.
If this was such an emergency situation then why are we not going to DL NOW?
Why are you wanting to wait until after Thanksgiving when people will be traveling?
Why are you willing to expose ALL the students and Staff for 1 week and then go to DL?
We have Voted to have you people be our voice and fight for what is right for the community as a whole. Please think
of OUR children, their education (which has taken a back seat as essential ) and their mental health (which has been
affected, especially with all the flip flopping from DL to IP learning).
Sarah Harns
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

gina gilbert
Monday, November 23, 2020 10:26 PM
McNeill, Kristen
Taylor, Angela; Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] KEEP SCHOOLS OPEN!

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: gina gilbert
Date: November 23, 2020 at 9:06:30 PM PST
To: kmcneill@washoeschools.net, ataylor@wahoeschools.net, public comments@washoeschools.net
Subject: KEEP SCHOOLS OPEN!
Good evening!
My husband & I are full time working parents of 3 kids in the WCSD.
Distance learning days have been an absolute disaster for all 3 of my kids...
Its next to impossible for working parents like us to race back and forth from work to be on zoom
meetings, teach curriculum & motivate our kids the way their incredible teachers do!
I have so much respect & gratitude for all teachers who want to be in the classroom full time & a heavy
heart for the teachers who are struggling through distance learning & hybrid schedules as they don't
have the same reach as in person learning.
Our teacher are beyond powerful!!!
The health department and the school district need to get up to speed and get on the same page ASAP.
Covid‐19 is a virus...like all viruses you can't go around them you have to go through them! Medical
professionals knew very little about how to treat Covid in the beginning...
However, we now have therapeutics and a vaccine on the way that will release the pressure valve of
fear mongering from our world (and pushed onto teachers, students & parents) Children are often
asymptotic and/or have symptoms less than a common cold. Following WCSD hygiene protocols, mask
wearing, social distancing and using contact tracing should allow schools to stay OPEN and to keep
moving forward!!!
The biggest issue at hand is the mental health of all kids...
We are losing more kids/teens to suicide from isolation, anxiety, abuse, hunger & depression than any
risk of them ever dying from Covid.
And poor kids have no outlets from sports or extra‐curricular activities so now kids are overwhelmed,
overweight and out of sync with no routines.
Please allow our schools to stay open! Schools are the lifelines for kids!
Thank you!!!
Gina Gilbert Green
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

kv Townes
Monday, November 23, 2020 10:45 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] School Closures

Dear Board,
As you review covid in the community and the possibility of a district closure, I implore you to remember:
1) k‐18 have been found, in numerous studies, to not be spreaders and their infection rate is extremely low compared to
other age groups
2) Many experts have recommended opening schools, including Dr. Fauci whojust said that schools should open and
bars should close and that priorities for mitigation are all wrong.
3) In your last meeting, you concluded that students were "safer" in school than out of it. This data hasn't changed. In
fact, since COVID rates have been higher in off campus students, we can assume that when all students are distance
learning for over a month, they won't be staying at home which is the very thing closing schools is trying to do. So the
rates will skyrocket when they are out of school and we will be worse off than ever. Not to mention, the increased bad
behaviors and actions that will increase when kids are home unsupervised for over a month.
4) Reading through all the public comments, every physician, including a few emergency room physicians, and many
teachers all support schools remaining open, as do countless parents. Also, it can be assumed that every parent who has
chosen to put their child in hybrid to date, supports schools remaining open. The individual choice remains with each
family and it remains public choice for public schools.
4) Lastly, distance learning requires technology that many schools in this district don't have, Many schools don't have
the technology to stream classes. So, students are left to their own vices on distance learning days. No learning takes
place on these days. With almost half the year over, many students in upper grades have only had a lesson given by
a teacher 12 times or less because they are in an individual class once a week and many of those days were cancelled
due to smoke. Final exams should be canceled across the board because assessing cumulative learning, when the far
majority of learning was independent, is flat out wrong..
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Lori Patch
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 1:12 AM
Public Comments
BoardMembers
[EXTERNAL] WCSD 11/24/20 Board Item 4.06 - Distance Learning Decision

I am deeply concerned with the timing recommendation of shifting to distance learning on December 7th and that it
will end up being a case of too little too late. Everyone will travel and/or gather for Thanksgiving (as can be seen
already with the amount of people in our airports), then they will come back and incubate with everyone at school for a
week, and then be sent home to their families?
I believe that that school district has had plenty of time to prepare to move to a full distance learning model and has had
access to all of the data to be prepared for this determination sooner rather than later. All schools have been pivoting at
the drop of a hat almost every day during the school year already with smoke, fires, Covid outbreaks, snow, etc. I do not
understand why the district and the board of trustees could not have called an emergency meeting sooner than
November 24th to make this determination one week earlier with the trends that we have been seeing in Washoe
County. By sending students, teachers and staff out into the community for the holiday and then returning for a week
before sending them back home again we are bringing a much higher risk to the community as a whole.
We are currently at an 18.9% positivity rate which is way above the 10% threshold of Metric 1 as outlined below. WCSD
was above all three of these metrics at the beginning of the school year, but we opened anyway for many reasons
including the mental health and education of our kids. I do not disagree with this. As a parent, I understand how
important it is for kids to be physically at school in‐person if possible. What I do have an issue with is the increase in
exposure to Covid‐19 that will come to our community with having one‐week of in‐person school between the
Thanksgiving holiday weekend and the shift to distance learning. This seems like a disaster in the making.
WCSD Covid‐19 School Opening Metrics
Metric 1 ‐ Test Positivity Rate
Test Positivity Rate is > 10% or more for two consecutive weeks
Test positivity rate has been above 10% since 11/2 and as of 11/23 is at 18.9%. The WHO positivity rate goal is 5% and
recommends a minimum of no more than 10% before reopening.
Metric 2 ‐ Case Rate per 100,000
Case rate is > 100 (7‐day rate) for two consecutive weeks or "rolling” rate above 100 for a majority of days over previous
14 days
As of, 11/23, the 7-day moving average for new COVID-19 cases per day is at 500.7, the highest mark on
record (previous high was 483.4, set yesterday).
Metric 3 ‐ Increased Case Rate per 100,000
7‐day case rate is at or above 10% for two consecutive weeks or if there is a 10% or greater increase after one week and
the rate does not decrease by the end of the next week (Wednesday‐Wednesday)
Increased case rate of 783 on 11/2 to 1,025 on 11/9 was +30.91%
Increased case rate of 1,025 on 11/9 to 1,372 on 11/16 was +33.85%
Increased case rate of 1,372 on 11/16 to 1,802 on 11/23 was +31.34%
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People are not being as careful as they once were, have Covid‐fatigue, and some are refusing to wear masks when
gathering with their friends and families. I hope that this potential additional increase in community spread of Covid‐19
and the overloading of our medical facilities is heavily considered as you make these decisions during this incredibly
critical time. Removing the one week of returning to in‐person school after Thanksgiving could make all the difference.
For our entire community, please shift WCSD to distance learning one week earlier starting on November 30th.
Sincerely,

Lori Patch
Parent and Caregiver
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Laurie Newman
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 6:31 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Distance Learning

Dear WCSD board members,
The students and teachers in Washoe County have battled long enough with in person learning. As told by the number
of schools closing due to cases and exposures, it's time to wave the white flag of surrender. You battled hard to keep
schools open and you can be commended for that.
Schools are a mirror reflective of community transmission which at this point is dangerously high. The rate of
transmission has become more than the school district can handle as evidenced by the lack of subs, number of illnesses,
and closures of classrooms and schools. I do agree with Superintendent McNeill's recommendation to move forward
with distance learning with the following exceptions. I would not use a specific date as an "all clear" to return to in
person learning. Instead, I would suggest the board periodically review community available data on the risks
associated. Truckee Meadows Covid Risk Meter (https://tmrpa.org/covid‐wc/) is one that is readily available to the
community. As long as the risk in the community is high, the risk in the schools will remain high and therefore should
remain on distance learning. Second, I would recommend that no one return in person after Thanksgiving
break. Private gatherings are one of the largest contributors to the spread of Covid. Although both the CDC and
Governor Sisolak have advised against Thanksgiving gatherings, it's inevitable that some will not heed those
warnings. Opening schools the week after will just allow more cases to infiltrate the schools. If transmission is the real
concern, closing schools or diving directly to distance learning the week of November 30 would be the key. I thank you
for your time and consideration today.
Sincerely,
Laurie Newman
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lindsay Hoffbuhr
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 6:35 AM
BoardMembers; Holland, Katy; Covington, Tami; Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] School Board Meeting, parent comment

To our WCSD, Superintendent Dr. Kristen McNeill, educators and all other parties to whom this concerns,
My name is Dr. Lindsay Hoffbuhr. I am a proud parent of two young Westergard Wildcats. My husband is an
anesthesiologist at St Mary's. We first would like to recognize the hard work, time, consideration, and deliberation that
has gone into the dynamic collective reality of our youth's 2020/21 school year.
While COVID‐19 activity at the state, county, and city is on the rise, has the incidence of positive cases for WCSD staff
and students since the return to school in August 2020 been on the rise? Can you please share the schools with reported
cases, and those with none?
To recap a few of the known benefits of keeping our youth in school:
‐ In person learning is optimum for students.
‐ Access to resources and technology from home is limited or non‐existent for a portion of our students
‐ Students' presence in school helps educators better identify and meet their unique physical, social and emotional
needs.
‐ Parents depend on educators to provide a quality and balanced learning environment.
‐ Parents can continue to work/provide for their families with said careers.
We have a few points to share below (in no particular order), thank you for inviting comments from the field and
families at large before you meet today.
1. Can the Board and District please continue to consider the profound ramifications on homes and families where both
parents work? Regardless of outside the home or inside the home, having young children to watch and teach, is not
conducive to any singular career. There is no singular age of an elementary child that can legally and safely stay home
alone. This creates a further crisis within the economic crisis we are already juggling.
2. The overwhelming fear for our youth that suffer from regular domestic violence has been largely heightened from
both the Union and State Health Department. A quick data search revealed devastating mental health and suicide
statistics in our youth. The mental health tragedies FAR supersede what this virus could ever do in our youth, and the
families raising them.
3. To this point of crisis, as of today, how many confirmed cases of COVID has been in our local elementary schools? The
number is important. And even more so, based on contact tracing, how many "hot spots" have been in our elementary
schools? To my knowledge in our Northern Nevada community, outbreaks have only occured at the High School level. I
trust each grade level will be addressed independently as you did in the summer. The number of resolved cases is
equally as important here.
4. Should distance learning become official for this portion of our school year, is the board willing to write in very
specific dates to readdress, reevaluate, reconsider movement back into our schools? Q 6 weeks, 8 weeks, monthly? An
indefinite amount of time is not conducive to the livelihoods of your thousands of families. From what we have "heard",
the district has no intention of going back the remainder of the 2020/21 school year. I pray this not to be true for all the
reasons we're discussing here.
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I understand the magnitude of what you, as a District, are facing.
Thank you for the time and honest review of the above,
Lindsay Hoffbuhr

‐‐
Dr. Lindsay Hoffbuhr
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ron C. Roques
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 7:05 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Public Comment Re: Decision To Go Full Distance

Superintendent McNeill and the WCSD Board of Trustees,
Thank you for taking the time to read this public comment.
While I am glad to see that Dr. McNeill and the Board are proposing to go to full distance learning for a period of time, I
do have one concern with the timing of the switch. While I understand the logistical challenges of switching to full
distance, I also understand that allowing for a week after Thanksgiving to do so also gives the virus more chance to
permeate the school environment. Families will gather against the advice of the CDC, people won't take the proper
precautions and by keeping the schools in‐person for another week will further propagate the virus; the standard
incubation time fits right within that week after Thanksgiving. It will also tax what little contact tracing resources we
have even more than it already has.
It is with that in mind that I hope that you'll reconsider the timing and go to distance beginning on 11/30/2020 as that is
a much better and less risky idea than having kids and staff that may be infected in school for another week.
Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,
Ron R.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Price, Kim
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 7:34 AM
Public Comments
Keep schools open

Board of Trustees,
As a 21 year veteran teacher, I am strongly opposed to shutting down our schools, especially the elementary schools.
After a very rocky start, I am finally seeing my students consistently. I am seeing growth and am able to offer the
interventions and enrichments my students so desperately need and deserve. My students are receiving the social
interaction, food, counseling services, mental health supports, and education they are entitled to. Distance learning puts
added stress and strain on my students, families and the education system as a whole. I am saddened that we are going
to penalize the most vulnerable of our population for the health department’s inability to do their job. The outbreaks
are not happening in our schools, they are happening outside, in the community. We have so many extended exclusions
from the health department with staff and students who test negative and have zero symptoms. Why? This is what is
putting the strain in our schools. We have kept up our end of the deal, and will continue to do so while keeping our
students safe and providing an education.
Our governor now admits that keeping schools open not only allows parents and caregivers to work, keeping our
economic recovery in place, but is imperative to the mental health of our children. Children killing themselves is an
unacceptable statistic. Sometimes, the home is not the safest place to be. Please consider other options for our
elementary students.
Thank you,
Kim Price
3rd grade, Poulakidas Elementary
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tahlier, Sarah K
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 7:42 AM
Public Comments
Public comment about going to a full distance learning model

Dear Board of Trustees,
As a WCSD teacher and parent, I find it incredibly difficult to process the recommendation by Superintendent McNeill to
the Board of Trustees about going to a full distance learning model for all schools through the end of January. Using the
current data on the website, it seems that the positive rate for elementary schools is about on average 1.5 cases per
school while at the middle and high school level, they are showing on average 10 cases per school. If the data is up to
date on the WCSD website (which it should be), it clearly shows that elementary schools that are in person should stay
in person and not go to distance learning. The students in middle and high schools are at a higher risk of exposing and
spreading the virus to others, not the students at the elementary school level.
As a first grade in person teacher, I can assure you that all teachers and staff are doing all that we can to keep Covid at
bay and it is working. We have followed the guidelines laid out to us from the Board of Trustees since August and have
not veered. Our kids wash their hands, keep socially distanced and do not comingle with other students besides the
ones in our classroom. They eat in their classroom and have recess in small zones in our school yards. Children showing
any signs of a cold go home immediately and the families know the ramifications if they send their child to school
showing any signs of a cold, flu, or Covid. Our school nurse will exclude students that come to school unwell or don’t
self‐screen. They can be excluded for up to two weeks. Our students that do come to school are healthy and well and
are ready to learn. They are learning in person which is the most effective instruction for students at this age and grade
level.
Our custodial staff is constantly sanitizing and we are doing the same as classroom teachers. On our limited breaks, we
disinfect everything children touch. I ask you this, if the issue is lack of resources at the County level for contact tracing,
why would we go to distance learning at the elementary school level when it seems the data shows we are keeping the
positive rates so low? It doesn’t make any sense to send elementary students on a distance learning model. We are
doing our part to keep our numbers down. If there are exclusions, it is happening in the specific classrooms, not for the
entire school. Sending elementary school children to a distance learning model to learn who are accustomed to in
person learning not only puts our kids at academic risk, but many of these students lack the technological resources to
succeed while they are home. Also, childcare will most definitely be an issue.
The issue seems that the County is lacking the resources to support WCSD. Many parents and teachers believe that the
real problem here is not having an effective plan to roll out more contact tracers at the County level. This should in no
way impact the schools that have limited cases, especially in our elementary schools. If we are science based and data
driven, then we need to keep our elementary schools open. The risk is low and the current plan and the actions that our
students, teachers, and custodial staff are following is working. It will not work for us to go to a distance learning
model. Please look at the data and figure out a plan to find more resources to contact trace. Going to distance learning
for the elementary schools will do more harm than good. Has anyone ever thought of just going to distance learning at
the middle and high school level since they are experiencing a much higher rate of positive cases of Covid? The middle
and high school students are independent learners, know how to problem solve and many can stay home by themselves
while distance learning. Moving the older students to a full distance learning model should alleviate the contact tracing
backlog, right? I hope you consider alternatives to the current recommendation given by Dr. McNeill. It seems rather
extreme to put the entire district on Distance Learning when the data is showing that the elementary schools are not the
super spreaders.
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Thank you for listening.
Sarah Tahlier
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ben Fritz
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 7:47 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Remote schooling after Thanksgiving

Hello,
I just wanted to add my comment that if school is going to transition back to remote learning, it should happen
immediately after Thanksgiving rather than an entire week later. A large portion of the population will be traveling and
gathering in groups on Thanksgiving, and having kids in school for an entire week will only spread COVID from those
gatherings. This has the potential to severely hurt the community and is not worth any benefit of being in school for a
few extra days.
Thank you,
Ben Fritz
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Megan Soderquist
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 7:56 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Distance learning

Good afternoon,
My son is a first grader at sepulveda elementary and has been doing distance learning all year. I know that there is a fear
that children doing distance learning will fall behind. I wanted to let the board know that distance learning can be
successful and my son is learning grade level material with this platform. I am also an administrator at an early learning
facility that has offered a distance learning program for children k‐8th grade. In my position I have seen distance learning
schedules from several different schools and will say some work better than others. Some of the programs I have seen
are not developmentally appropriate and expect young children to sit and participate in zoom meetings for over an hour
at a time. If the board votes in favor of full distance learning I urge you to contact schools that have successful distance
learning programs in hopes that high quality programs can exist for every student. One thing that would be helpful for
distance learning programs is if distance learners of the same grade level could have the same lunch break. It has been
difficult allowing enough time for children to have outside time when some children break for lunch at noon and some
break for lunch at 12:25.
Thank you for the consideration.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ivy Grimes
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 8:01 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Keep our kids in school!!

Dear Board of Trustees,
I am so grateful to you for your courage in opening our schools in August. I know you chose to put our
childrens’ best interests first despite intense pressure from the teachers’ unions and the public health
district. My child has thrived with in school learning. I was worried about the social aspect because it
was his first year in public schools and I wasnt sure if he would make the same connections with all of
the safety measures in place. His teacher says he is thriving and this class feels closer than ever because
they only play amongst themselves.
For us, and for everyone I’ve observed, even those who were very nervous about going back to school,
the return to a new normal has been a relief and has been largely successful. Moreover, the dire
predictions, made by some, that Covid would spread in schools did not come true. Community spread is
not the same thing as spread in schools, and if anything our children are practicing better hygiene, social
distancing, and mask wearing at school than they are when they are in the community. Moreover, the
data shows minuscule risk of severe illness due to Covid in children, and much less than the risks with
flu, which we didn’t close schools for.
I am shocked and disappointed that you would consider a school closure now, just when we are finally
back in the groove and the children are catching up on their learning. This seems to punish our children
for community spread that they are not contributing to and also that poses little risk to them. And our
underprivileged children and families will suffer the most.
Please take a closer look at countries in Europe where schools are the LAST thing they would consider
closing. If the health district or the governor feel that something needs to close, it should be the sources
of spread, not the schools just because they don’t generate tax revenue.
Regardless, other closures aren’t your purview. You are not responsible for taking on the management
of Covid in the whole community; you are responsible for the education and well‐being of our children,
and their best interest clearly lies in being educated in person, at school. Distance learning simply does
not suffice, especially at the younger grade levels, and it is disingenuous to pretend that it is an
acceptable alternative.
Please find the courage, as you’ve done before, to stand up for our children and keep them in school!
Hopefully,
Ivy Grimes

1

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

O'Brien, Michael
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 8:10 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Distance learning

To Whom it May Concern,
I hope this comment is able to be heard before the meeting this afternoon. I am a practicing family physician in the
community with kids enrolled in the district. This year has been incredibly difficult for everyone, however our
elementary aged kids have probably suffered more than anyone. During these young ages the social development is
critical to academic development in school. I have seen countless young students as patients this year suffering from
new depression and social anxiety during the distance learning phases. Through the summer during well child
appointments the children were incredibly excited to be able to go back to school and see their teachers and friends.
Recently, with news that school may again be cancelled I have seen the anxiety and worry return to these young
students; parents are reporting that grades are slipping and kids aren’t motivated to complete their work. Middle and
high school age students seem to be coping better with the distance learning environment, perhaps because they are
already adapted to technology and comfortable with interacting through screens. Our young children are not.
It has been well documented that elementary age children do not transmit the disease as much as older kids and adults,
their disease course is typically mild, and they are most likely to recover quickly. I understand that contact tracing has
become increasingly difficult with the disease burden in the community, however elementary aged kids are already
isolated in their classrooms and do not change classrooms as older kids do. This will make tracing and quarantine efforts
much easier for this age group. Middle and high school aged children can function better at home alone to complete
their work, elementary students will need to have parent involvement most of the time and in most cases it is unlawful
to leave an elementary school aged child alone. This will cause more parents to have to miss work and further effect our
community.
All things considered I believe we need to leave the elementary aged students in the classroom and transition the
middle and high school aged kids to the full distance learning. This will allow better development for our young students,
lessening the burden on contact tracers while still maintaining safety for our children.
Michael O’Brien, MD
UHS of Delaware, Inc. Confidentiality Notice: This e‐mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the
intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure
or distribution of this information is prohibited, and may be punishable by law. If this was sent to you in error, please
notify the sender by reply e‐mail and destroy all copies of the original message.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, November 23, 2020 12:32 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Public Comment for WCSD Meeting 11/24/2020

Until recently, I was impressed with the new Superintendent’s and school board’s response to conducting education
during the pandemic. However, now it appears that political and union forces are undermining and negatively affecting
the board’s decision making.
For months and months I heard politicians rant about “listening to the science and scientists”. These same politicians
and talking heads referenced Dr. Fauci, NIAID Director, and Dr. Redfield, CDC Director, to give respectability to their
comments. Now after the election, it appears that this position is being cast aside for political hypocrisy and to placate
the teacher’s union. On November 19, both Dr. Fauci and Dr. Redfield stated explicitly that school children in K‐12, as
well as young adults in higher education, should physically attend school and that school is the safest place for them. So
if we were previously supposed to listen to the science and scientists, why isn’t the school board doing it now? Please
explain to the people of Washoe County this obvious hypocrisy.
If the response concerns teacher safety, then please explain the following questions. Since masking, distancing and hand
washing have been other mantras, are teachers not complying with these directives? If society expects low wage
“essential” workers – grocery store workers, truckers, food assembly line workers, utility workers, fast food workers, etc
– to continue to work in‐person, why can’t society expect the teachers of society’s future to continue to work in‐person?
It is passed time that the actual long term detrimental effects of no in‐person schooling and the lack of social interaction
for school children must be treated on par with the short term potential effects of the virus. Follow the science. Children
should be in school and teachers need to be there with them.
Stephen Lewis
Reno, NV
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Monday, November 23, 2020 2:28 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Possible School Closures

Board Members,
I am writing to you with my concerns about a possible switch to distance learning.
As a parent, I know that it is best for my children to be at school. They learn more and are happier. With that said, I do
not believe we should be holding in‐person school at this time. The spread of COVID through out our community is
happening unchecked. Our county does not have the resources to keep my child safe. My daughter attends elementary
school everyday. My daughter has already been excluded for exposure to a positive student who had no symptoms. My
daughter attended 7 school days before she was excluded. This could have been avoided. Also, trying to figure out who
will be with my children because I have to go to work is difficult. Being given notice at 8:00pm the night before, does not
make it any easier. As a parent, planning for where my child will be for 6 weeks would be a lot easier than having to
figure out staying home with my child because she is sick.
I am also an educator. Our county and school district do not have the resources to keep me safe. I was excluded for
exposure to a positive adult at my school. I was at work for 5 school days before I was excluded. I am responsible for
lunch duty in a classroom of children. They do not wear their masks while they eat and I cover that class for 30 minutes.
Had I been infected, they could have gotten it. If the children in the class are infected with no symptoms, I could catch
COVID. How is the district going to keep me safe?
I am also concerned that at some point my school and my children's school will run out of licensed educators to teach
them. The community has already proven they do not care about transmitting COVID to others. We had a 1,600 case
increase over the weekend. How will the district respond when there are no more bodies to watch the students? I
understand that children are not as affected by the virus ... but I could be. My family could be.
Thank you for your time.
A concerned parent and educator
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rachel Fisher
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 8:37 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] YES on Distance Learning

Dear Board of Trustees,

I am a first‐grade teacher at Lena Juniper Elementary School and I am submitting public comment today to urge you to
vote in approval of Superintendent McNeill’s and our health department’s recommendation that Washoe County
schools move to full distance learning.

While I know that this decision is difficult, Washoe County currently has the highest transmission rates in the state, with
new cases breaking record numbers daily and the death toll rising. With the community experiencing these extreme
number of cases, our county health department is overwhelmed with contact tracing and the ability to notify at risk
individuals and our local hospitals are days away from reaching full capacity.

The extreme stress and emotional toll on school staff aside, the mental health of students has been often sited as a
reason to keep in‐person learning in place. We must also think of the emotional effects that this disease can bring. With
resources already sparse and school counselor caseloads overwhelmed, how will schools be able to address the anguish
that students will face when their favorite teacher becomes ill and dies? Or if the breadwinner of their family suffers
long‐term debilitating effects of Covid‐19 and is no longer able to work? Or a student who contracts the virus only to
suffer heart damage and complications that make them unable to play their favorite sport or participate in other
extracurricular activities? We must face the reality of this dire situation and understand that no matter how well health
and safety guidelines are followed on school sites, the fact is that Covid‐19 is spreading like wildfire within the
community and having students and staff in close proximity every day where social distancing and mask mandates can
prove difficult to enforce is contributing to the extreme spread within Washoe County.

That fact that flu season and winter weather conditions will quickly arrive making our public schools an even more
dangerous environment for students and staff—and by extension be an extreme hazard to our already hurting
community. Winter weather conditions (if not forcing school closures) WILL force students to stay in the classroom for
recess and meal breaks, putting both the students and the teacher in that classroom at extreme risk for exposure‐‐this is
especially so when students will HAVE to take off their masks to eat during meal time. Indoor dining at restaurants has
proven to be the highest risk public activity for community transmission and the inclement weather conditions often
seen in our area will put classrooms in this same severe risk category. Especially as we are in the middle of flu season as
students and staff will be forced to spend more time in the enclosed space that is the classroom more often due to
inclement weather‐‐we are going to see a huge increase in absences and exclusions due to symptoms that cannot be
differentiated from those of Covid‐19. Having ALL schools on the full‐distance model through mid‐January is the single
most effective measure that our school district can make to benefit the health of everyone in our community.
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In addition to taking action on the recommendation of our health officials and the superintendent to move to distance
learning, I urge you to take a step further in protecting our students and staff by NOT having students return onsite the
week of November 30th after the Thanksgiving holiday. WCSD experienced a huge surge in cases after the Halloween
weekend which forced many schools to move to full distance learning due to the high count of exclusions or to provide
more time for contact tracing. It is wishful thinking at best to assume that ALL community members—including students’
families and staff members—will follow through in adhering to guidelines to not gather with out‐of‐household friends or
extended family members over Thanksgiving. Many teachers have already had their students talk about how excited
they are to see out‐of‐state family members or getting to travel out of the area to see relatives for the holiday. Given
what we experienced after the last holiday weekend, having staff and students return to school for the week following
this holiday event will put everyone in extreme danger of spreading the virus while asymptomatic and could very well be
the tipping point that sends Washoe County into severe risk and putting us within the group of states and communities
that have been featured in national news for out of control spread and deaths from the coronavirus.

This winter will prove to be extremely dangerous for WCSD as we head into inclement weather and flu season, all while
our community is experiencing Covid‐fatigue with the desire to gather with friends and extended family members for
the holiday season. I do not envy the difficult position you are in or the decisions that you must make. However, being in
a position of leadership means that sometimes you make the unpopular yet prudent choices that will protect not just
the students and staff of the WCSD, but will have far reaching consequences OR benefits for our entire county.

I urge you to please not let the upcoming new year start with the illness and possible death of our students and their
family members, our amazing support staff, and our educators weighing on the shoulders of our community. Make the
responsible choice and take action NOW to have WCSD be part of reducing and preventing the severe transmission rates
of Covid‐19 and move all of our schools to distance learning.

Thank you so much for your time.

Thank you,
Rachel Fisher
1st Grade Teacher Juniper Elementary School

2

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Danielle McIntosh
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 8:44 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Possible School Closures

Board Members,
I am writing to you with my concerns about a possible switch to distance learning.
As a parent, I know that it is best for my children to be at school. They learn more and are happier. With that said, I do not
believe we should be holding in-person school at this time. The spread of COVID through out our community is happening
unchecked. Our county does not have the resources to keep my child safe. My daughter attends elementary school
everyday. My daughter has already been excluded for exposure to a positive student who had no symptoms. My daughter
attended 7 school days before she was excluded. This could have been avoided. Also, trying to figure out who will be with
my children because I have to go to work is difficult. Being given notice at 8:00pm the night before, does not make it any
easier. As a parent, planning for where my child will be for 6 weeks would be a lot easier than having to figure out staying
home with my child because she is possibly sick or actually sick.
I am also an educator. Our county and school district do not have the resources to keep me safe. I was excluded for
exposure to a positive adult at my school. I was at work for 5 school days before I was excluded. I am responsible for
lunch duty in a classroom of children. They do not wear their masks while they eat and I cover that class for 30 minutes.
Had I been infected, they could have gotten it. If the children in the class are infected with no symptoms, I could catch
COVID. How is the district going to keep me safe?
I am also concerned that at some point my school and my children's school will run out of licensed educators to teach
them. The community has already proven they do not care about transmitting COVID to others. We had a 1,600 case
increase over the weekend. How will the district respond when there are no more bodies to watch the students? I
understand that children are not as affected by the virus ... but I could be. My family could be.
I know the best place for children to be is in-person, in schools, with healthy, licensed educators. What happens when we
run out of those people? We have an opportunity to keep our children and staff safe while this virus runs through our
community. This could give us the opportunity to return to our new normal for the spring semester.
If we continue on in the manner in which we have thus far, the systems will collapse.
Thank you for your time.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

James Pitsnogle
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 9:06 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Don’t close our schools please!

Closing all schools because you can’t track a virus that isn’t affecting our kids is unscientific.
Even the Governor doesn’t recommend full distance learning. Please don’t do this to our kids. Suicide among our kids is
real and it has killed more kids this year than the Coronavirus has or ever will. Please do what’s right for our children and
don’t close our schools. You say it’s all about the children. It’s time to live up to that promise. May God bless you all!
Thank you for hearing us!
James and little Hayden Pitsnogle.
Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jackie Wilson
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 7:28 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Closing Schools

Closing schools puts such a burden on families. Young children will be left home alone with no supervision. They will be
expected to teach themselves and try and navigate zoom. Not to mention that alot of the lower income schools will not
have access to internet or electronic devices to even get onto zoom.
Closing schools because of a couple of cases doesn't seem reasonable. Adults and children with no underlying conditions
seem to far well when contracting covid. Closing schools is far worse then the disease itself. Our children will suffer
academically.
Nutrition Services just went through a major cutback due to low meal distribution. Almost 2 months of not knowing if
you were going to have a job or not was a extremely devastating to some. Now they will have to more then likely have
to make extreme cutbacks and rethink how to distribute meals to 62,000. Children left home alone or live further away
from distribution sites will not be able to have access to nutritional food and most likely do without.
Finally I read how WCSDis partnered with Renoun for Covid testing. I have a huge complaint about this. We are told if we
come in contact with someone or have symptoms to call the nurses hotline. So here is my personal experience with that.
I found out Monday I was exposed. I called the number and had to leave a message absolutely no instructions on what
to do. The next day I excluded myself from school. Still no phone call back. 24 hours later I receive a call back at 2:14pm
but was told the testing site closes at 2:30 I would have to go the following day. The next day I drove to South Reno for a
test. I was told results would be 24 to 48 hours. 48 hours later I finally got my results. Now this is ridiculous when other
people are going other places the same day getting results the next day etc. It shouldnt take us 4 or 5 days to get results!
This doesnt help or school system run effeciantly. No wonder we have more cases!! We shouldnt be forced to have to
wait to have a test covered by insurance. We should be able to go anywhere including our family doctor or through the
Health Dept.
Thank you
Jackie Wilson
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Lisa Net
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 9:13 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] it's important that students stay in school

The students most impacted by closures are low income and minorities. It is so important that they stay in school. The
CVC and Governor Sisolak agree.
Thanks ‐ Lisa
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Fleck, Darren
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 9:15 AM
Public Comments
Full Distance Learning Board Meeting 11/24

As a teacher and a parent of WCSD students, I know that limited resources have put the WCSD behind in the
ability to track, manage and allow hybrid learning to continue, especially with the current rise in cases and the
onset of the holiday season.
I strongly urge the Board to implement full Distance Learning starting Monday 11/30. As a staff member I
refuse to expose myself and my children to people coming back from family gatherings after the Thanksgiving
holiday. Many of my students have told me they plan to travel or have large gatherings for
Thanksgiving. Exposing those who have followed WCSD and CDC guidelines to these people is reckless and
unwarranted, especially at this time.
Thank you,
Darren Fleck
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Melissa Davies
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 9:20 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Potential move to distance learning

Please let each school decide what is best for their students!
Caughlin Ranch Elementary has been doing great and keeping our kids safe. They are so happy to be back in
the classroom and it would hurt them tremendously to go back to DL for so many weeks.
Melissa Davies, RHU | Benefit Solutions Consultant
The link ed image cannot be display ed. The file may hav e been mov ed, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jill Atkinson
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 9:21 AM
BoardMembers; Public Comments; McNeill, Kristen
[EXTERNAL] Public Comment - Agenda 11/24/2020 - Item 4.06 DISCUSSION AND
POSSIBLE ACTION TO REVIEW THE COVID-19 CASE INCIDENTS IN SCHOOLS

Dear WCSD Trustees,
I am contacting you as a parent of two elementary school children who are currently attending school in‐person. I have
grave reservations about the Superintendent's recommendation to go to a full distance learning model.
As has been publicly acknowledged by the School Board President in an article published by the RGJ, this plan isn’t tied
to the health and safety of students or staff. “Raymond said the push for Dec. 7 is not because of the threat of students
or staff being infected at school because she believes the safety measures in place are working well.” Instead, the
recommendation would serve to academically and socially penalize our children who have done everything we have
asked of them to make in‐person school an option.
Governor Sisolak reemphasizes this point with his recent remarks that “We need to get the kids in the classrooms, and
we can get them in the classrooms."
Our children, my children, are struggling. They have been subjected to ineffective and inadequate distance learning at
the end of last school year, this school year started behind schedule and had more smoke days than we have had snow
days in years, and now you entertain relegating them to distance learning before and after winter break. Please put the
needs of our children first. I implore you to consider other options.
Our children, my children, especially elementary age children, need something far more effective than distance learning!
Despite the teachers' and the students' best efforts, there is very minimal learning, if any, that happens in distance
learning for the vast majority of students.
Our children fail to thrive in a distance learning scenario. Not only are parents struggling to support distance learning for
a variety of reasons, our children struggle to follow the "talking" that is occurring in distance learning because they are
younger children who are not primarily auditory learners. As a result, distance learning becomes a continuous point of
failure and frustration. When compounded by the imposed social isolation that distance learning gives rise to, I fear it is
an option that does irrevocable harm to the healthy growth and development of my children, our children.
This isn’t a "temporary" situation in reality ‐‐ but rather a significant situation with extended impact ‐‐ and we need to
stop approaching it as such. I believe that these circumstances demand more of us. Begin now to look forward to find a
more permanent solution. Find the unprecedented solution, think outside of the false dichotomy that is before you and
merely maintains the status quo of how things have always been done. At the very least, please do not institute a full
distance learning model. Consider a complete shut down today, for a period of time that gets you past the immediate
consideration before you, and consider extending in‐person schooling into the summer months to complete the school
year.
There is no doubt that these are challenging times and whatever decision you make is one that will immediately and
directly impact more than 1/3 of our community, and will ultimately impact our whole community indirectly. In the
words of Victor Hugo, “he who opens a school door closes a prison.” Our children deserve more, they deserve better.
Please give them a real pathway to a meaningful future of well developed intellect and social skills.
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Sincerely,
The Brooks Family
Reno, NV
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

James Gaba
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 9:32 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Learning a Lesson

None of us were prepared for Covid.
However, the world was put on notice with Zeeka and Swine flu and we didn’t heed the warning and now here we are.
Moving forward we should all be better prepared to continue to teach our kids should we have to do this again and
hopefully we never will.
The biggest lesson all School Districts should learn from this is with remote learning and being attached to Microsoft was
a bad bet.
The children need access to virtual environments hosted by the school district with devices that can access these virtual
environments without the added cost of a 1000 dollar computer which neither the district nor the parents can bare.

Jim Gaba
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Park, Angela
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 9:36 AM
Public Comments
Distance learning

As a elementary teacher, I am very concerned over the plan to go full distance on December 7th. This should start on
November 30th to protect the well‐being of staff and students during this rapidly increasing spread of Covid.
The week after Thanksgiving could be a super spreader that would likely leave many students and teachers unable to
participate in distance learning for the rest of December. Are substitutes going to be called on to facilitate online
learning when there are not enough to take in person classrooms already? Why wouldn’t the district administration
want to protect the health and well‐being of all employees? The students?
I do believe that students need to be in school but at this critical juncture of community spread, I do not think the risk to
the whole community is worth the potential cost in loss of life and health problems that are being attributed to
“recovered” Covid patients.
I am very disheartened by the way district leadership and the board has/is handling this pandemic.
Angela Park
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Chrisitna Kallas
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 9:52 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Come up with a better plan

I want to start by saying, I know these are unusual times for everyone. I know this is uncharted water and everyone is
aware and taking steps to improve the circumstances for our children.
My older children are in their first year of middle school and the first year of high school, they are twelve and
fourteen years old and they both have a form of ADHD. What you may not know, is that they have had to deal with the
loss of an uncle by suicide, loss of close family, loss of friends, bullying you name it in the last couple of years. Then we
were hit with a pandemic and our family structure, daily schedule everyday life has been turned upside-down. We are also
a part of a blended family, it is a healthy co-parenting situation but it does require attention, a set schedule with parents
and step-parents, as well as extended families. There are a lot of moving parts and with the pandemic, it caused a lot of
separation which was incredibly difficult for my children. So you can imagine where my children’s mental health has been.
Before school started, I inquired about my children attending school every day as they were on a 504 plan. I was told that
it was not an option that it was children with IEP’s who were able to attend.
We as a district implemented the hybrid schedule and required children to be responsible and held accountable with little
to no supervision at home. To do this, they had to be familiar with Microsoft Teams, have devices to use at home and the
internet. My household had one computer to share and alternate with using a phone. So I tried to make a plan and set up
a schedule with structure for my children following the hybrid model as I and all parents involved are working parents and
unable to be home with them. School began and we had smoke day after smoke day. I had a child excluded for a
stomachache who had to join a distance learning class temporarily (that nearly ruined her interest in school she is nine!).
My children tried to stay on task, but with the schedule, their teachers planned changed daily to accommodate smoke
days, my children were having trouble keeping up. I emailed counselors as well as teachers, all responded the same
afternoon. Fast forward to now, I have two children excluded and one still attending via hybrid I have two devices at home
for them to use. I have had meetings with all teachers and counselors, requesting that my children attend full time with
their 504. They still could not accommodate. We updated their 504 plans and tried to come up with
solutions. Their accommodations are still not being met at the same capacity or at all while they are at home without the
supervision of a teacher physically present to help, instruct, or answer a question they may have. Email is not the same,
especially via teams. There has been a substantial decline in their work ethic, understanding of what they are learning,
their desire to even log in, and go to “school.” I set up a schedule as though they were in school, I check in as often as I
am able, I print missing assignments from IC and instruct them to work on it. We are still struggling immensely trying to
keep up with assignments, missing assignments retakes, etc. Trying to find what was due and what has been turned in is
difficult when you have two children and about thirteen classes to navigate through within different platforms, now my
youngest is home so we have to add her to the mix.
I do have to praise my children’s counselors as well as teachers. They have been extremely supportive and
understanding throughout this entire process. My youngest daughter's teacher has been prepared for distance learning
from the beginning, everything they need is sent home daily. She is extremely organized and ready to teach each day.
Now that she is on full distance, her teacher had sent home labeled folders with every assignment needed within the
folder, pencil holders with tools. Now sending daily emails with lessons for the day and specific assignments, and finally a
link to her zoom meeting where she teaches the children their lessons as though they were in class that day. That is what
I imagined distance learning to be and what myself and my two with ADHD would need to be organized and productive. I
wish she were a part of the planning for distance learning for the district. If my children are forced to distance learn full
time this is my suggestion for children with multiple classes: they are given instructions on Friday for the following week or
Monday morning for the week to fill their planners with lessons and assignments that will be due that week in one easy
place for them to find. Their assignments are organized in a folder for each class easy to find via teams (not news feed).
Daily following the normal bell schedule, they logged into each period and were taught by their teacher via zoom/teams.
Structured much like a day they would actually be in school. Where they were required to follow and log in to each period.
This year we have faced many challenges, my children loved school, but this year has truly been heartbreaking for them.
Having ADHD causes delays for them and obstacles they have to get through on a normal day. Doing this at home with
no supervision and trying to navigate Teams to find assignments go to every class on a schedule they have to get through
a maze to find learn and submit an assignment, attendance, announcements per class is a challenge in itself. My children
recognize this and said, “I am struggling I need help and I need to be in school every day.” You hired a Director for
distance learning, you have sent survey after survey. Take what parents and staff have sent and come up with a better
plan because what you have been doing is not working.
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Thank you.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:
Attachments:

Sykes, Sherry
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 9:55 AM
Public Comments
Item 4.06
Sherry Sykes.vcf

To whom this may concern,
I am writing this in concern for all ESP employees who will be affected by moving the student to all Distance Learning.
I am not opposed to the decision but would like the board to be clear and direct with what will happen to those
employees who will not have work at home to do.
Are they going to be laid off of work? Can we find them work to do from home so they do not lose income during the
holidays?
Many Teaching assistants, clerical aides, clinical aides, nutrition service workers are all worried about what will happen
to them during this time.
I beg you to be upfront with them and how this decision will affect them financially.

Sherry Sykes

INTERNET CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:
This communication, including any attachments, is confidential and intended only for the use of the person to
whom it is addressed. If the reader of this message is not the person to whom it is addressed or an agent or
employee responsible for delivering it to the addressee, please notify me immediately that you have received the
message in error, then delete this communication and attachments, if any, without reading or copying them.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Carrie Mason
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 10:02 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Keep schools open

Hi, I am a working mom of 3 kids who attend pleasant valley. Please keep schools open, kids need in person
instruction. I have a kindergartner who cannot learn on a tablet. It affected all three of their social and emotional
development over the last shut down. If business are pushing to be open then schools need to be open as well.
Thank you, Carrie Mason
Get Outlook for iOS
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kimi
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 10:02 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] School closures

I am a retired WCSD teacher and the grandmother of an elementary aged student in the district. I’m absolutely aware of
the spike in Covid cases in the county and the call for greater diligence in regards to safety. However, a much greater
amount of testing done leads to a greater rate of positivity. WCSD has shown positive results of keeping our students
and staff in a safe environment. In keeping our schools open we are promoting the importance of education!! If distance
learning is once again replacing in person learning, we are putting our children at risk for failure. Not all students are
capable of sitting at a computer for the length of a school day.Not all teachers are proficient at distance
learning/planning.
Our children need and are entitled to a sound education. They are in need of the social interaction of a school setting.
Keeping children out of the schools does not equal a decrease of the virus. Parents need to work, our children will either
be placed in some sort of daycare or be unsupervised‐ neither is an acceptable substitution for in person learning.
Keep our schools OPEN!!
Educate parents and staff on greater safety measures.
Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hunden White, Deborah
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 10:10 AM
Public Comments
Timeline for distance learning

For public comment
I believe it would be irresponsible to start distance learning on December 7th. If we are going to go distance the most
responsible and healthy option would be to start it on the 30th of November. Bringing students back for one week after
Thanksgiving is reckless.
Deborah Hunden White
Wooster High School
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Clinton Toledo
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 10:18 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Please move to distance learning!

Members of the Board of Trustee’s,
I’m writing today to urge you all to side with Superintendent Dr. Kristen McNeil in moving to full‐
distance learning until mid‐January due to elevated COVID‐19 risks. As both a teacher, and a PhD
student in Special Education, I believe this is the most important action we can take as a
community to protect our at‐risk populations, and our community as a whole.
As you may be aware, school districts around the United States are making the decision to move
from hybrid learning models to full‐distance learning models in order to keep our communities
safe. Most notably, New York Public Schools recently moved all public schools to a distance
learning model because their test positivity rate went up to 3%.
Currently, the data in Washoe County is much more daunting. Currently, our test positivity rate is
18.9%, with 104.72 daily new cases per 100,000 people. The CDC identifies public schools as high
transmission risks when the test positivity rate is at 10%. Currently, Washoe County is nearly
double that rate. This poses a severe community health risk.
As public schools, we are by default responsible for serving the community. Staying open, holding
classes, and continuing to place students in classrooms and hallways poses a great risk to our
community. Not everyone who spreads COVID displays symptoms of COVID. This is a disease that
can be carried home by a student, and impact their entire family. Serving in a low‐income
community as I do, I understand that not every family has access to technology, but more
alarming than that, not every family has access to affordable healthcare, or healthcare at all for
that matter. A child carrying home COVID might not only pose as a severe health risk for those
families, it might serve as an extreme financial burden, strapping them with unnecessary medical
debt for the foreseeable future.
Above all else, what scares me the most is the unknowns of the impacts of COVID on our students.
According to a recent study, COVID 19 creates cognitive impairments and delayed cognitive
responses in individuals who currently have COVID‐19, recovered from COVID‐19, or didn’t display
initial symptoms correlated with COVID‐19. We have no way of knowing the long‐term damage
we are inflicting on our students by exposing them to COVID‐19. Currently, there are 2,231
students at WCSD that have contracted COVID‐19, which means there are at least 2,231 students
who may experience cognitive impairments that they may have to learn to cope with for the rest
of their lives.
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This isn’t a matter of doing what’s popular or expedient, this is a matter of doing what’s right. You
are serving this board as representatives from this community, with a sole‐obligation to protect
the communities best interests. Burying our heads in the sand and ignoring the crisis at hand, or
using cherry‐picked pseudo‐science to bolster opinions about COVID instead of relying on facts is
a grave disservice to our community as a whole. With ICU beds nearing capacity, our healthcare
system on the brink of being overwhelmed, and cases rising at an exponential rate each day, it is
incumbent upon you to move our schools to distance learning. You sought office to be a leader –
now is the time to step up and lead.
Clint Toledo
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Brandon Siri
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 10:22 AM
kdick@washoecounty.us; blucey@washoecounty.us
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] For today's school board meeting 11/24/20

11/24/20
Dear Kevin Dick and Bob Lucey,
CC: WCSD BOARD
Do not close Washoe County Schools’ in‐person program and send them to distance learning. If you agree, read no
further, and thank you. If you disagree, then this is a problem.
Local health officials finally need to acknowledge what is now globally known: schools are essential and they are safe,
especially at elementary school level. The disease is real but your reactions to it should not be panic‐driven
nonsense. Being anti‐school is simply anti‐child. I didn’t realize our public health experts were so anti‐child until this
summer.
Let’s take a quick look at how distance learning is going this year in other areas:
 In LA, the school year started with a sharp drop in kindergarten enrollment:
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2020‐08‐31/lausd‐kingergarten‐enrollment‐drop
 In DC, the racial achievement gap is growing much wider. Black students in K‐2 saw a 14 percentage point
drop to 31% hitting early literacy goals. White students dropped 6 % pts, to 67%. Latinos dropped 12 % pts to
30% hitting targets: https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/data‐indicate‐worsening‐early‐literacy‐
progress‐and‐widening‐achievement‐gap‐among‐district‐students/2020/10/30/bebe2914‐1a25‐11eb‐82db‐
60b15c874105_story.html
 In St Paul, nearly 40 percent of high school students have failing grades:
https://www.kare11.com/article/news/education/nearing‐end‐of‐1st‐quarter‐nearly‐40‐of‐st‐paul‐public‐high‐
school‐students‐have‐failing‐grades/89‐d3da0082‐10e5‐4673‐b96c‐9502a9044b9b
 In Houston, more than 40 percent of students are failing at least two
classes. https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston‐texas/education/article/houston‐schools‐fail‐
grades‐surge‐class‐
15743142.php?utm_campaign=CMS%20Sharing%20Tools%20(Premium)&utm_source=t.co&utm_medium=refer
ral
 In Fairfax County VA, the 11th largest district in the country, F's have nearly
doubled https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/fairfax‐schools‐more‐failing‐
grades/2020/11/24/1ac2412e‐2e34‐11eb‐96c2‐aac3f162215d_story.html
 More than half the high‐schoolers in this Oregon district are failing at least one class with week to go
https://www.oregonlive.com/education/2020/11/more‐than‐half‐the‐high‐schoolers‐in‐this‐oregon‐district‐are‐
failing‐at‐least‐one‐class‐with‐week‐to‐go.html
 Distance learning isn’t equal for everyone, including low income and those with disabilities. CCSD is now
being sued because of this: https://www.reviewjournal.com/local/education/hearing‐set‐for‐ccsd‐families‐
lawsuit‐over‐distance‐learning‐2185079/
 Closing schools leads to massive job losses, including teaching and support staff, and parents in the
community (yes, including health care workers) now have to quit or find alternate childcare.
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https://www.rgj.com/story/news/2020/11/20/clark‐county‐school‐district‐may‐cut‐jobs‐amid‐online‐
learning/6361038002/

This isn’t a game. There are other dire consequences at hand. The only health that matters shouldn’t just be COVID‐
related health. I also understand that you cannot contact trace everyone, and trying to for a virus that spreads this fast
is a fool's errand. At this point, you better know that the risks to children from Covid are low, but the damage from
missing school is high.
So many people think THEIR kid is doing just fine, and that if a kid commits suicide then their parents should have been
able to prevent it. In many suicides, death is the first sign that a person was suicidal. I know firsthand as I lost a friend
(32) a month ago who lives in Vegas. How much unreported child abuse are you willing to accept to PRETEND to flatten
the curve, or to give you time to PRETEND to contract trace? We need to take this seriously and stop sacrificing our
kids.
Public health policy requires public trust to work. Shuttering school yards will NOT build trust, it won’t slow the spread,
and it won’t flatten the curve. The curve will flatten itself naturally after an 8‐12 week outbreak. Do not cause needless
collateral damage to our children. It’s time to get with the program. Even Sisolak was clear about this two nights
ago. Schools must remain open. Period.
“Why Are We Closing Schools? Keeping kids out of the classroom will make recovering from the pandemic harder in the
long term, while not keeping us any safer in the near term.” https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/11/ease‐
restrictions‐schools‐dont‐close‐them/617146/
“Schools are not spreadking covid‐19.” https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/11/20/covid‐19‐schools‐data‐
reopening‐safety/?arc404=true
Thank you for your time,
Brandon Siri
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Healy, Carol
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 10:31 AM
Public Comments
Proposed Change to the District Calendar

Dear Board of Trustees,
If we are to take a week for distance learning, it should be week following Thanksgiving, when all the students
have traveled or have had close contact with friends and relatives. This would give everyone (including
teachers) time to isolate before coming back to school. Teacher would then be with their students for the last
week of school when make‐up work needs to be handed in, graded, and grades posted.
Please reconsider your decision as to which weeks we will be going distance learning.
Carol Healy
Carol Healy MEd
Washoe Inspire Academy
Reno, NV 89502
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tuesday, November 24, 2020 10:55 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] in favor of continued in-person learning for elementary

Dear members of the WCSD Board,
I am writing in as public comment before this evening's meeting. I understand that these are unprecedented times and
you are facing extremely difficult decisions and constraints. I am hoping with all my hear that you will find a way to keep
Elementary Schools open to serve our children's emotional, social and basic needs. Our family is fortunate enough to be
able to pay to have care at home for our 2nd grader and to feed her and to make sure that se has al the resources she
needs to do distance education while we are not home. My husband and I both work in "essential" jobs and are not able
to work from home like so many other families. We do not have family that can watch our young kids (our younger child is
fortunately able to go to preschool since that is exempt from all these closures) and pay for individualized care in our
home. We live in a neighborhood of similar demographics with numerous children that attend her school so her
social/emotional needs are being met.
I CANNOT even begin to imagine what we would do if we didn't have the financial means that we do. How on Earth is a
child who is dependent on free meals whose parents work supposed to get to a distribution site to get their daily
meal? Who do children do who do not live around other children play with? Who is helping these children who are left
unattended, without means for food, without caring adults to intervene?
It is a hard enough struggle to juggle the childcare and jobs during the pandemic, but to take all those children whose
families opted for in-person education so that they could get those needs met and pull them from their one safe place is
trading protecting 1 vulnerable population for another. It is jus that children are more silent and hidden from view then the
elderly and immunocompromised adults.
All studies have shown there is much lower risk of illness in the elementary population yet the detriment is profound and
long lasting to keep them from their normal developmental progression. As Governor Sisolak so poignantly expressed,
the mental health of our children needs to be focused on and prioritized at least as much as the economy and other
vulnerable populations. While I do feel for teachers and the position they have been put in...ALL essential workers have
been called upon by society to continue working while at risk to ourselves. I highly doubt that grocery store, gas station,
hardware store employees "signed up to put their life on the line". Teachers should be given the same choice the rest of
us had to face. Either keep working because that is what you are called to do or step back from your profession. And
everyone that we now need to bring in to teacher our children is also facing that same choice.
While I would like to see ALL children be allowed to stay in school, please take into consideration keeping at least
Elementary open to support our youngest and most vulnerable to halts in their education.
Sincerely,
Melinda Warley
Mother of 2nd grader at Brown Elementary
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From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Janna Rager
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 11:15 AM
Taylor, Angela; melena.raymond@washoeschools.net; Caudill, Andrew B; Holland, Katy;
Minetto, Ellen; Calvert, Jacqueline M; Kennedy, Sharon; McNeill, Kristen; Public
Comments
[EXTERNAL] Kids in School - Support

Board of Trustees and Superintendent,
I have been an outspoken supporter of our kids being in school and sports from the beginning of this
pandemic. I fully support that all the safety measures within schools have been exceeded by WCSD. I feel my
children are safe at school and at sporting events. Both of my kids have been playing club sports since June,
safely and without incident. Both of my kids have suffered greatly under hybrid learning which I have already
detailed to the Board.
I understand the school district's dilemma with the lack of teachers at certain schools due to exclusions. I
understand that it is NOT the job of WCSD staff to be the contact tracers. That these situations put WCSD in a
precarious position which is constantly changing. At this point the Governor and WC Health Department and
probably the community have failed our kids and their education and put WCSD in essentially a no win
situation. Damn if you do and damn if you don't.
However, it is also NOT the fault of WCSD that the health department is so far behind. It is also not the job of
WCSD staff to become agents for the health department. It is the job of WCSD to TEACH.
There are now multiple studies from Europe, John Hopkins, and the State of Utah about the safety of kids in
school and even the CDC states it is the safest place for our kids. Again, the social, emotional, and educational
detriments of kids being at home/learning at home far outweigh the risk of Covid-19 to our kids. Multiple
studies including the WC Health department's own data from the last meeting show that kids at home are
contracting Covid at a higher rate than kids at school. Study after study show kids ARE NOT
superspreaders. If there was a superspreader occurrence at a school in the US - it would be on CNN in a
flash. Europe continues to have various forms of lockdowns but CONTINUES to send kids to school as they
are ESSENTIAL! Utah NEVER closed schools at ALL.
After all of the mandates, the numbers keep going up across the world. Clark County has been digital this entire
semester - numbers are still going up. That is almost 300,000 kids who have been at home. The cases went up
anyways. The mandates dont work. Common sense works- wash your hands, clean and sanitize heavily
touched surfaces, DON'T come to school or work if you are sick!! The entire world is seeing a spike right now
but kids are staying in school across the world.
Kids in Washoe County represent about 15-18% of the total population. With a vaccine close to distribution,
kids (unless compromised) will be the LAST to get the vaccine, if they ever will get the vaccine since they are
the demographic that fairs the best with COVID-19. We cannot keep holding our kids hostage waiting for
something that is probably at least 1 year away or may never come to fruition for most kids.
I beg the Board not to waiver - KEEP the kids in SCHOOL and sports. Schools are NOT the source of
transmission or superspreaders, as stated by WC Health Department themselves. WCSD is making school
safe. Cases will continue to pop up, until a vaccine is here. When is that going to be? None of us know for
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sure. I do hope teachers are at the top of the list, if they choose, along with our health care workers and
elderly.
Perhaps the virus is just outsmarting us all no matter what we do. However we cannot hold our kids hostage
any longer to a virus that has very few risks. The risks of suicide, teen pregnancy, self-doubt, self-esteem far
outweigh what effect this virus has on our kids. The tipping point for our kids is here. If you tip them over with
digital learning till at least January, you are sending the message that their education doesn't matter. But
casinos matter, small business matters, professional sports matter, college sports matter, why don't our KIDS
MATTER?
The Board stated at one of their early meetings in June/July that they would follow the science. The science
says KIDS NEED TO BE IN SCHOOL. The science says kids actually potentially protect teachers and staff
from infection. The science says 99.999% of kids will survive (all of the US deaths of children under 18 had
pre-existing conditions). Science says 99% of adults under age 70 will survive.

For today's meeting - as since it is the evening before our Thanksgiving break, I am sure a vast majority of
parents, including myself, and staff will not attend in person but have written to the Board. Please visualize all
of those staff, parents and their kids standing before you in your audience tonight before you make your final
decision. For our kids sanity please KEEP THEM IN SCHOOL, AT SCHOOL.
-Janna Rager
Parent, 7th and 9th graders
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Plascencia Reyna, Blanca
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 11:20 AM
Public Comments
Board Meeting 11/24

Dear Board Members,
As the world is experiencing an unprecedented public health crisis due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Even
though preventative measures to control the spread of the virus have been implemented, they are not feasible in
a school setting. Children with COVID-19 infection may be asymptomatic or have mild symptoms. Children
serve as vectors, spreading it through the community to individuals who are at higher risk for serious health
outcomes, hospitalizations, and death. It is especially difficult for young children to practice appropriate
hygiene such as hand washing, coughing, and face touching. With this combined and impractically social
distancing practices of limited classroom space, frequent interactions among students and staff is a challenge. It
creates an ineffective practice as lowering the spread of the virus.
Schools are contributing to spreading disease during the pandemic. There is evidence from past epidemics that
suggests closing schools can have a significant effect on reducing infection rates and flattening the curve. My
recommendation is to implement distance learning effective November 30th. The Thanksgiving holiday will
bring a surge of infections in our community.
I agree that in-person learning is an important factor for the mental and physical wellbeing of children.
Prevention is the key for individuals to avoid infection. Please consider the time to fully implement stricter and
effective infection control in our schools to protect our students, staff, and families.

Hoffman JA, Miller EA. Addressing the Consequences of School Closure Due to COVID-19 on Children's
Physical and Mental Well-Being [published online ahead of print, 2020 Aug 20]. World Med Health Policy.
2020;10.1002/wmh3.365. doi:10.1002/wmh3.365

Blanca Plascencia-Reyna
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tuesday, November 24, 2020 11:26 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Please move to Distance Learning.

I would prefer to remain anonymous thank you.

Good Morning,

I am writing for my support for moving to full distance learning. I am asking the board to do what is right for our small
community and temporarily close schools. As a school counselor I fully understand the emotional impacts this is having
on our students. But, the stress of this continue to grow out of control in our community is impacting them as well. District
staff is tired, stressed, and doing the best they can. I know from the very beginning a big concern was equity. I would like
you to really think about the schools where you are getting letters from parents stating that their school has zero cases
and the ones that are already moved to distance learning. Students of color are being disproportionally effected by
COVID-19. If equity is what you want, close all school equally so that the contact tracers and the health department can
catch up, and get a handle on this. Our schools are requiring so much of their time and resources for contact tracing that
it is almost ineffective at this point. I work in an elementary school, and I know parents work but for our community to
have a chance to get better, and eventually move to a point where we can be fully open and not be on pins and needles if
we are going to shut down.

We have students in our school whose parents are COVID positive and are currently still displaying symptoms and the
student is permitted to return to school. Why? Also, being in a counselor I work in all classrooms with all grade
levels everyday. I am NEVER notified about students that are excluded. My resource teachers, OT, Speech, and
specials teacher are also NEVER notified of a possible exposure, all staff members that are in multiple classes/grade
levels a day. How is this best practice? Our staff that is in and out of all classrooms all days should be told when they
have been exposed to students. The protocols are often left up to principals to make public health decisions and that is
not ok. They do not have adequate training to make those calls.

Your staff is tired, run down, and cannot carry the burden of keeping the community running on their own.

1

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Milliken, Kathryn
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 11:37 AM
Public Comments
Distance Learning

To keep in line with other schools in our community (i.e. UNR, TMCC, etc.), we should NOT return to the hybrid model
on November 30, 2020. We should begin full Distance Learning on November 30, 2020. In my opinion, it is RIDICULOUS
to return to school for one week before going into distance learning. By returning on November 30, 2020 we pose a
greater risk of spreading the disease (COVID 19) and insuring that we are sick for finals and the upcoming winter
holidays. ALL schools should be ready to pivot to Distance Learning, because that has been the directive since the start
of the school year? This should have been the decision long before Tuesday, November 24, 2020, so if teachers did need
time to prepare they could. Why does WCSD have to be different from the rest of the state and why do they wait so
long to make decisions that other educational institutions seem to be able to make early? It feels like the WCSD does
not take teachers, families and students personal time into account and are always making it a hardship to plan for the
future.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joe Lawrence
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 11:40 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Distance learning and high school athletics

Hello Board Members
When you listen to feedback, discuss and ultimately decide today what to do regarding the proposal of moving
to full time distance learning until late January please consider the following:
* Unlike a few months ago we have a lot of data
* Data shows the virus is spread primarily in the community not the schools
* Those students and faculty that catch the virus report no symptoms to symptoms similar to a
bad flu with
no hospitalization etc.
* No students are dying
* CDC and National Institute of Mental Health are pleading with school districts to keep the kids in class.
* Governor Sisolak now realizes and sees that kids must be in school
* Depression, abuse, and even suicides among youth are rising.
* WCSD has some schools such as Damonte High School that are doing an outstanding job
with contact
tracing and can be modeled elsewhere.
* If the district paid $5 an hour more up to $20 an hour you may not have a substitute
shortage.
* Contact tracing can be simplified
* If you don't allow the high schools to come back to school on at least a hybrid basis Jan
4th, instead
moving it out to Jan 18-25 you will be putting the death nail in the coffin of this
year's high school
athletics.
* Our football program had 8 NIAA sanctioned non contact practices in November. Out of 100+ athletes we
had 3 or 4 that had to be excluded due to catching the virus or being in close contact with someone that
had. Those that had it reported flu like symptoms and recovered quickly. The Juniors and Seniors that need
film for college recruiters especially Seniors desperately need their 6 weeks of competition proposed by the
NIAA.
* We understand that everything needs to line up just right for there to be high school athletics starting in
January.
First we need the virus spike to subside a bit
2nd we need the WCSD to bring back the students Jan 4th
3rd we need the NIAA to follow through with approval of Governor
If all three of these things don't occur then the year in athletics is doomed.
Vaccines are coming. There is light at the end of this tunnel.
Please bring them back January 4th to keep the hope alive.
It's not just about games but the mental health and wellbeing of our student athletes.
Thank you for your consideration.
Respectfully,
Coach Joe Lawrence
Damonte Ranch High School
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Van Fortier
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 11:52 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Agenda Item 4.06

FOR: Washoe County School Board In regards to Agenda item 4.06
Please address the resource shortages the WCSD district is facing. I believe our children are safer in the schools and
contracting COVID‐19 in the school is not my number one concern. I am concerned though for the lack of resources
WCSD currently has to keep our children safe in the schools. Here is a list of my concerns for which I support a
temporary shutdown.







Over half of your area superintendents are currently out on COVID protocol leaving limited support to cover
down on school resource shortages from them or the district office. I imagine some are providing remote
support just as other administrators in the schools have been required to do while out on COVID protocol or
even sick with an actual case. This doesn’t equal a full replacement for onsite staff though.
Substitute teachers are not available for teachers out on COVID protocol. Stories are circulating of teachers
forced to teach two classrooms or more in person and bouncing between them.
Distance learning teacher shortages have required other teachers to teach both in person and pick up
responsibility for a distance learning teacher who is sick and can’t teach.
Administrative staff and even custodians are being required to cover duty for teachers who are overwhelmed
with teaching multiple classrooms or out on COVID protocol.
There is not a pool of substitute admin staff, medical or custodial staff to cover shortages for those out on
COVID protocol. As mentioned above without area superintendents or central office staff available resources are
thin.

These and other resource challenges need to be addressed and made public rather than just saying we need time to
catch up on contract tracing. I strongly believe students are safer in school for mental health, domestic violence, and
issues other than COVID‐19. However your staffs have been pushed to the brink with the shortage of resources available
to the schools. My concern is for them and their ability to safely teach and lead in their schools. How much longer they
will be able to operate safely as the resource pool is drained?
Finally if the decision is made to make a temporary move to full distance learning I believe starting right away is safer
than coming back for a week after Thanksgiving. Starting on November 30 and coming back on January 4 gives you five
weeks to make adjustments and hopefully get current staff out on COVID protocol back to work.
th

th

I respect and admire the job all of the schools from Principles to Teachers and staff have done. As a board you all have
the unenviable position of only making half of the public happy with your decisions on this agenda item. Please consider
all sides and stand behind a decision that is best for all.
Respectfully,
Van Fortier
WCSD Parent
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Marissa Vanhoose
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 12:00 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Elementary Schools to Remain In-Person

To Whom it May Concern
Elementary schools, more specifically the one our son attends, have done an amazing job following protocols and
keeping kids and families safe. I think it should be considered to not do an all or nothing and let Elementary remain in
person until the end of the semester (which is before the holiday).
Our son started Kindergarten this year and with it already being a lot of adjusting, he has done amazing, even having to
wear a mask all day. He is quiet and shy and ok being home however he is thriving being challenged educationally in the
in‐person model. I am not a teacher and don’t feel I can give our son what he would get from his classroom.
Knowing and trusting our school (Brown Elementary) I have full confidence that the other 2 weeks before the break, that
school will continue to model how to stay safe.
Thanksgiving is important enough for our family to skip with others this year, if it means staying in school and staying
healthy.
I hope the rest of our community can do the same because if they truly want their kids to remain in school they will not
gather and stay home.
Thank you
Marissa Vanhoose
Parent of child at Brown Elementary
Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Christine Kiefer
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 12:19 PM
Taylor, Angela; Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Fwd: Distance learning plea

Sent from my iPhone
Begin forwarded message:
From: Christine Kiefer
Date: November 24, 2020 at 12:16:23 PM PST
To: kmcneill@washoeschools.net
Subject: Distance learning plea
Dr. McNeill,
First I want to start by saying how grateful I am to you. You have taken over an important job in
an impossible climate and I’m sure you feel that you’re in a lose lose situation. I do not envy
your position.
Next I want to ask you to please keep our kids in school. I have twin boys who have cerebral
palsy and their IEP’s are not and can not be met through distance learning. Their services and
minutes guaranteed in their IEP’s will never be met through a zoom call. Our kids have missed
so much school since last spring break, they need to consistency and structure our school
provides.
My children have begged to continue to go to school and have no problem wearing masks and
social distancing. I also want to let you know that Brown Elementary school has done a
wonderful job keeping us safe and informed. Especially principal Bryan and Laura Cowder.
This is just one story of many parents who are terrified of their kids falling behind and not
having their IEP’s met. I also can’t even imagine the impossible situation schools closing will
put parents who both work or who are single in. These families will have to choose between
providing for their children or being home to make sure they are safe.
Again, I know this is a lose lose situation but the benefits outweigh the costs at the elementary
level.
Thank you for your time,
Christine Kiefer
Special needs mom and former WCSD teacher
Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tuesday, November 24, 2020 12:21 PM
Public Comments
plan for classified employees ?

Good afternoon Board members.. after your decision tonight, please let the classified hourly staff know what
the plan is for them ? this has been stressful and uncertain time for us. not a good time to be off without
pay. it's frustrating to see this on the news. when we should be hearing the information from you . Thank you
for listening .

Mary
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tuesday, November 24, 2020 12:25 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Full Shift to Distance Learning for WCSD

I am writing to ask that you please consider keeping the younger children in our school district, specifically Elementaryaged students, on the in-person learning model. I am a front line healthcare worker who has worked this pandemic since
the beginning. I understand the concern with spread and the risk that many school-aged children are bringing about. But
please, look carefully at the data for elementary aged students. Not only are they typically minimally symptomatic if at all,
they are also very unlikely to spread this disease to others. Our healthcare workers children have been in childcare since
March with minimal to no issues. I applaud our elementary schools for their great work, and they are doing a fantastic
job. The school my children attend have had zero positive student cases, and the kids are thriving. Many healthcare
workers have felt the negative impacts of distance learning for younger children early in the year. I know that you know
that the youngest school aged children are the most negatively impacted children. I know of people who left their children,
as young as 8, home alone because they did not have a choice. I also know of people who gave up the distance learning
because it wasn't feasible to do on a daily basis while working 12 hour hospital shifts. I know of people who cut back
hours significantly or quit their jobs because they didn't have child care. Please understand that putting children less than
10 years old out on a full distance model requires a parent or guardian to be home with them for assistance and ensure
their success. Middle school children and high school children, for the most part, have learned the independence and can
participate in distance learning without full assistance from an adult. Our healthcare system and our hospitals need our
staff working. We are currently working on crisis standards using overflow areas and are over capacity. We need our
providers and healthcare workers at work. Many of us are working extra shifts and helping where we can to support our
team and get care to our population. While school is not a daycare, it allows our children to get an education and allows
us to work and support our community. With full distance learning, you are essentially forcing people to choose between
their jobs and their students success. I am worried about our healthcare infrastructure when young kids have to be at
home pulling parents from work. Please take into consideration the young child population and the data we have for this
age group. Please take into consideration the setbacks and negative impacts that distance learning has on this age
group. Please consider the kids in special populations with IEPs and special learning needs. Covid has had minimal
impact on young kids. The academic impacts have been far greater. Teenagers and young adults have had a lot of
spread and a lot of risk. I understand many high schools have had to be shut down due to this. But they can generally
get their learning done independently. Please consider how well the elementary schools are doing and don't make a
decision that will affect them all. With only elementary schools remaining on in-person learning, our need for contact
tracing/exclusions and needs from the county will still greatly decrease and allow them time to catch up. Our little kids
need to be in school. Thank you.
Anonymous
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Meyer, Haley
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 12:33 PM
Public Comments
Public Comment 11/24

Good afternoon,
I am a high school teacher at Damonte Ranch High School and I am reaching out in regards to the switch to distance
learning and concerns I have had around teaching during this pandemic. Myself and other teachers I have spoken with
are concerned about returning to the buildings after Thanksgiving break. We have seen our largest outbreaks happen at
DRHS after breaks and long weekends. We know families will choose to gather for the holiday (against rules and
guidelines) and when we come back and get sick we have no sub systems in place for distance learning. This has been a
problem at our school all year as we have chosen to teach using the hybrid synchronous model and when teachers are
sick students cannot access class when they are learning from home. Who will run my classes when I am sick? There is
no protocol in place to make sure students attend class and do work if their teachers get sick and cannot run classes. The
only way to prevent this is to keep teachers safe and healthy. We need to be sheltering in place so we can see out the
rest of the school year and can support and be there for our students.
The position that school is safe is invalid. DRHS currently has 90+ kids excluded, I myself have 14 kids excluded in my
classes today. Teachers do not have the elements of protection needed to be safe and we see time and time again that
students are getting sick in clusters in our classes. Opening schools has put more stress on our health care system and
caused illness and hospitalization of people in our community and there are long term consequences for this choice. We
have now had almost a year to prepare as a district for the needs of our students in distance learning scenarios, its time
to allow teachers to do what we do best and provide for the needs of our students. We can do this without risking the
lives of staff, students, and families.
Thank you, I realize this is a challenging decision to make. I just ask that you think of the health and safety of your
teachers and other staff who are on the frontlines of this pandemic every day. We did not ask to risk our lives but have
been doing it for months now. We deserve to be safe.
‐Haley Meyer
Damonte Ranch High School
AP Computer Science
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Beth Slamowitz
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 12:50 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Moving WCSD to full distance learning

Superintendent McNeill and School Board Trustees,
Your jobs as the Superintendent, Board Trustees and Educators, was to “make sense of the mess” of this pandemic—to
turn a series of interrelated challenges into a series of organized and prioritized problems and then into a strategy for
action.
First, and foremost: even though you feel you cannot stick to your existing plans, it would be wise to keep a steady focus
on your mission, goals, and principles. You have a mandate both to protect children and to ensure that they learn. You
have principles, goals, and targets for your education system. These have not changed, even if they need to be modified.
As seen in West Africa during the Ebola crisis, school closures mean the loss of protection for those most vulnerable.
Children with special needs often receive specialist care in school settings. Even in the richer countries, schools provide
social services that are difficult to replace—in Los Angeles for example, a majority of children rely on school meal
programs; in New York, homeless children rely on schools for bathing and laundry. How are you going replace these
essential protective services—for example, will you switch from school meals to take‐home rations? Can schools remain
open for specific services, as is the case in recent UK guidance? Can they be used as crisis hubs for the community? How
will you bring those most likely to drop out back into school. District leaders, school principals, and teachers often have
detailed information about the needs of children and families in their communities—will you call on them for advice to
ensure that the most vulnerable children are protected and return to school? Will you ask them to staff phone lines, text
community members, or engage local media to support the psycho‐social needs of children.
The AAP "strongly advocates that all policy considerations should start with a goal of having students physically present
in school," according to guidance released by the organization. "The importance of in‐person learning is well‐
documented, and there is already evidence of the negative impacts on children because of school closures in the spring
of 2020." Time away from school and interruption of supportive services often leads to social isolation, making it difficult
to identify learning deficits, physical or sexual abuse, substance use, depression and suicidal ideation, the organization
wrote. "This, in turn, places children and adolescents at considerable risk of morbidity and, in some cases, mortality,"
they wrote. We have already seen this with the increase in substance use and suicide rates within WCSD, especially
among adolescents, but as the Governor stated in his last press conference, in children as young as 8 years old.
Children are experiencing changes in psychological well‐being. COVID‐19 has disrupted their normal routines and
prevented their free movement, making them feel like they are not doing anything meaningful, resulting in negative
effects such as sleep disturbances, sadness, loneliness, anger, and lack of motivation. The format of online learning is
inadequate and lacking efficacy and interactions.
It is understood that it is necessary to have the ability to perform regular and frequent testing (especially on college
campuses), a less than 1% positive test rate in a community, and the ability to immediately relay test results, contact
trace and isolate infected people and people they came in contact with. WCSD and the Health District need to create a
better partnership and prioritize our children and educators. Every effort needs to be made to create a system tailored
to the WCSD for testing and contract tracing in order to keep our kids in person in school.
If the School Board decides to move to full distance learning, keeping children learning will be a challenge facing our
education leaders. Even in high‐resource systems, the use of online technological platforms for teaching is in its infancy.
We have seen many experiments in past months. No doubt some were successful for some students, but there were
many failures. It is important to remember that technological solutions exacerbate existing inequalities. And even the
best solutions require careful attention to the crucial interface between technology, teacher, and child. For learners,
educators, their families, and communities, the loss of schooling erodes the social glue that holds together everyday life.
The importance of actively creating a sense of community beyond living and learning in close proximity cannot be
overstated.
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Crisis leadership means listening carefully to your people, to their concerns, and to their ideas and solutions, however
small. You have a challenging but vital job during this crisis: to protect, plan, motivate, and continue to deliver on your
mandate. The finger pointing needs to stop and the Health District and WCSD need to do their jobs to protect and
educate our children and provide leadership and guidance and resources to our schools and our educators. Moving to
full distance learning to address a logistical nightmare brought on by poor planning and leadership will only exacerbate
the failures to support and protect the most vulnerable kids in our community and preserve the mental health supports
that have crumbled under this crisis. You have failed the kids. You have failed your educators. You have failed your
community.
Sincerely,
Beth Slamowitz, PharmD
A concerned parent, health care provider, and resident of Washoe County.
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From:
Sent:
To:

Rogers, Julia
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 12:57 PM
Public Comments

Hello there,
A friendly reminder that it IS the opinion of both the CDC and AAP to keep schools open if at all possible. We cannot
purport to know more than they do, collectively, about the health of our children. As a teacher, I have witnessed the ill‐
effects of students being out of in‐person school. It has been brought to my attention that Washoe County health
officials may be trying to undermine contact tracing for WCSD. If this is true, shame on them and Mr. Dick. Let’s do
everything in our power to keep schools open! I don’t want to be in school if it’s completely unsafe, but the CDC and
AAP opinion leads to me believe there is, indeed, a way to make it safe.
Thank you,

Julia Rogers
Social Studies Teacher
Academy of Arts, Careers, and Technology
msrogershistoryandgov.weebly.com
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Stephanie Rice, Esq.
Stephanie@MLReno.com

November 23, 2020
Board of Trustees
Washoe County School District
Sent by Email Only to Avoid Delay: malena.raymond@washoeschools.net;
ataylor@washoeschools.net; eminetto@washoeschools.net; smkennedy@washoeschools.net;
Kathryn.holland@washoeschools.net; andrew.caudill@washoeschools.net;
Jacqueline.calvert@washoeschools.net

Re:

District-Wide Failure to Provide Special Education Services during Distance
Learning

Dear Trustees,
I represent multiple Washoe County families and students with disabilities with respect to
agenda item 4.06 on the November 24, 2020 School Board Meeting. There is no question
Covid-19 has brought with it challenges we never imagined 2020 would bring. With such
challenges, comes difficult leadership decisions. While we are sympathetic that this situation
is overwhelming for teachers, schools, administrators and families, there has been systemic
failure to ensure that our special needs students are not being left behind during this difficult
time.
Federal law requires all Districts to meet the needs of all students. Under the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), students with intellectual or developmental
disabilities are legally entitled to free and appropriate education. For students who receive
special education services, that is outlined in an Individualized Education Plan (IEP).
Under IDEA, every student who qualifies gets an individualized education plan or IEP. The
IEPs outline the specific accommodations students with disabilities need in order to learn,
such as, extra testing time, a full-time aide, and speech therapy.
My clients with IEPs have not received the services they are entitled to by law, since March
of last year and despite repeated demands, we have not seen one single plan for how the
District is going to implement federally mandated services if this Board votes to go full
distance learning.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
midtownlawreno.com • (775) 786‒5800
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Stephanie Rice, Esq.
Stephanie@MLReno.com

It appears the Board understands how important special education services are in that, even
though middle and high school students have been participating in hybrid learning (both in
person and distance combo) model, special education students, along with elementary
school students, have been permitted to continue with full in-person learning up until this
point. The recommendation currently before the Board is silent as to special education
students.
While the Covid-19 rates are soaring in Washoe County and all over the country right now,
evidence has shown that kindergarten through second grade students are not effective
learners when utilizing a Distance Learning model. Evidence has further shown that younger
children are not even carriers and have low transmission rates. There is also a significant
risk that if elementary school aged students do not return to in-person school, parents will
have no choice but to find alternative arrangements and drop their children off at daycares,
friends’ homes and even potentially leave their very young children home alone- simply
because they have no other option; and these concerns are amplified in households with
special education students.
Nevertheless, all special education students remain entitled to a free appropriate public
education:
. . . no matter what primary instructional delivery approach is chosen,
SEAs, LEAs, and individualized education program (IEP) Teams remain
responsible for ensuring that a free appropriate public education (FAPE)
is provided to all children with disabilities. If State and local decisions
require schools to limit or not provide in-person instruction due to
health and safety concerns, SEAs, LEAs, and IEP Teams are not relieved
of their obligation to provide FAPE to each child with a disability under
IDEA.
See, September 28, 2020, Department of Education Memo, “Question and Answer Document
in Response to Inquiries Concerning Implementation of the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA) Part B Provision of Services in the Current COVID-19 Environment.”
If the District is to vote to go full distance learning, it has a legal obligation to ensure that
students with disabilities have access to the same education as their nondisabled peers.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
midtownlawreno.com • (775) 786‒5800
115 Casazza Drive, Reno, Nevada 89502
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Stephanie@MLReno.com

The Department of Education further held, “. . . no matter what primary instructional delivery
approach is chosen, SEAs, LEAs, and individualized education program (IEP) Teams remain
responsible for ensuring that a free appropriate public education (FAPE) is provided to all
children with disabilities. If State and local decisions require schools to limit or not provide
in-person instruction due to health and safety concerns, SEAs, LEAs, and IEP Teams are not
relieved of their obligation to provide FAPE to each child with a disability under IDEA.”
[Emphasis Added]. Id.
Until the District comes up with a plan to ensure that every student, expressly including
special education students, are provided a free and adequate public education; or,
alternatively, the District makes available compensatory services for all special education
students to make up for the skills that have already been lost and ensure families are
provided the compensation needed to get private resources that the District has thus far
been able to provide, this Board is encouraged to reject the request for full distance learning
as to elementary and special education students.
When you are all asking the difficult questions and weighing this very difficult decision, I
challenge each and every one of you to explicitly inquire, on the record, to ask what is being
done to ensure all special education IEP’s and services are being complied with and what
will be done if the District is to go full Distance Learning. As a community, we cannot allow
our special education students to fall behind or slip through the cracks. Every single child in
Washoe County deserves an education and to be offered the same opportunities as every
other child, whether the child has a disability or not.
On behalf of my clients, I sincerely ask that you reject full Distance Learning for elementary
and special education services. Failure to do so, will lead to irreparable damage to these
children. Please do not set these students up for failure by allowing them to continue to slip
through the cracks.
Sincerely,
/s/ Stephanie Rice
Stephanie Rice, Esq.
SR/
CC: Kristen McNeill, Superintendent, via Email: kmcneill@washoeschools.net
Enclosure(s): None.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jill Rogers
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 1:11 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Keep our students in the classroom

Dear Washoe County School Board & Superintendent McNeill,
I truly appreciate all your hard work keeping students in the classroom this year. I know it has not been easy,
especially since Kevin Dick and others at the Health District have not given you any support in spite of being
given $50 million in CARES stimulus.
Despite the challenges, I think it is very important that we keep our students in the classroom. Their mental
wellbeing relies on it.
Sincerely,
Jill Rogers
WCSD Parent
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Tuesday, November 24, 2020 1:13 PM
Public Comments
Kaitlin Young
[EXTERNAL] Public Comment: BOT Meeting 11/24/2020

Debbie Smith may deserve to have a school named after her, but not this school!
The school should be named after Dolores M. Feemster, just as the WCSD Board of Trustees implied it would be in
November 2019. The Board abnormally reversed the school naming process when they decided to award the school
name to Smith. The reversal was a distortion of WCSD policy, and we do not accept it.
The CTE Academy at the repurposed Hug High School campus planned for 2023 should meritoriously be named
after Dolores Feemster.
While Hug High School was originally a trade school, Mrs. Feemster advocated for and counseled students enrolling
in trade courses at the school. She also referred students for professional placement with unions - a fitting fact,
considering the repurposed campus will be a Career and Technical Academy.
To the best of our knowledge, Smith did not contribute to the micro-community that surrounded Hug High in the
same way that Mrs. Feemster did. Mrs. Feemster's long legacy of student advocacy and kindness deserve more from
this board of trustees.
Board of Trustees, you can still correct this mistake. Overturn your decision, and give Mrs. Feemster the respect she
deserves!
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Small, Ryan A
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 1:19 PM
Public Comments
public comment for BoT meeting

Dear Superintendent Dr. McNeil, Board of Trustees Minetto, Caudill, Calvert, Simon Holland, Vice President
Taylor, and President Raymond,
As a recurring item on the Board’s agenda each meeting, re-evaluating the data and the specific site
circumstances of COVID-19 presented by the task force has been ever changing. I recognize some of the
concerns of the community and the deprivation that this could cause for some students should this committee
decide to go full distance. I have followed these issues and listened attentively to the many public comments
from teachers, community members and parents wishes for the safe and full return of all students for reasons
including their mental health and in person differentiated instruction. Our Governor has recently indicated that
schools serve students in many ways beyond teaching, including essential services that these children would
otherwise not get. I hear the concerns over suicide among teens during this time of quarantine and know that
each case across this country is a tragedy. It is with this understanding that I am able to examine the
perspective of this community and the issues before this committee.
I would like to commend Dr. Kristen McNeil with her recommendations to move towards a full distance
setting until our curve is slowed and more resources are made available. It is with that recommendation that I
would like to call attention to the services and resources we provide. I can’t speak to every school in our
district, but I do know that Hug has flagshipped and championed an SEL curriculum that benefits students
socially and mentally. Our Communities In Schools resources are invaluable to our most at risk students. We
have more counselors than any other high school in serving percentages of our population. Because of our
Title I funding, our meals and food services staff do a tremendous job of reaching out and providing three
squares to our families. We are one of only a few schools that has a full time psychologist. We are staffed with
some amazing Intervention Preventionists in ensuring students are successful academically and are provided
with resources to graduate and achieve their goals. I believe we are unlike many schools in this district
because of the services provided and because of those services, I believe these are essential to our students
and their families.
However, schools as well equipped and staffed as we are, are not designed to combat issues of
essential services for children. Teachers were not educated in matters of mental health, crisis prevention,
providers of healthcare, nor nutrition experts with the funding to feed our students. Counselors do not hold the
credentials to act as clinical therapists. Food Services cannot provide meals to families when they are being
furloughed or risk losing their jobs. In previous years, it was the duty of every teacher to ensure the safety of
each child in our rooms. Data suggests that a safe environment is conducive to strong learning growth through
relationship building, buy in and rigor. How, as an educator, am I to ensure this safety when students and their
parents have stopped sending them to school due to spread and concerns of infection in our county? Consider
our psychologist on campus. How is it, she is to provide counseling to 750 hybrid students in a calendar year
exactly?
Concerning suicide and prevention, I would like to congratulate this district’s effort to offer services
through our crisis prevention hotline. In the past, I have directed students to these services and have done my
due diligence to ensuring safety and identification of concerns for my students. This year is an entirely different
narrative. With the cancellations from smoke to the exclusions for safety, I rarely get to be in the physical
presence of my students. With the mask mandates and social distance protocols, it has been nearly impossible
to be as attentive to the needs of our kids. I offer tutoring and relationship building, but most students are
scared to even speak, and they are to leave campus within a few minutes of the end of their academic day and
can therefore not stay further to get that mental support. With full distance, I can call each of my students, and
get them connected to the services they need to feel safe and support them mentally and socially. Imagine the
lives we can save if we were to reach out and check in with all our students on a weekly basis. Imagine a
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scenario where students are at home and do not bring COVID home to their families. Thank you for your time
and consideration.
Sincerely,
Ryan Small, Hug High School Teacher
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

D Feem
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 1:26 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Dolores Feemster CTE If Board Policy Had Been Followed

To the Board for the Community,
Simple question here, is the following criteria the criteria the naming committee used in the naming of the soon
to be, old Hug High School site? The community would like to know the answer to this. If the answer is no, is
the following, the criteria that was supposed to be followed?
The criteria I'm referring to as taken from the district website‐
"School Naming Criteriai.Submitted names from the approved categories will be considered based on the
following criteria:1.Role in education;2.Impact to theWashoe County community;3.Public Service;4.Historical
Significance;5.Geographic Significance6.Contributions(land, monetary, volunteerism, etc.) whichsupport the
education of students through the District’s Mission."
Respectfully,
David Feemster, Jr
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Virginia
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 1:31 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Zoom meetings

I would like to state that no matter what is decided about distant learning, the teachers need to be a little more
considerate when it comes to parents request on zoom meetings because some of us that are still able to work while our
children are at home. To have a teacher tell you zoom meetings are only in the morning and if that doesn’t work then to
bad for you. Not only rude and disrespectful but quiet uncalled for especially because they should be available at
reasonable times for parents that still are able to work and don’t have access to a computer at their job. So with that
said maybe teachers could be more understanding of our situation as well.
Thank you
Ms. Davidson
Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tuesday, November 24, 2020 1:54 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] A possible partial solution

Dear Trustees and Dr. McNeill,
I had hoped to be at the meeting this afternoon to speak in person but then decided that if I'm only having my
immediate family for Thanksgiving, it doesn't make sense that I'd go where there are many people from many
places, so I decided to e-mail instead.
I know that all of us are concerned about the mental health of our students and the well-being of the whole
student. Mental health has been an issue for a long time, and I am glad that it is getting the support that
has been long needed from community members and the district. Considering this, I want to suggest what
is working well in at least one county in California: Learning Hubs. Learning Hubs were created by two
community members who were asked to provide something for the underserviced students in the county. They
began by cold calling community partners to find safe spaces to connect families who might not have Wi-Fi or
inadequate Wi-Fi, families who might be doubled or tripled up in a house/apartment, promote positive mental
health, provide a safe space for students who might be living in an abusive household, or there is no adult
in the house to supervise younger students.

Learning Hubs provide a safe space with adult proctors who supervise small cohorts of students from
kindergarten through 12th grade. The proctors make sure that students are connecting with their teachers, that
they are on task to the best of their abilities. Food is provided for breakfast and lunch. Each learning hub has a
small cohort of about 10 students. The Learning Hubs are not for "closing the gap" but to ensure students are
connecting with their teachers in a safe environment.
There would need to be community buy-in, but I have heard Dr. McNeill talk about our community partners, so
hopefully, they would be able to assist in this. In Marin (which yes, is a wealthy county *and* it also has a very
large population that lives below or well below the poverty level), space for the hubs has been donated. Other
community partners and districts have helped to subsidize enhancing the Wi-Fi at some of the community
centers that have donated space, they also pay for the proctors, and have worked to find grants and K through 3
funding, and honestly, find money anywhere they can (much like here). By using their relationships with
community partners, they were also able to work with different groups that already had something similar in
action, for instance after school programs, Boys and Girls Clubs, Jewish Community Centers, and then helped
to subsidize PPE, staff, and custodial services. Breakfasts and lunches are provided to all students.
They are currently collaborating with Parks and Rec to have outdoor learning hubs primarily for middle and
high school students and working with rangers to augment their learning.
This seems like an idea that would be able to work here. If we must have distance learning, it would behoove us
to have a safe space for our students. Small cohorts in multiple locations really could work.
Thank you,
Kristen De Haan
Special education teacher and mom of a senior
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Eschaton, Malakai
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 2:07 PM
Public Comments
Kalleres, Andrea; Fleck, Darren; Honold, Renee R
My thoughts on opening

If we do go to full time DL, it will be because our school has decided that it is too dangerous to be in school. If we decide
to go on 12/8, we are telling our staff that:
A. It is too dangerous to come back to school right now
B. Come back to school for one week (even though it is too dangerous)
C. Have a good Thanksgiving with all your family and enjoy large events that are dangerous…then come back to
school for a week.
This does not make any sense.

Sincerely,
Malakai Eschaton
Lou Mendive Middle School
Mathematics Department
1900 Whitewood Drive
Sparks, NV 89434
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Trina Bowman
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 2:10 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Distance learning

Please consider our children’s Emotional health when you are making this decision to do distance earning our kids have
go threw so much this year and are so happy at school and are exceeded with in school learning I want them to continue
to still have that opportunity! If you do pass the 6 week distance learning please pleas stick to that time line and not use
it as an excuse to keep our kids home doing school online for the rest of the year! Grade schools should be in school
learning they hav had the least shut downs of all the schools!
Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Adam Kiefer
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 2:18 PM
Public Comments
McNeill, Kristen; Taylor, Angela
[EXTERNAL] School Closures

Good afternoon,
I would like to submit for public comment my opposition to the closure of the Washoe County schools. I write to you
today, as a father and as a business owner.
I have 2 sons in the school district, both with special physical needs. We are fortunate enough to be able to provide
outside services to our boys in way of therapy and tutoring, but I know there are families who are not as fortunate and
rely upon the services provided by WCSD and that cannot be overlooked. Speaking personally, I do however have major
concerns about the long‐term social effect that these extended lock‐downs will have on my boys. Given their limited
ability, in normal scenarios, they cannot run and play on the playground with other children their age, and as a result it's
more difficult for them to form friendships and have meaningful peer interaction. The relationships they do have are
being actively severed by their inability to interact with their classmates and another extended shutdown will just dig
that hole deeper. There are undeniable health risks to keeping the schools open, but the social damage being done can
never be addressed with a vaccine. For the future of our children, and the future of our state, we have to ensure we
exhausted every option and strive to continue with in‐person school.
As a business owner, I also plead with you that we do everything we can to ensure the WCSD campuses stay open. The
only damage worse than the social trauma to our children is the economic damage to our community. Employees of
mine, and other companies, are struggling to work from home because of other shutdowns, and when you throw in the
added work of essentially homeschooling their children, the burden can become unbearable. This dynamic
disproportionately hurts the working mothers in our great county. The Governor made it clear in his address on Sunday
that we cannot hope to save our economy with our schools shut down. There is too much at stake now and in the future
for us to make these decisions lightly.
The responsibility you carry is grave, and I know you do not take it lightly. So I implore you to not act from a place of
fear, but instead take a stance of courage for our children, our community, and our county.
Sincerely, and with my support of you as you weigh this heavy decision,
Adam Kiefer
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Leila Moassessi
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 2:48 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Accountability with Covid-19 in Schools

Hello,
I hope this comment finds you well.
I would like to share a concern that I have with you, in hopes of consideration. I am currently a high school student
attending a private school, but I believe that because I do not attend a Washoe County School District public school, my
opinion is not limited. I am sure Covid‐19 has been mentioned quite a bit in this meeting, and I am sorry to add another
comment. I am concerned about accountability and how we are expecting families and students to uphold integrity and
honesty. At my small private school, both cases of Covid‐19 have been the result of a lack of honesty. While we cannot
control a family's choice to be honest and ethical, I feel that it is necessary that guidelines are mandated to help families
understand the impacts of lying or hiding the truth. Students and families can continue to break guidelines set up within
schools and the district, and even in the state, yet there are no repercussions for when things go wrong. My teachers are
constantly put in danger, and I have felt that I cannot safely learn in‐person at my school because of this. I understand
that attending school in‐person is a risk that I am taking, but I feel that I should be able to trust my peers and fellow
community members, and know that there are repercussions for lying.
While my concern is large and a problem nation‐wide, I feel that as a county we should find a solution to hold people
accountable. Students and teachers (plus faculty and staff) should not have to suffer because families are choosing to go
on vacation or do things against state recommendations. We cannot continue to hurt our teachers and students while
allowing people to carelessly break the rules. As the Board of Trustees, I know that you have the ability to make a
change in our county and to protect our teachers and students, and students like me who just want to learn.
I think a good solution could be mandating age‐appropriate education for students (and families) on the impact of
Covid‐19 and making neckless and dangerous choices. I personally do not believe that many people in our community
understand the grave danger we are in, and the hardships families have to endure when there are Covid‐19 outbreaks in
schools. I also think that looking further into the future, students should be taught how to be digital learners. Our
teachers have been doing a fantastic job adjusting to digital teaching, but I have noticed that students do not know how
to conduct themselves online. I think that along with an education on the effects of Covid‐19 (financial, emotional, etc.),
teaching students how to be digital learners will be extremely beneficial and have a great positive impact. Again, I
understand that my concerns are large and felt nation‐wide, but I believe that we have the power to help our schools
and do the best we can to support everyone in our community. Thank you for your time and consideration.
Best,
Leila M.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Greg Batchelder
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 2:49 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Comment on Agenda item 4.06

Thank you for taking the time to ready my comments. Please do not close our schools. Instead open them up
completely. I have heard the board talk about making rational decisions based upon the facts. Here on some fact which
can be independently verified. The CDC lists the Infection Fatality ration for COVID by age group as 0‐19 0.00003%; 20‐
49 0.0002%, 50‐69 0.005%, and 70+ 0.054%. By contrast the seasonal flu fatality rate is 0.1%. The CDC does not
currently recommend schools K‐12 close due to COVID as schools are not a major source of spread of this virus. Children
are safer in school.
To quote Robert F. Kennedy, "Do pandemics disappear when mortalites cease? Or when it's no longer in the media's
financial interest to frighten and shame the public?" We are blasted daily through the media about the worst cases of
COVID and the extreme predictions. Remember the initial estimates said 2.5 million people in the US would die from
COVID, we are around 250k. Even this stat is debatable at Dr. Brix stated that these numbers are inflated.
Schools assist parents in raising their children by learning life skills of communication, gain confidence, develop a sense
of wonder about the world, feed the hungry, allow parents to earn a living. A decision to close schools has a huge
impact upon the community beyond the school fence line. Children will be left at home without supervision. Parents
will need to choose between a paycheck and child care. Consider how these COVID lockdowns have increased
abuse rates, suicide rates, and intoxication rates. Mental health is on the decline. In this holiday season, recommended
COVID conditions are creating a bleak outlook. Closing school multiples these things.
Schools are necessary to our society in the pursuit of liberty. Our children need to learn to be strong in the case of
adversity. The world has never shut down for a pandemic until now. Look back into history and review the cases of the
Hong Kong Flu and the Spanish Flu. Schools in the U.S. have not closed for wars. Please Keep Our Schools Open! "Those
who would give up essential Liberty, to purchase a little temporary Safety, deserve neither Liberty nor Safety." Benjamin
Franklin.
Greg Batchelder
Parent of two students at Reno High School
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sarah Cummings
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 2:54 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Support for distance learning effective 11/30

Dear Board of Trustees:
I am writing as a parent of two elementary school children in the district in support of Dr. McNeill's recommendation for
a temporary shift to distance learning during this high‐risk period as community wide case rates surge. Given the
increased likelihood of indoor gatherings during the Thanksgiving weekend along with the currently high transmission
level in our community, I urge the Board to consider the shift to distance to begin on November 30 instead of waiting a
week.
My children have been attending school in person so far this year. The principal and teachers have done an incredible
job communicating with parents while navigating the demands of instruction in multiple modalities. I would like to add
my gratitude for the hard work that went into preparing for a safer opening. I am appreciative of the interventions taken
to lower risk of transmission at school (e.g. outdoor lunches so children remove masks in a well‐ventilated outdoor
environment), but also acknowledge that some of these interventions (e.g. outdoor lunches) are not possible in
colder weather. The recent increase in case rates in the community are having an impact, even at the elementary level.
My son's class was recently excluded for two weeks following identification of a positive case. (I applaud his teacher for
doing an amazing job with remote instruction via Zoom with extremely short notice.) While his class was distance
learning during the exclusion period, we were notified of three more cases and class exclusions at the school. This
updated count does not appear to be reflected in the WCSD coronavirus dashboard, so I am concerned that the difficulty
keeping up with information extends to providing current case counts at our schools.
As cases are surging in our community, while contact tracing remains difficult, and as individual classes and entire
schools are temporarily shifted to distance learning via exclusion on short notice, let's give the community the chance to
catch up and prepare for a safer return to school in the new year.
Thank you,
Sarah Cummings
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rhonda Howe
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 2:56 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Distance learning

Before you vote tonight.
My main concern is the Health and Safety of the children in our community.
With the child abuse cases increasing, suicide and depression growing daily it is imperative our children remain in
school. The mental health of the our children I believe is the most important thing to be considered before closing. I am
sure you are all aware of this and feel the same.
I would prefer my own kids stay in school. I’d rather them miss a of couple weeks for contact tracing then weeks to
possibly months. My kids want to be in school, they need the structure and the assistance with one on one learning from
their teachers.
With the contact tracing, not knowing exactly how it works. Can it be changed around to if their is an exposure and
someone is Covid Positive, also either person or persons have been closer then 6’ without a mask to each other they are
considered high risk and excluded.
If there is an exposure and both parties are wearing their mask and 6’ apart consider that low risk and watch for
symptoms and they are not excluded from school. That may cut down on some of the contact tracing work. If there are
parents not comfortable with that they are still able to do distance‐learning at home. The other parents can choose to
send their kid to school knowing their is a possible risk.
When subs are not available is it possible to consider combining smaller classrooms.
Is is possible to reduce some of the requirements for subs to get more applicants thru?
Is it possible that anyone in the school district that is not in a pivotal roll day to day can help out in schools and
classrooms including staff at the main building.
Or asking retired teachers to come back with some sort of compensation?
Could the volunteer policies be changed so parents can come in and help manage classes?

Rhonda Howe

Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Bryan Vetrano
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 2:56 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Distance Learning

Please consider keeping schools open. The stats still show they are not impacted and are making a full recovery and are
not the ones using hospital beds. It is imperative they be in person. It is impossible for working parents to manage.
There are repercussions to distant learning. They are impacted in depression, health and their education. We are a
upper middle class family well equipped with an education and still I feel my family suffers through distance Learning
because we work. My kids end up anxious and frustrated on these days. Also consider these more severe impacts: that
boy was recently killed in our county at home during a digital day. If he had been at school that day, it may not have
happened. He was left home with that man because he didn’t have a safe place to be. I am sure there are many more of
these cases out there. I’m sure there are many children relying on that safe place to be. Thanks for
listening. Shutdowns are not showing long term that they will get us out of this pandemic. These kids will be one that
can fight this pandemic with antibodies and have an educated society to bring into the future.
Bryan Vetrano
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nicole Hewitt
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 2:57 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Today’s decision on closing schools

Dear Members of the Board and Madam Superintendent; My name is Nicole Hewitt. I’m sure you know I’ve already
emailed each of you asking you to please consider allowing elementary schools to remain open. I understand the
concern in the rise of COVID‐19 cases in our community and how the increase in cases and back up in contract tracing
can cause issues at schools.
I have to say I am so impressed with my daughter’s school and the amount of time and effort they have put into making
this year the best it can be.
I am fortunate in that my daughter enjoys school, she does well in school and she learns easily. We were able to
navigate distance learning last year and for the smoke days this year but I need to express how difficult it is for
Elementary aged children to engage in distance learning, navigate the software required for distance learning and to
really understand what they’re being taught through a screen.
I understand that the board needs to make some tough decisions to help mitigate the COVID situation, but I ask that you
please consider trying to allow Elementary schools to remain open while opting to put all middle and high school
students on distance learning. I understand these children also want to be and deserve to be in school as well, but the
fact is they are better able to succeed at distance learning, they know how to navigate the software and can engage
actively in the lessons.
Thank you for your time and each of your efforts this year.
Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rebecca
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 3:02 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Keep schools open

Hello,
I am a full time worker who has a 5 year old in kindergarten. If you close schools I’ll have to pay to put her on a daycare.
This is an extra $700 a month. How is that fair to working families. Help should be provided if you do close them.
Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kerri LaFerriere-Hooper
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 3:04 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Washoe County Schools

Please do not shut down our schools. The closure in March was a mess and even now with the Hybrid program for
middle and high school, I feel closing them down will do more harm in the long run to our children. They need the social
and academic interaction. I would hope you would consider a case by case shut down. For the elementary and middle
schools my children attend, there has on been 1 and 6 cases since August.

Kerri LaFerriere-Hooper | Executive Assistant
To help protect y our priv acy , Microsoft Office prev ented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

100 West Liberty St., 12th Floor | Reno, NV 89501
Caesars Entertainment
www.caesars.com
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Krause, Scot M
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 3:24 PM
Public Comments
substitute pay and retention

Board of Trustees,
Many of the letters you are reading are important and about the near future. My topic is also important due to
current circumstances and amplified by the struggles facing our district, but it is an issue that the district has
effectively ignored for some time but hopefully ready to acknowledge. I am writing about the treatment of
substitute teachers in our district, especially with regards how they are paid.
Our substitute teachers work incredibly difficult and unpredictable jobs every day, and quite simply, their pay
does not even come close to reflect that dedication. I didn’t substitute teach for very long, but I can tell you that
it is exhausting. You don’t know the students, you didn’t prepare the lesson-if there is one, and the students
know they are unlikely to see you again, which leads to all sorts of potential challenges with classroom
management. Add a payment scheme that this community should be ashamed of and it is not even slightly
surprising that our district is struggling to hire enough substitute teachers during a global pandemic-we can’t
even do it during a typical year!
The fact is that many WCSD staff and community members expressed concern over the low number of
substitute teachers this summer. We knew that with a growing pandemic, our district was going to be in a bad
position to get substitutes into classrooms. We were ignored. Despite your ambitions of in-person and hybrid
instruction, the district has failed to hire enough substitutes for our in-person and hybrid instruction models that
require many exclusions of staff due to COVID. But, patronizingly, we were told to not worry, as many
substitutes had signed letters indicating their intent to return for the 2020/2021 school year. Of course, we
pointed out that those letters were signed before increases of positive cases. Yet again, we were told to not
worry. Is now an appropriate time to worry?
I have had to give up my preparation periods too many times this year to cover for excluded teachers. It is
unfortunate that the board has failed to listen to teachers on this subject. The issue of teacher exclusions
would be much less problematic had this concern been taken seriously.
Each time there isn’t a substitute, which is often, teachers get paid $40 to cover each class. At my school, this
equates to five classes, meaning the district is splitting $200 between five teachers for every time we can’t find
a substitute. Six teachers didn’t get a substitute at my school today, so that means $1200 will be spent at my
one school today. What about the rest of the district? This is an absurd waste of money when you could raise
daily substitute pay substantially and still not exceed what you are paying teachers.
The extra pay I am earning must come from somewhere, and that "somewhere" should be diverted to pay
substitute teachers more. I will continue to take those sub jobs, but wouldn’t you rather I spent that time
planning lessons, communicating with parents, and working with my colleagues? When I go into a classroom
to substitute, it isn’t at the beginning of the day when I have time to read sub plans. I am entering the
classroom with the students and reading the sub plans while students wait. It is not only a waste of money, but
it is also inefficient and detrimental to our students.
Closing schools and going to distance learning while leadership in congress continues to fail with regards to
stimulus spending on people (not businesses-how are we still talking about trickle-down economics and bailing
out the business class?) is not ideal, but neither is keeping the schools open when there are increasingly fewer
adults able to run the school. However, paying your employees appropriately is possible and well within your
1

purview. Our substitutes take on challenging jobs every day, and the board should be figuring out a way to
show appreciation beyond the common perfunctory appreciative remarks about district employees at board
meetings shortly followed by actions negating those remarks. With more substitutes, it would be much easier to
keep schools open during these trying times.
Scot Krause
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Robert Michalowski
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 3:31 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Public comment

To the Washoe County School Board of Directors,
I am an employee of the District currently excluded. I had close contact with another employee who has tested positive
for COVID. At 60 years old with hypertension I am in the high risk group for developing COVID. My wife is
immunocompromised. If she developed COVID it would be devastating.
By education I am a Microbiology and Chemistry major. I worked in the clinical laboratory for years before joining the
District. I have studied Epidemiology and Immunology, so I do have a working knowledge of what is currently happening
within the District and the Community as a whole. Epidemiology 1A states that to control an epidemic or a pandemic you
have to keep people separated. The infected need to be isolated from the healthy and treated. The healthy need to kept
separated to keep them healthy. Our in person teaching model is a recipe for disaster. Children are either refusing to
wear masks or are wearing them improperly. Enforcement is non existent.
I urge the District to adopt an distance learning model. From my undergrad work I remember my early childhood
development and child psychology. This will be challenging for our students, but children are resilient, they will adapt and
overcome.
Sincerely,
Rob Michalowski
Bus Driver, Transportation
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Nicole Widdis
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 3:34 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Distance learning opinion

Good evening,
I am submitting this comment with respect to the anticipated discussion this evening regarding possible distance
learning for Washoe County. Respectfully, as a local parent, business owner and supporter of my daughter's public
elementary school, I would ask the Board to make every effort to keep our children in school. My field has been
deemed "essential" (though I believe all jobs are truly essential). I cannot adequately run my business and
facilitate distance learning for my 8 year old. This also forces me to bring her into my place of business, which does little
to protect her.
I believe the social and educational impact of distance learning last school year is going to adversely impact my child and
other children on their education trajectories for a long time. The longer we keep them out of school, I fear the greater
impact on their educational and social development. I also am incredibly impressed with the teachers and
administrators who have made schools as safe as possible for our children.
I hope the Board will make every effort to keep our children in school and avoid switching to a complete distance
learning platform.
Sincerely,
Nicole Widdis
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

DAYNA BERRY
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 3:34 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Please Do Not close schools!!

Hello WCSD Board of Trustees,
I am writing to ask that the Board of Trustees votes NOT to go to full Distance Learning. Distance Learning is not a great
way for our children to learn, especially for Elementary aged children. The amount of COVID cases in the schools
currently does not justify going to Distance Learning. Contact tracing is not the responsibility of the school district. If
this recommendation is truly due to contact tracing then the Governor needs to close ALL businesses and have another
lockdown. Why should our youngest populations suffer for the county’s lack of resources for contact tracing? Contact
tracing only helps minimally anyway so it is silly to close down schools for this reason.
As others have said, The CDC, Pediatricians and Governor Sisolak all agree that children need to be in school. I agree as
well. Children learn best in a proper school setting with with a qualified teacher, not behind a computer screen or tablet
or a packet of papers.
It also causes a major hardship for working parents to manage Distance Learning while working full time both remotely
and if they have to report in person. Sending children to other places for care during that time exposes the children and
the parents to more possibilities of contracting or carrying COVID‐19. Also, transitioning children from school to home
to another caregiver and back to school in short intervals is a difficult transition on young children. Keeping at least
Elementary schools in person would be best for the younger ones. Please at least keep Elementary schools open and in
person full time.
Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.
Dayna Berry
Sent from my iPhone
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Good Evening,

My name is Morgan Kolvet and I am a mother to children attending three schools within Washoe
County School District; one in elementary, two in middle school and one in high school. My
husband and I both work in essential businesses, my profession being in the medical field. My
plan was to attend this meeting in person to deliver my public comment however my work
schedule does not allow me to attend at 4:00 pm, my comment is lenglhy but I feel very
important to express, so I appreciate the time it will take to read my comment.

It is my understanding that Superintendent Kristen McNeill is recommending to go fulI distance
learning from December 7,2020 to January 19,2021; citing the purpose for the move to full
distance learning "an overwhelmed health district that has not been able to keep up with contact
tracing or testing".

I am against this recommendation for several reasons, the number one reason- children should
not have their education negatively altered due to a lack of frrnding or staffing within the county.
For the other reasons I will attempt to be brief.
Contact Tracing:
Contact tracing goes as far as each individual is willing to participate, support or supply. Which
has resulted in even the CDC reporting it is only partially helpful. It's a heroic notion to want to
track down and stop the spread down to each positive but it's not realistic.

My personal experience with contact tracing:

mandatory l4-day self -isolation. Sx days is a long time when children are attending
before/afier school care, extracuruicular acttvities etc.
informing me of my daughter's possible exposure, as well as informing me that my
daughter did not have to test unless exhibiting symptoms, nor did her siblings or parents.
Her siblings were allowed to attend their schools, her parents allowed to attend work.
Therefore, the only individual self-isolating in a household of six, was one child.
messages over the self-isolation period asking

was no and that was that, no further

if symptoms were present, my response

follow up needed.

If you take a minute to really consider the logic behind one family member out of six being
required to self-isolate but the others do not? If my daughter was truly exposed and a potential
positive, she would then most likely spread it to her family who were told to not self-isolate.
To save time and energy consider altematives to the contact tracing efforts. If the Health District
is truly overwhelmed change the process within the Health District, not the way the children are
leaming.

If a student is positive,
symptoms.

send the Self-Isolation email, leave it to the family to report changes in

The Health District states there is a tracing app called COVID TRACE.
Maybe take the time educating and encouraging families to use the app to lift burden from the
Health District. Perhaps, use this as an incentive to stay in school, such as "the more families
who use the app the less of burden on the Health District and kids con stay in school".
Safe

Learning Environment for Children:

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION - there
many
are
subsections but in order to be brief I'll touch on the NRS that declares the schools and
district must provide a SAFE AI\[D RESPECTFUL LEARNING EI\wIRONMENT.
Per Nevada Revised Statues CHAPTER 388 - SYSTEM OF

IN NRS 388.132: "The Legisloture declares that:
I . Pupils are the most vital resource to the future of this State;
2. A learning environment that is safe and respectful is essential for the pupils enrolled in
the schools in this State and is necessary for those pupils to achieve academic success and meet
this State's high academic standards".

Currently children are struggling learning via "distance education", many children are absolutely
falling behind socially, academically and overall suffering mentally. In turn, the response to
COVID19 by WCSD is jeopardizing the future in many ways. How is WCSD in compliance with
providing the children a safe leaming environment when they are providing no environment at all,
how can WCSD guarantee a safe environment when they are not learning in person?

Mental & Emotional

Full Distance:

This request to move to full distance leaming is taking place during the holiday season and
something I urge the board to consider; many children within WCSD do not have the best "home
life", these children attend school with excitement of feeling important, wanted, loved and safe, by
their friends, peers and teachers.
The holidays can be diffrcult for many children for all sorts of reasons, and to take away their safe
zone during this time a year can be mentally and emotionally devastating. These children look
forward to Holiday crafts IN CLASS, they look forward to Holiday Parties IN CLASS (though yes
the parties this year look different).
For Middle School and High School while they may not craft or party during their school day, they
are growing socially and academically prepping to attend high school or college, with the lack of
proper instruction even now being seen in hybrid models, it is causing students to fall behind
academically. Additionally, the social dynamic at this age is ever more vital to their mental wellbeing and support at these ages; the absence of which is causing depression and other negative
cascading effects from isolation and lack ofathletics or other extra-curricular activities.

Looking at the days at hand, if we do not move to Full Distance leaming the students will return
to school for only 14 school days, but those days are leading up to the Christmas Break and days
that they will be allowed to enjoy with their friends and teachers while learning in a safe
environment. They will then have a 17-day break before returning on January 4th. That is almost a
3 week break for students, which should be plenty of time for WCSD to reassess and adjust a
process as well as allowing the contact tracing to be less overwhelmed on pediatric case
investigators.

Phvsical Damage Full Distance:
WCSD has made effort to provide meals for families during the Full Distance Leaming.
These meal pick-ups have been designated to certain locations and times. I personally am aware
of several children that their parents are unable to attend and the children have had to go without.

I personally

have provided food to several children after becoming aware of the situation. I've
spoken with several parents who would like to attend the food pick-ups however many cannot due
to their own work schedule. I have not gone and picked up food from these sites for my family,
however I can say I wouldn't be able as I work in Carson City and would not be able to leave work
to attend a pick up, deliver to my children in NW Reno then go back to work, it is not feasible.
What do you propose for these full distance days and the children, if their parents are working and
they are a family in need, they are getting left behind - again.

CARES FUNDING:
Washoe County received a little over ten million dollars to allocate specifically to public health
safety,pgyiagfor contact tracinswithinthe school district. quarantine facilities, regional homeless
shelter, PPE as well as other items.
Separately, in August $82,028 was allocated to provide services to in person leaming remotely,
and in the same month one million dollar was added to specifically use towards tackling testing
and tracing. In October two-part time Employee Health Nurses for WCSD were hired to manage
employee absence, educate staff and attempt to minimize spread of the virus.

While members of the Health District commented that the CARES Relief firnding will run out
once we reach 2021, there are still resources available, and additional hiring would be done on the
county level and addressed as such.
Our children should not be denied the right to proper education due to staffing issues at the
county level.

COVID-l9 ReDortins:
While Washoe County Health District employee Kevin Dick comments on supporting school
closure, his district fails to properly educate the public on COVID-I9 Cases.
On the Washoe County Public Health District website there is no information regarding the
severity of the positive cases.

My question to Kevin Dick why are you not breaking down your positive cases on your website
displaying the Asymptomatic Positives? The Mild cases? This is information that the public
should know and be educated on.

As of November 23, there were 397 new positive cases reported (which was 500 LESS new
cases than on November 2l). How many of the new 397 are reporting Asymptomatic,
information the Health District is not relaying to the public, why?

Our total positive tests in Washoe County total22,407. (some of which are residents that do not
live in Washoe County) The deaths are sadly at246.

In20l9 a report was done by Washoe County Health District on Influenza between week 40 and
week 50. In a ten-week span, 49 people died of P&I (Pneumonia & Influenza) this is roughly 5
people per week in Washoe County. As indicated in the reporting for week 50 of 2019,120
overall deaths in Washoe County were submitted, which reflected a P&I ratio of 4.2olo that was
BELOW the epidemic threshold set by the CDC.
In 47 weeks of COVID19,246 individuals have died from "Covid-19 Complications" this is
roughly 5 per week in Washoe County. Washoe County Health District is NOT reporting the
number of overall deaths being reported on a weekly basis and comparing them to the COVID19 deaths. What would the epidemic threshold be if that were truly being reported?
Yet, in 2019 there were no school shut downs, no mask mandate.
Below, I have included a snip from Washoe County Health District report regarding
INFLUENZA hospitalization rates from 2016 to week 50 2019.

During these times, no masks, no school closures.
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In summary, I am requesting the Washoe County School Board members really consider the long
term effect the children have if you move to a full distance leaming again, from every aspect. I
request you take into account the recommendation by our Governor who has firsthand,
experienced COVID-I9 and still urges schools to stay open allowing the children to have in
person leaming. Please consider an altemate route to Contact Tracing such as sending out
materials for the parents to download the trace app and help lift burden and keep the kids in
school. As a parent, as an individual in the medical field, as a community member of Washoe
County I urge you to find alternative routes instead of removing the children from school. Those
lease vulnerable among us to this virus should be given a chance to salvage their education and
their futures while still remaining to be safe; both can be accomplished and keep schools open.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Morgan
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jamey Taylor
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 3:40 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] No distance learning

These kids need to be in school. Havent they had enough taken from them this year? Both my kids have an IEP and get
services at school during distance learning dont receive them. Half the time they dont get direction from teachers during
distance learning. My kids need to be in the classroom, please dont do this to them. Please dont mess with their
education. I chose to have my kids in school full time the same way parents chose to have their kids home. Trust in
parents judgement of what is right for our kids.
You have postponed school sports for no logical reason and now you may take it away from them. You really are
messing with kids futures.
Do not switch to full distance learning if you care about my kids futures and education. My boys want and need to be in
school.
Thank you
Jamey Taylor

1

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Geary, Michon
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 3:41 PM
Public Comments
Hello I am a teacher in WCSD

I mean this in a calm and respectful way.
I think because of the health threats to ALL with Covid‐ 19, teachers should teach in a distance model.
I am currently teaching from my own home. I teach 4th and 5th grade English live on Zoom and Teams. I use my teachers
manuals and my students have their English books/consumables, a notebook and writing materials. I post my
assignments through Teams. I create assignments through OneNote using a snip tool to add our
educational curriculum, even creating my own practice sheets in Word.
Using Zoom or Teams, my students share their screens and I can take remote control of their screens showing and
helping them learn to access their homework and reading materials through Benchmark.
It does take a little more patience, kindness and love to get the, and sometimes myself, up to speed. It is not easy. Now
we are up to speed and teaching is fluid.
My students and I look forward to getting together on zoom. We are funny with each other. I know their parents and
they get on to say hello.
We fully engage with each other and have built incredible relationships. One of our students has taken us across the
United States with a “Hot Spot” as his father is driving him to Massachusetts.
It is working. Students are learning. It is good.
On another point: There are so many aspects to teaching with testing, MTSS, behaviors, creating lessons, grading,
communication, infinite campus, progress monitoring, differentiation, meetings, paperwork, etc. I understand we will
need our Spring Break; 1. To catch up on work and 2. Save our mental health.
Thank you,

Michon Geary
2nd grade Teacher (now 4th and 5th)
Robert Mitchell

1

DAILY REMINDERS:
‐ Wear Face Coverings At All Times
‐ Maintain Social Distancing
‐ Wash Your Hands & Use Hand Sanitizer
‐ Help Keep Our Facilities Clean
‐ Perform a Self‐Screening Every Day Before School/Work
#washoehands
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Serina Haines
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 3:45 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Kids in school

Can we please keep kids in school until the end of the year? And then start distant learning in Jan? The Governor said he
wants kids in school for mental health purposes.
I've seen my kids do distant learning due to covid and it was horrible. My youngest is not his snuggly loving 6 year old
and my oldest has turned into a troubled 2 year old. When they finally were able to go back to in‐person their smiles
were huge and they became themselves again. These kids NEED the in‐person interaction with teachers and other kids.
Please at least consider finishing this year out in person and then start distant learning in Jan.
Thank you,
Serina Haines
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Courtnie Reyes
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 3:47 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] School board meeting

Hello,

My name is Courtnie Reyes, my son is a 3rd grader at Sepulveda Elem.
My son had fallen severely behind in reading with the distance learning change last school year. this year I chose to put
him in a in class learning schedule where he is also receiving tutoring 2 days a week by his teacher for free (she is a god
send). Changes to the schooling structure like going to full distance learning with not only hurt my child who is doing
better with reading and is more confident in him self now, but it will hurt a lot of kids like him who are trying to learn
and succeed. Our children’s education, a full time, in school, structured education is essential! I tell my son school is his
job, it’s his job to get up get to school learn and get an education. Shutting the schools down tell our children that they
are not essential that Them striving in life by getting a good education is not essential. While their parents go out
everyday and take the risk, leaving our children at home sometimes alone, to teach themselves.
Daycares have been open, child care centers have been open the entire pandemic so why are our school aged kids the
ones to suffer?
Please make a decision based on all children and all of the importance their education is to them, is and our futures.
Thank you,
Courtnie Reyes
Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ceccarelli, Natalie
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 3:55 PM
Public Comments
School Closures

As a teacher in the district, I understand the difficult position the school board is in. However, after reading the RGJ
article ‘5 Things to Know Before the WSCD Meeting’, and learning that ‘school is a safe place and schools are not closing
due to COVID safety concerns’, it saddens me that we are only making this choice because ‘the health department can
not keep up with contact tracing.’ This is not the fault of our students or our families. They have done everything we
have asked them to do in order to keep schools open and safe, and now we are just going to shut them down because
the Health Department can’t keep up? That is NOT in the best interest of the students and it is NOT the safest choice for
them. With working parents, students will either be home alone, go to daycare (which carries and equal, if not higher,
risk), or older siblings will be taking care of younger siblings. Furthermore, it said that the health department will need
20 more contact tracers to keep up with the demand, but that is unlikely to happen because CARES Act money will not
be allowed to be used in 2021. This means that nothing would change by the January 19 return date, so would we just
keep students out of school? I understand staffing and closing schools is an issue, but elementary schools have only had
one shut down (due to a teacher case, not a student case) and most schools have had less than 10 cases, and some have
had zero. It is not fair to do a blanket shut down, especially for our youngest and most vulnerable students. Please
consider that this choice should be made on a case by case basis and should depend on student safety, not on funding
that we (per usual) have no control over.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Gauvain, Alex
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 3:56 PM
Public Comments
Public Comment 11-24-

Public Comment 11‐24‐20

Dear Superintendent McNeil and Board of Trustees,

I am giving this public comment to urge you go to full distance learning until the numbers are below the at least
12 on the WCSD risk meter. I urge you go into full distance learning not one week after Thanksgiving break, but one
day. Deciding to go back one week after students return from their Thanksgiving gatherings is startling, and I am not
sure why it has taken you so long to have this recommendation presented to the board. Superintendent McNeil said that
we simply do not have the resources to stay open. Question: When have we ever had the resources to deal with
keeping our schools open?
I am currently in my second week of quarantine after testing positive for COVID‐19. I am the 3rd staff member to
get it at Agnes Risley. There is no doubt that I got this at my school, considering the precautions I take outside of
school. I have had no less than 2 students a week who are out on exclusions. Science has shown us, that children under
10 CAN carry and spread the disease. Also, staff ARE exposed to one another no matter how much you want to believe
everyone is social distancing and wearing a mask properly. Now, 10 days after my first symptoms I am still wheezing and
feel an endless pressure on my chest.
I have passed this disease onto my partner who, as a Pilates instructor, has lost two weeks of income at this
point. She has also lost her sense of smell and taste and as a natural perfume business owner, she is in jeopardy of no
longer being able to make and sell her perfumes. By refusing to close down when we crossed the “high risk” threshold
of 12 on your Risk Meter and worked at a 17‐18% positivity rate you have made the decision to risk my health, and the
health and income of my partner as collateral damage.
The staff at my school sat by, nervously waiting as we saw other members of our staff either excluded or testing
positive. I was basically just waiting for my turn and then it happened. So I ask you, what is the acceptable number
positive cases or exclusions at a school that would shut it down. Last week and this week we have 3 teachers out. So
what is your magic number. When is the collateral damage too high in your opinion?
You say that student’s mental health depends on us being open. Agree. You say that the parents need to go to
work. Agree. You say there is no substitute for in person learning. Agree. But, we are in an unbridled pandemic which
our president, and our state, has done a horrendous job mitigating and eliminating. Sacrifices must be made in these
times, but why are you always seemingly willing to sacrifice the mental health and safety of your employees overall?
I believe that staying open this long has contributed to Washoe’s numbers soaring so high. Please transition to DL
immediately. Do not wait until another staff member or student gets sick.

1

Alex Gauvain
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Gina L. Riggi
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 4:05 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Distance Ed

If we go on full distance learning on December 7, 2020, what will be the metrics for returning to campus after the
January 19th date?
Thank you,
Gina Riggi
WCSD Teacher
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Brian St. Louis
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 4:14 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] My son.

I do not want distance learning. My 17 yo son has learning disabilities and distance learning hurts him. He has been
going every day to school at Damonte Ranch because of his learning disabilities. He has also gone to school on
Saturdays.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

grace paikos
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 4:15 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] School Closure

To Whom It May Concern:
My husband and myself are essential workers, we have worked this entire pandemic and cannot afford to send a
second child to daycare for full time if you send the children back to distance learning. So what I want to know is who will
we be reimbursing us for this additional cost? I don't have the luxury to stay home and I don't have family who can take
care of my kids when I'm working. Hopefully, there is another option because this is not it. Thank you for listening.
Sincerely,
Grace Wright
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Kate Krieg
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 4:20 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Please close schools earlier

As a member of this community, I feel it is imperative to protect our teachers and other members of the community. If
you plan to close schools, please do so prior to the 12/7 date you have set and do so immediately after the Thanksgiving
holiday. Many members of our community will be gathering for this holiday, and may become exposed. That is why it is
so important for schools to shut down immediately after.
I recognize the hardship this may place on parents, however our public health and community is so important. Please
make the right, timely decision to stop the spread of COVID‐19 in our community.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Luis Galvez
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 4:25 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Luis Galvez Public Comment

Hi. My name’s Luis Galvez and I’m a senior at Reno High School. I’m here to urge the board to keep schools
open for the remainder of the semester.
When schools first closed in March, my peers and I all struggled with school. For the past twelve years, we’ve
been accustomed to in-person learning; having that face to face interaction with our teachers and with our
peers, using collaboration creatively as a learning tool. A switch to full distance learning would not only create
a greater sense of boredom and confusion, but it would also leave us with the perception that everyday was
just like the last; staring into a screen doing nothing but busy work for eight hours everyday. THIS is the reason
the suicide rates of our students is higher than it has ever been before in regions of Nevada where schools are
closed.
For any reason, students should have distance learning as an option. But this type of learning shouldn’t be
mandated, especially in a time that’s crucial to students like me going into college. The opportunities that we
have at school would no longer exist, and the resources we need, such as teachers and counselors, would be
harder to access.
The tools that I need to reach personal success are found inside my school, and many of my peers would
agree. Please consider keeping schools open.
Thank you.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Ritenhouse, Kristin
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 4:33 PM
Public Comments
distance learning

Dear Board of Trustees,
As a parent, I hate to ask for schools to temporarily close. My children, ages 12 and 14, need to be in schools, but the
need to keep the community safe is greater. Let me tell you my recent experiences which I will try to keep brief.
First, I received a call Saturday asking for my son to be quarantined due to a Nov. 9 exposure – that was 12 days into the
14 days of quarantine. During those 12 days, he was allowed to attend small group gatherings as allowed by the
governor, but we would have never put others at risk had we known of the exposure. We wear our masks and wash our
hands, but he was a risk to the community and could have been a spreader.
Two, as a teacher, I was also exposed Nov. 9 – although I have yet to receive a health department notification. For the
next few days I wondered if my headache and sore throat were allergies or COVID. Finally, on Saturday I called the
district hotline, explained the exposure, my symptoms and desire for testing. Finally on Monday morning I called the
secondary line. I was told, “You will just need to wait your turn.” She explained the three nurses for the district couldn’t
possibly be expected to meet the demand. What? I thought that was the purpose of the district hotline. I suggested I
would go to the county on my own and was told I should wait for the school district contact. Finally, on Tuesday, I called
my doctor and was tested that day. I was negative, but what concerns me is that the district system in place cannot
meet the demand.
I don’t feel like I am at my best during distance teaching. I don’t feel my kids, biological or my students, are at their best
right now, but if we’re going to stay healthy as a community and not fill a parking garage with sick people, the schools
need to step up and shut down.
Thank you,
Kristin Ritenhouse
Kristin Ritenhouse
Sixth Grade Lead ELA/SS
National Board Certified Teacher
Marce Herz Middle School
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Joseph Maez II
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 4:33 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Decision to Move to full distance on December 7th.

As a parent of two highschool students at McQueen and a spouse of an elementary school counselor, I am strongly in
support of temporarily moving to full distance December 7th or preferably November 30th, for all grade levels. The
WCSD has done an excellent job to date on managing this ever worsening pandemic and providing our kids in person
education. However, we are clearly at a breaking point as a community on the Covid‐19 spread.
The community spread does not just impact highschools, it clearly affects all grade levels as parents,
family members, and others in a students circle get exposed. Unfortunately human behavior seems to indicate this
will only get worse before we get better. Please note that many cases are not on the WCSD dashboard
because there is either a lag in reporting or the cases were determined to not have occurred in school.

I see many parents are most concerned about the closure of elementary schools due to issues of providing day care for
younger kids. Also, many parents are concerned about the impact on young learners. My argument on those
sentiments is now is a time for us as parents to step up and help our younger students navigate the distance learning for
a few weeks for the sake of our community's vulnerable population. Many of us did this last spring and have during the
hybrid off days. We as parents should not rely on schools to babysit our children, but expect a solid education in a safe
environment. What better lesson to teach our children, but to sacrifice a bit for the community good.
Best of luck and thinking as you consider this critical community issue.
Joe Maez

‐‐
Joseph Maez, P.E.
Tritan Consulting Services, LLC
To help protect y ou r priv acy , Microsoft Office prev ented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

michelle
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 4:35 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Social distancing while teaching

Dear School District:
I have been subbing at different schools and I am guessing that the reason the cases of COVID‐19 are increasing is
because no one has addressed the rule of social distancing when teaching the kids, I notice that teachers hover over kids
and they do hand over hand with them to teach them writing. Also they do hand over hand to teach kids how to cut. So
lots of staff seem to be getting the virus. And yet, I have seen even Pre K classrooms where they do a good job
maintaining social distancing. It is absolutely very possible to do. For all the different grades, maybe there could be
more step by step videos for the big screen showing kids how to write and cut and for those kids who are having a lot of
trouble, parents could make a point to teach that skill at home also. It may not be the best situation to teach writing
sitting at a distance holding up a white board when tutoring for kids who are struggling but it is a doable solution and
right now it is so important to save lives. I feel that there needs be a clear rule in place that says no hovering over kids to
teach them writing and cutting. Making such an adjustment in our schools may help save people from getting sick.
Michelle
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Romana Dvoran
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 4:37 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Board of Trustees Meeting (November 24)

Good evening,
My name is Romana Dvoran, and I am a member of the Nevada Youth Legislature, representing the youth of
senate district 13. On behalf of students, I urge the Board of Trustees to implement full distance learning as soon as
possible, and to not wait until December 7th. As many other public commenters have already said, it is illogical to force
students to go to school the week after Thanksgiving, as it has become obvious that many people will not be following
guidelines due to the holidays and will instead visit friends and family. This means that many students will be exposed to
COVID‐19 and therefore requiring in‐person learning will endanger even more students.
While I understand the position that students need socialization, and many of us (including myself) learn better in‐
person, these things don’t outweigh our safety. This school district has emphasized safety in many other areas with
varying levels of success, so I wonder why you have been hesitant to act on this issue with accordance to the
recommendation of scientists that have been studying this virus, it’s spread, and it’s effects.
Having discussed this issue with my classmates and and other youth, most of us agree that the best course of
action at the moment that will ensure the safety of students, teachers, and other school employees is to implement full
distance learning. The COVID‐19 numbers of infected people have been exceptionally high for this county, and it is my
opinion that you have frankly disregarded the standards you yourselves have set (two weeks of high numbers, I believe)
that would require schools to implement full distance learning.
Thank you for your time.

1

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jennifer Mirich
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 4:48 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Public Comment 11/24/20

Dear district,

I am the partner of a 5th grade teacher from a Title 1 school in Washoe County. I am a 43 year old Pilates and Art
Instructor. I have contracted Covid 19 from my partner who knows he contracted it from his school as we know 10% of
the staff at this time contracted this virus at their place of work. I am here to tell you my recent story, and that you are
playing Russian Roulette with people’s lives, monetary stability, mental health and mortality. Right now I am over the
worst of the symptoms, but have experienced several meltdowns thinking I could die, or end up with worse symptoms
down the road such as the "Long Haulers" have.
I have taken every safety precaution since the onset of this pandemic, and now I live in fear of what my partner with
bring home to me. Now my nightmare has come true. I don’t want to eat, and have gone into a dark depression. I’ll tell
you that I am a perfumer and cannot smell nor taste, can you even imagine how that feels? There could be long‐term
damage from this disease to countless children under the age of 10 like delayed cognition, heart issues and damage to
organs, and you are treating the cases as a numbers game. All of our lives are under the thumb of institutions such as
yourself.
You are dismissing the strong direction of the Washoe Health Department by functioning over what was first allowed
at 12% then became14% since reopening, and now an alarming 17‐19%! What will it take? People in the street from all
sides warring with each other more than they are already? Countless folks out of work, and dying? I cannot help my
mother who’s mother just died this week, nor could I be a safe haven for my parent’s this last week when a fire broke
out and almost burned down their home, because I am in a 14 day quarantine!
I have also since exposed not a couple, but literally 33 of my clients mostly over the age of 60! I am out of work with
no money, and have contributed to the stress of many. Many parents and others need a school for their children, for
their mental benefit, food and safe shelter, but what about the health of the only people who are on the frontline of this
and their families? Is my mental health and physical health not as important, and are you going to help pay for my long‐
term healthcare? Is my partner going to feel responsible for my health or possible death even? I am speaking for all
here.
Children will survive well enough with further help put in place for small pod learning, etc. Schools must be closed,
and parents given the help they need. Parents don’t have the means to help me or our community, and why should
they? It’s up to you to provide help. Countless times I hear about lack of funding, and it’s a monotonous explanation for
the worst in pay for educators, the lowest of school ratings in the country, and now lack safety in a pandemic. We all
know why numbers are skyrocketing, and you, WCSD, have your fingerprints all over it.

1

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Theresa Bohannan
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 4:54 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Public comment for 11-24

Dear Board Members,
I am submitting a public comment in support of moving to full time distance learning. It is unfortunate but given the high
community spread it is in the best interest of children.
My son has attended virtually since the start of the year and I believe there are significant differences between the
education he receives compared to those who attend in person. I believe the WCSD should consider how they will treat
this cohort who are not equally accessing education. Parents are doing much of the educating with little to no support.
There should have been more resources dedicated to ensuring teachers had the training and resources to deliver a
quality education.
Thank you,
Theresa Bohannan
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From:
Sent:
To:

Freeman, D'Anna
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 5:09 PM
Public Comments

I am a current employee and I work with special needs students. If you decide to close the schools down you need to do
it without economically decimating the support staff and the transportation staff.
Also, there should not be any political activities happening in school just as there should be no religious activities
happening in school. It is not our job to teach these kids what to think it is our job to teach them how to think.
Thank you for your time.
Get Outlook for Android
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Donald GT Gallimore, Sr
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 5:17 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Data Collection 11-24-2020

Afternoon
I have known for decades that the advent of the internet would bring massive data breaches, false information, illicit
content, cultural bias and many other issues that are intertwined.
Certainly, information is key to all education, but cannot structurally override the first priority: Safety for our children!
Why does "Protect Nevada Children' even exist? We're here to protect Nevada children and maintain a high alert for
student safety.
Mr John Eppolito, PNC founder, endured countless obstacles attempting to obtain a few files of his children's academic
and conduct records when a small request turned into a large,9 year, statewide situation where John and I appear to be
Nevada Department of Education adversaries. Would I have ever thought of that.?
As a result, we have become citizen lobbyists, legislating education because, in this case, many officials refuse to
protect our students from an unquestionably dishonest and greedy internet culture.
At each federal court session, the CEOs lie in America's face sying that
they only keep a minimal amount of our data. Immense amounts of student data is contracted to remain private and
held in secrecy. It is not!
The United Kingdom, Vermont, New York and California are leaders in arresting the practice of internet corporations
breaking data collection rules and contracts, which is breaking the law. Contempt of court is the lying part of breaking
the law!
DOE must address the costs and benefits of collecting and maintaining ALL student records for lifetimes, especially
when the WCSD's mission statement stands with Social Emotional Learning (SEL), a Eugenics creation, meant to help the
profitable student to prison pipeline..
John and I know safety is compromised, systematically organized to take everything from kids. This student data is
often taken by global governments, like a China, where they scavenge American student information, like with the sale
of Kahoot and Edmodo, meaning that a government like the Chinese has American student's data.
No more child
privacy! No more safety!
Women and men continue to think information overrides safety. It does not!
Taking childrens' data is not OK!
That's why Protect Nevada Children exists!!!
Appreciate your time

Donald G.T. Gallimore Sr.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Tuesday, November 24, 2020 5:18 PM
Public Comments
Tamison Irwin
[EXTERNAL] Possible School closures

Please do not close the Washoe public schools. It will do more damage than good to the students. I have a
granddaughter in Brown school and have seen first hand the comparison between distance learning on shut‐down days
and in‐ school learning. There is no comparison; the high level of education that occurs within the classroom under the
expert tutelage of her educational professional is ten times more effective than home schooling, despite careful
attention by myself, her mother, and the teacher who spends much time and effort preparing online exercises, but they
just do not hold the attention of a student the way the teacher does in the classroom. I fear that additional school
closure will create an entire generation of less literate and math‐ deficient children.
I am a UNr emerita working as a volunteer educating teachers in earth science and we emphasize hands‐ on in‐person
learning as the most effective way to educate. With the proven science of low Covid transmission among young children,
I cannot see justification in jeopardizing their literacy at a critical time in their lives for very low possible Covid risk.
Thank you.
Daphne laPointe retired
UNR emerita
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Trainor, Michael
Monday, November 23, 2020 10:31 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Keeping schools open saves lives

Dear Board Members,
I implore this board to keep school open. In person education is an essential service provided by this school district. Its
value outweighs the risks posed by the COVID‐19 virus. Many of us fear the lasting repercussions of social isolation,
depression, substance abuse, and suicide, more than the virus. These are not hypothetical afflictions. They are part of
our daily lives and they are more deadly than COVID‐19. Please realize that we are ALL suffering, not from the disease,
but from the preventative action put in place by well meaning people in positions of power. The evidence does not
support closing schools. Before you make this decision, I ask the board to consider the real harm being caused by
remote education and to support a decision to go to full remote with data showing COVID poses a greater risk than
suicide, drugs, depression, and abuse. While I don’t know how many school age children have died since March of
COVID, I do know the harm of isolation. We struggle each day against depression and where that may lead. For us the
cure is worse than the disease.
Regards,
Mike
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Michelle Simmons
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 5:33 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Public Comment 11/24/20 re 4.06

Dear Trustees,
Please don’t take away our Spring Break! As a family we made the choice to go full distance with our two
children before school started in August. My son is a 4th grade distance learner at Hunsberger Elementary
School and my daughter is a 10th grade Edgenuity/Stem student at Galena High School. My children have
attended their respective programs since day 1. They, along with their classmates and teachers have made
enough sacrifices to create a cohesive, positive learning space in an environment that is less than desirable.
They have earned their vacation! I can’t say specifically how many kids at Hunsberger are distance learners,
but I do know that 1/3 of Galena students are DL. Why should any of these families have to sacrifice their
vacation so that others can catch up? These kids and teachers don’t need time to ramp up. They’re going full
speed and have been for months. Please do not take away their time to clear their minds and be kids.
Sincerely,
Michelle Simmons
Parent and President Galena HS 5 Star Boosters/PTO

1

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Chris Dennewitz
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 5:33 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Distance learning

My student attends SSHS, not a single one of his teachers has ever offered any type of zoom or video class. The district
has completely failed our students!
And stop thanking each other over and over again, the public gets it..... you all think your're great.
Chris Dennewitz
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jennifer S.
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 6:22 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] RE: Changing to full-time distance

Hello,
While I understand the concerns regarding contact tracing and staffing, I respectfully and wholeheartedly disagree with
the proposal to switch to full‐time distance learning, especially for the remainder of the semester.
This change would occur just two weeks before the end of the semester, forcing us to have to figure out to administer
finals online. Why not have us finish out the semester in the current hybrid schedule and consider starting spring
semester in full‐distance?
I believe that our children should be in the classroom full‐time, each and every day. Many students, for various reasons
and despite our best efforts, are not engaging in their distance learning. This is negatively impacting their learning and
will continue to affect their learning in the future.
I believe that the majority of students would be better served in a full‐time, in‐person learning model. This would not
only ensure their academic learning, but would also ensure that they are abiding by rules during that time frame (i.e.
mask wearing and social distancing). It would also benefit their social and mental health, which shouldn’t be overlooked
during these times either.
I understand the concerns. I truly do. I have children at both the high school and middle school level. My high schooler is
in the hybrid model while my middle schooler is everyday because of the program he’s in. I see, each and every day, the
difference that this has in our students.
I’m also in the classroom everyday myself. I see the struggles our students are having. These struggles, as many of us
know, come in many forms: their mental health, the loss of socialization and athletic, the loss of their safe place, the loss
of regular meals, and the loss of access to a normal education.
I know these decisions are not easy to make. I just wanted to let you know my perspective as a member of this
community, as a mother, and as an educator.
Thank you.
Sincerely,
Jennifer S.
Get Outlook for iOS
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Serena Herup
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 6:33 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] COVID Regulations and Closing

WCSD Board of Trustees,
I am not just urging, but begging and pleading you to please make the appropriate decision to move all schools in the
district to Distance Learning for the remainder of the semester. This is it. The final straw. Your employees are now not
just burnt out, but incredibly terrified for their safety and the safety of their families. Your students and families feel the
same. Yes, we all want to be in school and we want to keep our economy open, but it is no longer safe. Safety is primary
on Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs. Students cannot learn, succeed, or thrive without feeling safe, and neither can
teachers. Please hear our cries, we do not feel safe, by any means. Once students and teachers feel safe, we can focus
on giving the absolute best distance learning education that we can, but we cannot do that until we feel safe. Students
will build more rapport when feeling safe and free, and will have more ability to come to teachers about their mental
health and safety when they are not worried about being 6ft apart, and communicating through layers of masks and
shields. These are necessary to make in person learning work, but that’s the exact point. In person learning isn’t
working, not like this, not with so much fear, anxiety, and distance. I beg of you to please hear our cries and move to
Distance Learning for the safety of our schools and our county. Thank you.
Sincerely,
Serena Herup
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dawn Gearhart
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 6:51 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] School closures

I have been reviewing the public comments and it is really noteworthy and incredible the amount of comments we have
from Gomm. So remarkable to have your disportionate input. Is it your fortunate low CoVid numbers? Your reliable
internet access? Your availability in general?
The health department should be making these decisions for more reasons than a "Gommer" could identify (e.g.,
doctors, psychiatric professionals, mental health specialists). It is a health crisis not an education crisis. We have had
an education crisis for YEARS and no one has seemed to care much about that. WCSD has been the lowest rated for so
many years that I cannot help but wonder, why do you care now? WCSD has been failing for YEARS. Meaning, look at
any special education assessment and you will find us ranked 45‐50 at the bottom.
What is so difficult about this decision? Why can't we all agree that we need rapid testing, tracing, and adherence to
basic procedures to keep us ALL safe? Distance education has been a nightmare here because WCSD has not put in the
ground work and fidelity to make sure that it was viable. You left it to the students and the parents to just 'figure it out'
and that has always been a disaster.
Our community cannot support students going to school. Because we don't have the testing or the tracing. Realize this
and do the right thing. For once, do the right thing.
Dawn Gearhart
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Jennifer Delaney
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 7:00 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] WCSD in person learning

Dear School Board,
I would like to thank you for your time and what you do for our community.
I would like to express my concern with the intention to move all children to distance learning. Just a few weeks ago
Superintendent Dr. Kristen McNeill defended the decision to maintain in‐school education. This was defended because
the school district believes in the system that was created to keep our kids safe. And as a parent, I agree with the reason
to keep students in the classroom. The schools maintain distance, they segrate the students, everyone wears masks,
and if a COVID case is present in the school measures are taken appropriately.
The school district needs to urge the community that they are responsible for keeping our schools open. COVID is not
spreading in the schools it is being brought in from the outside. That is what needs to be stopped and the community is
responsible for making this happen.
Students will SUFFER if they are unable to attend in‐person education. Children will be left home alone because their
parents have to work, students will not be educated if they don't have access to the internet or a computer, some
students need food and while WCSD tries to alert families of the food options now parents have to drive somewhere to
get the food. What if they can't do this. We need to think about the safety of our children ‐ in school they are SAFE. We
need to keep them safe and we employee the school district to ensure this happens.
Please don't move to full online learning ‐ it isn't learning and it isn't safe. We as a community need to identify the root
cause of the COVID cases and we need to focus our attention to remove those risk factors and I don't believe removing
the students from school is the answer.
We as a community need money for our schools. We need more teachers and more space for classrooms so we can
keep students separate and controlled.
Thank you for allowing me to express my concern tonight.
Jennifer Delaney, MPH
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Batchelder, Jennifer
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Toole, Lorraine
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 7:10 PM
Public Comments
Many Emails

Good Evening,
We have sent many email...
Sorry that they haven’t been addressed. The 2% that effect SLES from Antelope Valley is enough for you to change, but it
is not enough to change for the middle school??
The parents of Antelope Valley don’t want to move their kids from SLES. That is where our school family is.
Our bus route SAVES the district money not sure why no one can see that.
Lorraine Toole
Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Rodriguez, Amanda
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 7:49 PM
Public Comments
resources stretched so thin, can we help mitigate this problem?

With resources at hospitals, testing for covid, contract tracing and substitutes to cover classes. Why are we going to add
to this problem? Why oh why send students back to school after Thanksgiving break. So concerned that WCSD is adding
to the problem of rising numbers. Please reconsider students returning to school next week.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Riley Wing
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 8:04 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Question

Greetings All,
How can we prove that school numbers are lower? Parents send sick children to school every year. They know that
saying they are close contacts will lead to schools being shut down, so they are incentivized not to.
Please keep us all safe by switching schools to distance learning, effective immediately. I have heard of far too many
people who will be gathering for Thanksgiving.
Since students are not tested, “they are isolated,” our numbers of positivity cannot possibly be accurate. Therefore, we
cannot say that they are less than in the community.
Thank you,
Riley Wing
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Perona, Carlyn
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 8:40 PM
Public Comments
Special programs continue in-person

If the decision to go distance learning is approved, would it be possible for specialty
programs, such as CLS and Strategies be allowed to continue in-person? Most of these
students are high risk as is. However, many of the students who attend these programs
cannot get onto Zoom or Teams independently and must have assistance the entire time
of the learning time. This is difficult for parents to facilitate, especially if they are
working. Those students who need assistance will not attend distance learning and will
not get any specialized instruction.
If just those programs can be allowed to attend in person, we will deliver specialized
instruction and those students will benefit.
Carlyn Perona
NVHS CLS Program
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mckenzie Caldwell
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 8:43 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Opening

So have kids come back for a week after thanksgiving to infect everyone and then distance? Makes no sense!!!!
Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tuesday, November 24, 2020 8:49 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] School Sanitation

Hello,
My huge concern is my daughter's school has had multiple quarantined, and though I was contacted twice there were
times before when I was not and my daughter had to tell me. That is discerning as a parent. Lastly is when quarantine
happens why is the school not closed to sanitize the whole school as we know Covid spreads. I also have crew who have
gotten letters saying that they have been exposed to someone who tested positive and they have to quarantine for two
weeks. Yet you don't provide a test for them and then they can't work and lose money, that helps their families and
help them. This is not good. And I truly believe distance learning is a better choice, kids can still connect with friends
through zoom and social distancing outside. I do think schools will need to be in contact with families that need more
assistance and maybe keep one or two open for those who have no other choice but as a majority we should be on
distance learning.
Misty Dunlap
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tara Johannessen
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 9:15 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Fwd: Students/COVID

Hello,
> I beg you to help keep our schools open. More damage will be caused by closing the schools. Distance learning is
not working. If we do not have a choice about distance learning please require teachers to be on the zoom meeting the
whole day teaching. Not just a few hours. Tax payers should get our money back due to the decrease in teaching and
the money saved by not having the children in school. I have had to pay for private teachers to help my child to learn to
read and write. Children need to be in school. I feel helpless and the children are the one that are going to suffer.
>
> Thank you
>
> Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Gorsett, Heather
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 9:16 PM
Public Comments
Caleb

I see that Caleb is against distance learning. I do understand the complications of this issue for families and teachers
alike. However, I would like to know what he and the state plan on doing to help with the coverage of classrooms? If we
are to remain open either full‐time in person or hybrid what is their PLAN to keep classrooms open? Is it to keep pulling
people from the green house? Take interventionist? ELL teachers? Other staff?
Talking about doing an out reach to get emergency guest teachers is not enough. There should be an actual plan in order
to keep schools open and not just stating “this is something we should discuss further“.
I look forward to answer/comment on this

Sent from my iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tuesday, November 24, 2020 9:21 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Keeping schools open in spite of covid-19 spikes

It appears that the governor and his COVID team (including Mr Cage) have discussed the problems associated with the
situation in Clark County, regarding mental health, illustrates the inadequacy of mental health care in our state. It also
does NOT address the issues in Washoe, including lack of adequate timely testing, contact tracing, and availability of
subs. The situation is clearly getting worse, and placing staff and students at risk. The rates are well above what should
trigger a switch to Distance Learning.
I am speaking as an individual and a teacher who has been in the classroom since August.
Phil Kaiser
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Aaron Fuentes
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 9:27 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Edgenunity

Hi I was wondering how the grading for the high school distance learners was gonna be this semester. There’s not very
much information on that topic. And I also realized that there are many students and parents with the same question.
Can the board clarify this issue?
Sincerely,

Aaron Fuentes
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Cortez, Carlos
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 9:31 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Question for The Board

Hi there,
I have a question.
I have a student in High School and in Elementary School. Suppose the model were to change allowing Elementary
Schools to stay open and for Middle and High schools to close and switch to the Distance Model, would it be possible
to fully switch my student in elementary school? How will contract tracing work in specific schools now that there's a
smaller range?
Carlos Cortez
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Suzanne Lewis
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 9:31 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Comment on School Opening

Dear Trustees,
As a parent with a child attending online learning due to two high risk family members, I feel that keeping schools open
makes our community less safe. Our hospitals are about to fill up. We have a small health department and they said they
can't adequately contact trace. Since they prioritize schools, there is no hope for contact tracing in the community.
I know that you care about kids and families. However, it is not safe for anyone if our hospitals fill up.
Thank You,
Suzanne Lewis
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Matthews, Kelly J
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 9:33 PM
Public Comments
Distance Learning Plan

Board of Trustees,
As you make your decision to move forward with in person learning or to transition to distance learning, I
would ask that you fully consider a few things. First, if you choose to continue with in person learning,
acknowledge you are making that decision to provide daycare for elementary schools, and you are making
that decision with no thought to high schools. I know you all like to pat each other on the back for how well
we are doing with in person learning, but we are not. High school hybrid learning is a mess. There is no
consistency. Many students and staff have been excluded more days than they have been in person. Second,
do you honestly believe schools are as safe as what you are told in these meetings? My school has had two
students, that we know of, come to school AFTER testing positive. The numbers on the district homepage do
not align with any schools. You all continuously say it's not the schools spreading covid. It's the community.
Well, where do you think our students live? In the community! They are exposed, and then they bring it into
the schools. They drive to school together with no masks. They eat lunch with no masks, and they pass it to
one another. Please stop saying schools are so safe. Third, if you choose to move towards distance learning,
please reconsider the recommendation to be in person next week. You will be making the decision to subject
staff members to one of the largest covid exposures since you recklessly made the decision to reopen. We all
watched the numbers increase significantly after Halloween. Why would you think this wouldn't happen after
Thanksgiving? Personally, I received 15 emails, since Friday, from different students requesting work because
they were leaving the state to visit family for Thanksgiving. I know I'm not the only teacher in this district who
received emails like that. Obviously, not all students are following the recommendations from our governor.
The high schools have been teaching/learning hybrid since August. They do not need a week to prepare. They
are prepared. You have all made numerous decisions in the past few months that were NOT in the best
interest of the teachers. Please do not let this be one more.
Thank you
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Evans, Keli
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 9:54 PM
Public Comments
Idea

Please don’t make use wait a week. One day prep...for in person teachers only, to give out supplies and talk to parents
via zoom to answer any questions. Set high expectations for teachers, must be in the building, am/pm zooms, 2 videos a
day teaching material and weekly phone calls. We are talking about one month DL, not the entire year. Students with
special Ed would have a zoom at their normal meeting time with special Ed teacher.
Get Outlook for iOS
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Tuesday, November 24, 2020 9:55 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] K-6 Exclusion

By excluding K‐6 from full district learning you effectively create a situation where young students continue to bring
home the virus, and where you selectively continue to expose teachers to a potentially fatal virus.
Provide full distance learning options after 5:00 pm. This provides a viable solution. The teachers would welcome this as
opposed to dying.
Brian Bass
Mobile Message
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

McClure, Nicole
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 9:57 PM
Public Comments
Keep Elementary in Person

I just feel like it needs to be said that not all teachers feel afraid to be at school. Not all of us want to be teaching from
home. I know most of the teachers I have spoken with in Elementary are so excited to be in person. We need to be
together! The kids need to be in person to learn to their fullest extent. We learn better together. Please don’t believe
the comments being made that all teachers feel like they don’t want to return to school or that we feel like we are not
safe. That just isn’t true.
Nicole McClure
Kindergarten Teacher
Sent from Colby's iPhone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Heather Onas
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 10:15 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Public comment 11/24

It was just said that distance learning is detrimental to all elementary students, that students will learn less via distance
learning than in person learning. If this is the case then why was distance learning offered as an option? My 2 children
are doing full distance learning currently (2nd and 5th grade) and thriving. It is very demeaning to hear distance learning
being talked down upon. It is an insult to parents who chose it and to teachers whom are teaching it.

‐Heather Onas
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Simone Weaver
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 10:18 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Distance Learning

Hi Simone Weaver parent to 2 students within WCSD a middle and elementary student. I believe your decision to go
distance learning should be an all or nothing decision. Even if you shift staff to elementary schools, I beileve the
disruption of multiple guest teachers changing within a classroom setting can be just as challenging for students as
distance learning may be and it also submits the students to more possible exposures. As well we are going into the
holiday season when social gatherings will continue and the possible spead will increase. Washoe county does not have
adequate testing and contact tracing at this point.
Thank you,
Simone Weaver
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Adam
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 10:20 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Elementary

You all need to remember that the exclusions aren’t going to stop. Saying distance learning is going to affect them the
most is absurd. Consistency is more important. My son is full distance, and the same teacher is so important. He still has
friends. But going back and forth with no notice is going to hurt them more.
Stop placating the parents who need babysitters in the name of the children. Teachers aren’t babysitters. I want my kid
in person school, but the current rules, out of your control, won’t allow that. Consistency is so important. Go full
distance until a vaccine. All arguments against don’t understand the excluded requirements and what that means.
Adam
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sandra Herman
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 10:37 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Fwd: Public Comment for meeting today--re: hybrid, distance learning, state of our kids
education

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Forwarded message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐
From: Sandra Herman
Date: Tue, Nov 24, 2020 at 8:56 AM
Subject: Public Comment for meeting today‐‐re: hybrid, distance learning, state of our kids education
To: <Kmcneill@washoeschools.net>, <ataylor@washoeschools.net>

Good Morning,
I continue to be a very concerned parent of 2 children in the WCSD. I am going to assume my
comments will not come as a surprise to you all.
My children are not learning at home. The last 3 months of the last school year, students did not
learn anything new. This year we have been doing the hybrid learning model, with multiple smoke
days that led to more distance learning and 6 days of full distance learning b/c the health
department was and is so backed up on contract tracing, they closed our school (Galena).
My children have spent 60%, probably more of their time distance learning. Distance learning
means they are learning at a distance—at home, just not in the classroom. My children are doing
independent work for the most part—worksheets, read this and answer these questions and
turning them in. This is not distance learning. They are not learning a thing.
Typical distance learning day for my 9thgrader.
Get’s up and checks in. By the way, checking in isn’t the same for each teacher and sometimes it
changes. Sometimes he has to wait upwards of 20‐30 minutes to get an assignment. On a good
day his assignment will take 15‐20 minutes—and that would mostly be for math. Often in math,
his distance learning assignment is to check in and then there is no assignment because the
teacher is teaching a new topic and she wants to wait for them to do the assignment until she has
taught it in person. So, my child has 90 minutes of nothing to do. Today’s assignment is to
complete a study guide for a test that we can’t have (was supposed to be earlier this month) b/c
we did 6 days of distance learning and now the test is after break. We are not moving along to the
next unit, we are doing the study guide that was assigned almost 2 weeks ago. So, again, not
much progression in the learning department here. There are no zoom sessions or online group
1

lessons being taught via teams, no video links. I will say for math we have had a few videos to
watch, not many over the past 14 weeks.
Health—90 minute class with assignments that take on average 15 minutes. Usually read a
chapter then find answers or read an article and summarize.
English—read and answer questions, study vocab words. Doing a worksheet on Irony or the Greek
classics is tough, there isn’t discussion, group work, zoom, or video meetings of any kind to toss
around the topic at hand. They have had a few long term projects. This past one did have some
steps with assignments due to help prepare for the writing assignment.
Freshman Seminar—well this is the biggest waste when we are not in person and not much better
when we are. My son typically has no work to complete or get help on during freshman seminar in
person so sits for the entire class period, probably on his phone. There is no teaching of any
kind—seems like such a waste, what an opportunity to review general topics or teach how to
balance a checkbook or SOMETHING. At home, another 90 minutes of no learning
Weights—well, he is an active kid so thank goodness I have no worries here, he is getting the
activity in and then some
Biology‐‐‐our teacher has tried to do group channels but you can’t force the other handful of
people to participate. She is active in there. No zoom, no video meetings other than a check in or
two if you have questions. We use an online book that is a struggle for some learners, including
my son.
Spanish—at home, usually a quick assignment with minimal learning of Spanish in my opinion,
create a SWAY with 5 slides using the words from the list. Google translator is the go to for my
son, do a worksheet. No zoom, no video lesson, no group interaction. So, 75% of the class time is
left over.
Are you seeing a pattern here? I am guessing while at home, outside of weights/activity, my
9thgrade son has maybe an hour of work to do a day. It is hard to get him to get into school mode
for 15 minutes, then get out of that mode, than try and wrangle him back in, and so on. He often
argues and battles with us. I guess we must have drawn the short straw when it comes to teachers
who are truly doing some teaching while the kids are at home. There are some that are doing it,
why not most all teachers when appropriate/applicable?
We have teachers who are still allowing kids to turn in an assignment due Oct 23rd. We are almost
2 weeks into doing the same assignment in math right now. HOW ARE OUR CHILDREN NOT
FALLING BEHIND? And if they aren’t falling behind which I truly don’t’ believe, then why are they
going to school for 6.5 hours, when it seems they can get their “learning” done in a few minutes
each period when at a distance. Well, they are not.
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My 9thgrade son is not an independent learner. These assignments are not touching the 4
different learning styles. It’s mostly read/write. My son has become lazy, doesn’t see the value in
school at a distance, and I tend to agree.
The lack of consistency in teachers teaching is unfair and unacceptable. We are 14+ weeks in, I am
tired of hearing our teachers are making progress every day. Well, not my kid’s teachers. And why
do some get to not really teach? This is on you WCSD.
I do feel for the teachers, it isn't easy but to think it is okay for some to do a stellar job and some
to just upload worksheets is unacceptable!
How can you possibly think that giving finals is appropriate based on what is going on right now?
Pass fail is the right answer here.
We need to be IN PERSON ALL THE TIME. You have seen the data. Why isn’t this an option????
Please figure out how to protect the teachers so they don’t have to sit out for 14 days. If a student
does need to sit out, that is on them. They aren’t getting covid at school, it is outside of school.
If you move to full distance, you need to step up your game! Teachers need to teach, we need to
go back to all students on 1 day, not the hybrid model when we are all at home. Teachers need to
interact, learn the system, and you, WCSD need to support that. We are too late in the game, get
them trained for goodness sake. Not at their pace, at your pace which in my opinion was 14 weeks
ago!
I am not even going to go into the mental and emotional side of this because I know you know. It’s
time for action, the kids are suffering,
My vote: Kids are in school every day, normally. Second choice, AM group, PM group, they get the
4 main subjects in person every darn day. Math, Science, History and English. Then if they are AM,
in the PM, you can do distance learning for the electives and 2ndary classes.
Protect the teachers so they don’t have to go out for 14 days. I am not sure what that looks like
but I am willing to brainstorm with you to make something happen.
The hybrid model is not working, and I know you know it. We need to do better and I know we
can, it is our obligation as educators. And yes, I was a teacher, and at one time a sub in WCSD.
I don't envy the decisions you have to make and I appreciate the time you put in. PLEASE, help our
children.
Sincerely,
Sandy Herman
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Angela Schalla
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 10:50 PM
andrew.caudill@washoeschools.ne; Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] 5th grade cold springs middle school

Will the 5th graders be in person still 5 days a week? Right now they are on the elementary model for school.
Angela schalla
Sent via the Samsung Galaxy S10+, an AT&T 5G Evolution capable smartphone
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Renee Becker
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 11:11 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] New Semesters?

How do high school students begin new semesters where they will have new classes they haven't previously attended?
For example my son will have his Algebra 2 second semester along with a credit catch up of Geometry 2 from second
semester last year. This will be a brand new class and teacher for him. How will he get the step by step instructions that
will be required? No clue how you can have these kids start new semesters like this.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sarah Smith
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 11:46 PM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] Distance learning decision

I have sat through this entire meeting and your decision to go to full distance learning for secondary schools is
disgusting. How am I supposed to explain this decision to my son, who is in 6th grade and excluded while his 3rd grade
sister gets to continue to attend. This level of disparity was something you never considered. There was discussion of
the mental health of our children and this is going to add to my sons anger and depression. Again and again WCSD fails
him. Distance learning days are a joke, he get NO guidance or interaction for his teachers, and on “class wide” distance
learning 20 minutes of zoom is still not equal to an in person day.
All of this time you have been telling us how you’re following the recommendations of the experts, I sat there and listen
to all the experts tell you not to put them on distance‐learning and yet you did. Your resources are stressed the entire
community resources are stressed. Once again you are failing out children. Once again you have made a decision that
will have far more negative impacts than positive. Because I have been listening to this entire meeting, I know you
heard all the same arguments I would make to you. I’m so tired of you failing out students on such a district wide
level. My level of disgust and disappointment in your blatant disregard of recommendations to stay in school is
indescribable. Your decisions are impacting our children negatively both academically and mental health wise. I know
that next I vote if you are an incumbent you will not get my vote and most likely I will strongly advocate against your re‐
election.
I understand that I’m just another angry parent, and you will say this was a hard decision, and I don’t believe you. I think
you knew exactly what your decision would be before the meeting even happened. This is a farce and your
transparency is a joke. Your complete disregard of those telling you to stay in school makes me sick.
Sarah Smith
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Sindar-House, Joyce
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 11:59 PM
Public Comments
Start date distance learning

Just go to distance learning on 11/30. It is especially frustrating for those of us who have been excluded on full distance
learning already (SSHS and Reed) to return for one week and then go on distance learning.
Get Outlook for Android
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Pruitt, Keri
Wednesday, November 25, 2020 12:21 AM
Public Comments
[EXTERNAL] What about other special populations

Such as foster youth?

Keri
I am working remotely M‐F 8:00am – 5:00pm until further notice. Stay healthy! 

Keri Pruitt, MPH
Program Coordinator, Educational Liaison
Washoe County Human Services Agency – Children’s Services

350 So. Center St.
Reno, NV 89501

Contact us:

This message and accompanying documents are covered by the electronic Communications
Privacy Act, 18 U.S.C. §§ 2510‐2521, and may contain confidential information intended for the
specified individual(s) only. If you are not the intended recipient or an agent responsible for
delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received this
document in error and that any review, dissemination, copying, or the taking of any action based
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