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Progressive Era 
Unit 3 Study Guide 

 
Part I- Word Wall Terms- Write down 4 key words to describe the Vocabulary Words.   
Progressive Movement                   Corruption                     
Political Machines               Graft 
Patronage                                        Civil Service                 
Prohibition                           Muckrakers 
Initiative                                          Referendum                  
Recall                                  17th Amendment 
Suffrage                                         Square Deal                   
Conservation                        NAACP 
Federal Trade Commission                        19th Amendment                 
Clayton Anti Trust Act             Pure Food & Drug Act                            
Meat Inspection Act               Pendleton Civil Service Act 
 
Part II- Key Individuals- Write down 4 key words to describe the Key Individual.   
Thomas Nast                        William Marcy Tweed                  
W.E.B. Du Bois                       Florence Kelly 
Carry Nation                        Robert M. La Follette                   
Upton Sinclair                        Susan B. Anthony 
Theodore Roosevelt             John Muir                                      
Jacob Riis                                Ida B. Wells                       
Carrie Chapman Catt    
 

Part III- Short Answer  
1. What is patronage and how does it relate to Civil Service reform and the Pendleton Act? 

  
 
 

2. What do the terms corruption, political machines, and graft have in common? Give an example. 
 
 
 
 

3. Explain what the initiative, referendum, and recall reforms were and how they worked. 
Initiative Referendum Recall 

 
 
 
 

  

4. What is a Muckraker and what specific role would he or she play in the Progressive Era?  Give specific examples.  
 
 
 

5. What are the four Progressive Era Constitutional Amendments?  Explain each. 
 
 



6. What were the “square deal” and “new freedom” with respect to the Progressive Era.  Who came up with these 
nifty slogans and how are they ideologically the same? 

 
 

7. How did the Secret or Australian ballot help change city politics? Name one political machine leader and one city 
reformer. 

 
 

8. What were the Sherman Anti –Trust & Clayton Anti-Trust Acts designed to do? How did the Elkins Act and 
Hepburn Act strengthen the I.C.C.? 

 
 
 

9. With respect to health reforms, what was the Meat Inspection Act and Pure Food & Drug Acts designed to do? 
Why were they necessary? 

 
 
 

10. How were the Federal Trade Commission & Federal Reserve Board designed to help economic reform in 
America? 

 
 
 

11. What women were involved in the prohibition movement? What tactics did they use and how successful were 
they? 
 
 
 

12. Discuss the development of and people involved in the women’s suffrage movement? How successful were 
they? 

 
 
 

13. Robert La Follette was involved in state level reforms. Pick one and identify their key reforms. 
 
 
 

14. Although Civil Rights reform was limited during the Progressive Era, how did the N.A.A.C.P. help to fight for 
social & political rights for black Americans? On the same topic, what role did Muckraker Ida B. wells play in the 
awareness of racial prejudice in America? 

 
 

15. How was Social Gospel of the Progressive Era a clear rejection of Social Darwinism of the Industrial Revolution?  
 
 
 

16. Create a list of factory issues in the following factories or industries. 
Meat Packing Plants Triangle Shirtwaist Factory (Textiles) 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 


