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SPARKS WINTER NEWS FROM CJ WADDELL, OUR PRINCIPAL 
Dear Sparks High School Families,  
 
As we begin a new year and a new semes-
ter, I would like to repeat how thankful I am 
to be here at Sparks High School and how 
much I enjoy working with your students 
and with you. Sparks High School is a spe-
cial place and I am fortunate to be the prin-
cipal here. The first few weeks of this se-
mester have been packed with events; 
including sports, Hope Squad Week, Won-
ka Winterfest Week, an assembly, Satur-
day School, and the beginning of our test-
ing season.  
Congratulations to all our winter sports 
teams, as they near the middle of their 
regular seasons and good luck to our 
spring sports teams as they prepare for 
their seasons. I am proud of all our student 
athletes and coaches at all levels for the 
time and commitment they put forth every 
day. Juggling academics, practice, and life 
outside of the school takes a lot of effort 
and dedication.  
As we move forward to the spring semes-
ter, we will continue to focus on meeting 
our school goals of increasing credit attain-
ment in all grades and reaching our target 
of a 90% or higher graduation rate for 
2024. We will also continue to focus on 
increasing our attendance rates and de-
creasing our absences and tardies school-
wide. Our students must be in attendance 
in order to learn and earn their credits to-
wards graduation. Please help to ensure 
your student is attending school. If you are 
concerned about your student’s attend-
ance, please see me, our Attendance 
Dean, Mr. Green, or your student’s coun-
selor. We want to help.  
We will continue to offer Saturday School 
and Spring Intersessions to help support 
your students in earning credits and gradu-
ating. If you have any questions about 

these supports, please contact our Curricu-
lum Assistant Principal, Nicholl Johnson, or 
either of our Deans, Dana Robert or Domi-
nic Green. If you have any questions re-
garding your student’s classes and credits, 
please contact his/her counselor.  
We are honored to have your students 
attend Sparks High School and look for-
ward to our continuing partnership in help-
ing them graduate, prepared for their fu-
ture.  
 
Proud to be a Railroader!  
CJ Waddell  
 
Estimadas familias de Sparks High School,  
 
Al comenzar un nuevo año y un nuevo 
semestre, me gustaría repetir lo agrade-
cido que estoy de estar aquí en Sparks 
High School y lo mucho que disfruto traba-
jar con sus estudiantes y con ustedes. 
Sparks High School es un lugar especial y 
tengo la suerte de ser la directora aquí. 
Las primeras semanas de este semestre 
han estado repletas de eventos; incluyen-
do deportes, la Semana del Escuadrón de 
la Esperanza, la Semana del Festival de 
Invierno de Wonka, una asamblea, la Es-
cuela del Sábado y el comienzo de nuestra 
temporada de exámenes.  
Felicitaciones a todos nuestros equipos de 
deportes de invierno, ya que se acercan a 
la mitad de sus temporadas regulares y 
buena suerte a nuestros equipos de de-
portes de primavera mientras se preparan 
para sus temporadas. Estoy orgullosa de 
todos nuestros estudiantes atletas y en-
trenadores en todos los niveles por el tiem-
po y el compromiso que dedican todos los 
días. Hacer malabarismos con lo académi-
co, la práctica y la vida fuera de la escuela 
requiere mucho esfuerzo y dedicación.  

A medida que avanzamos hacia el semes-
tre de primavera, continuaremos en-
focándonos en cumplir con nuestras metas 
escolares de aumentar el logro de créditos 
en todos los grados y alcanzar nuestra 
meta de una tasa de graduación del 90% o 
más para 2024. También continuaremos 
enfocándonos en aumentar nuestras tasas 
de asistencia y disminuir nuestras ausen-
cias y tardanzas en toda la escuela. Nues-
tros estudiantes deben estar presentes 
para aprender y obtener sus créditos para 
graduarse. Por favor, ayúdenos a 
asegurarse de que su estudiante asista a 
la escuela. Si le preocupa la asistencia de 
su estudiante, por favor véame a mí, a 
nuestro Decano de Asistencia, el Sr. 
Green, o al consejero de su estudiante. 
Queremos ayudar.  
Continuaremos ofreciendo la Escuela los 
Sábados y las Intersesiones de Primavera 
para ayudar a sus estudiantes a obtener 
créditos y graduarse. Si tiene alguna 
pregunta sobre estos apoyos, co-
muníquese con nuestra subdirectora de 
currículo, Nicholl Johnson, o con 
cualquiera de nuestros decanos, Dana 
Robert o Dominic Green. Si tiene alguna 
pregunta sobre las clases y los créditos de 
su estudiante, comuníquese con su conse-
jero.  
Nos sentimos honrados de que sus estu-
diantes asistan a Sparks High School y 
esperamos que nuestra asociación con-
tinúe para ayudarlos a graduarse, prepara-
dos para su futuro.  
 
¡Orgullosa de ser un ferroviario!  
CJ Waddell 
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A MESSAGE FROM MR. GREEN, YOUR ATTENDANCE DEAN OF STUDENTS 
Saturday Schools 

 
  
SATURDAY SCHOOL 
We will be holding Saturday School on February 17 & March 9.  These will be held from 8:00 am to 11:00am in B-Hall. This is 
an opportunity for students to get extra support due to missed instruction. There will be support for all classes. Students must 
come with work from their teachers. 
  
If you have any questions or would like to sign your child up for these extended learning opportunities, please contact the school.  
 
 
ESCUELA DE  SÁBADOS 
Tendremos clases de sábado el 17 de febrero y el 9 de marzo.  Estos se llevarán a cabo de 8:00 am a 11:00 am. Esta es 
una oportunidad para que los estudiantes obtengan apoyo adicional debido a la instrucción perdida. Habrá ayuda para 
todas las clases. Los estudiantes deben venir con el trabajo de sus maestros. 
 
Si tiene alguna pregunta o desea inscribir a su hijo en estas oportunidades de aprendizaje extendido, comuníquese con 
la escuela. 
 

Welcome 2024 
Dominic Green, Attendance Dean of Students 

A MESSAGE FROM MR. KITTRELL 
YOUR ATHLETICS/DISCIPLINE  

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Greetings from The RAIL Center, 
  
Brrrrr, it’s getting cold outside. It’s 
amazing how quickly the northern  
Nevada area can go from 90-degree 
weather to freezing temperatures 
seemingly overnight. With that, I would 

like to pass along to everyone a few 
reminders as it pertains to winter 
clothing being worn to Sparks High 
School this time of year. When the air 
gets colder, it is natural to want to 
wear head coverings to school. We 
encourage our students (especially the 
walkers) to wear beanies and/or other 
items that can keep one’s head warm 
to school. That said, we still have a 
policy in place that prohibits baseball 
style hats being brought to school 
(these aren’t typically worn for warmth 
anyway).  
  
Wrestling and Basketball are officially 
starting!  Hope to see you at some of 
our games.  
  
Proud Railroaders, 
Mr. Kittrell 

  
Saludos de la oficina de disciplina, 
  
Brrrrr… está frío afuera. Es asombroso 
cómo rápidamente el área del norte de 
Nevada puede ir del tiempo de 90 gra-
dos a temperaturas glaciales aparen-
temente durante la noche. Con esto, 
quiero decirles  a todos unos cuantos 
recordatorios con lo que se refiere al 
vestimento adecuado para el  invierno 
aquí en la preparatoria de Sparks. 
Cuando el aire se hace más frío, natu-
ral querer llevar cubiertas principales 
a la escuela. Alentamos a nuestros 
estudiantes que usen  los gorros y bu-
fandas y/otros elementos que puedan 
mantener la cabeza cubierta.   
  
¡Orgulloso de ser un Railroader! 
Senor Kittrell 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE COUNSELORS  

CHECK THE WASHOE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT  
HOMEPAGE FOR DELAYED START/SNOW DAY SCHOOL CLOSURES  

 
 If there are any delays, cancelations or other unexpected 
 changes, WCSD will post announcements at the very top of 
 our homepage at Washoeschools.net   
 
 The District Communications team will communicate any 
 schedule changes to families in a variety of ways: 
 
 The information will be featured across the top of the District's main webpage 

 A phone message will be sent to all parents and staff starting at 6 A.M.  (Please 
be aware that it takes the  

 system a while to send  73,000+ phone calls, your neighbor may get the call before you do.) 

 Local media partners will share information online and over the air.  WCSD will share information on our social media channels. 

Sparks Railroaders—Page  3 

In High school it is extremely important for parents to stay involved in your student’s educa on!   
 
Download the Infinite Campus Parent app: 
 

iPhone:  

 
 

Android: 

 
 
 

Reach out to the school if you need any help logging in.   
 
Your school counselors are here to help connect your students to opportu-
ni es to meet the future that they are looking forward to.  We are happy to 
help with academics, social needs, college planning as well as helping to 
assure that your student graduates.   
 
We hope to work together to assure your student is successful, and we 
can’t do it without your help.   Please work with your student and their 
counselor and teachers to help assure that they are a ending school and 
passing their classes.  Students need a minimum of 23 credits to graduate 
and have to opportunity to earn 6.5 credits each year at Sparks High 
School.  If they fail any class it is very likely that they will need to retake it 
to graduate.   



A MESSAGE FROM MR. KITTRELL,  
YOUR ATHLETICS/DISCIPLINE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

Hello Railroader families, 
  
Sparks has many activities happening in the next few months.   
If your son or daughter is interested in playing basketball or wrestling, please have 
them stop by the Athletic Office for more information.   
  
 

New players need to fill out an athletic packet and pay athletic fees, have a GPA of 2.0 or higher, and 
have a physical in order to participate.  Parents must register the play-
er at registermyathlete.com.  If you have questions, please call Ms. 
Taylor, Athletic Secretary at 321-3137 or Athletic Director Samuel 
Bexon at 321-3130.  
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2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR TESTING DATES, PROGRESS REPORTS & REPORT CARDS 

2023-2024 Academic Warning and Report Cards Issued/2023-
2024Aviso académicos y Reporte de calificaciones   
 
Academic Warnings mailed home no later than/Avisos académicos serán 
enviados a más tardar: 
Feb. 22, 2024 
May 16, 2024 
 
 
Report Cards Issued/Reporte de calcifications: 
April 11, 2024 
June 20, 2024 (mailed home) 
Note—these dates are subject to change/Fechas pueden cambiar. 
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A MESSAGE FROM  
Mr. DOMINIC GREEN, YOUR DEAN OF STUDENTS (continued) 

Attendance 
can be reached 

by dialing: 
321-3130  
extension 
36010 or 
36011. 

Intervention / The Absence Request Form and App (washoeschools.net)  
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A MESSAGE FROM  
Mr. DOMINIC GREEN, YOUR DEAN OF STUDENTS (continued) 

Se puede  
verificar la  
asistencia  
marcando: 
321-3130  
extencion 
36010 or 
36011. 

Attendance 
can be reached 

by dialing: 
321-3130  
extension 
36010 or 
36011. 

Intervention / The Absence Request Form and App (washoeschools.net)  



 
 

2023-24 Break Periods & Holidays, 
Spring Intersessions and Final Exam Dates 

 
2/19—President’s Day 

3/25-4/5—Spring Break 
3/26-3/28 Spring Intersession 

5/29—Memorial Day 
6/5-6/7—Second Semester Finals 

6/7—Last Day of School 
6/21—Report Cards Mailed Home 
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