
SPARKS HIGH SCHOOL FALL NEWS FROM OUR PRINCIPAL  
 
Hello Sparks High School Families: 
  
As we head into the fall season, I would like to thank all 
of our students and families for a very smooth start to 
the 2023-24 school year.  Our students have been more 
than exceptional and learning so much from our  
amazing teachers.  We do have a number of new staff 
members that I’d like to introduce and welcome to 
Sparks High School: 
 
Alyssa Campbell - ELA 
Anna Nachtsheim - Math 
Natalie Harmor -  Math 
Hunter Rauh — Math 
Courtney Kelly—Social Studies 
Zavier Brown—Social Studies 
Tanya Garcia-Varela—EL 
Andrew Gardner—EL 
Tania Harrell—Counseling 
Lourdes Calzada—Mental Health Professional 
Michael Anderson—P.E. 
Jourdan Rowbottom—Special Education 
Norman Enlow—Special Education 
Kayla Albee—Special Education 
Paige McKinnon— Orchestra 
Cheri Fierro—Teacher Assistant 
Jamie Valentine—Teacher Assistant 
Alexis Lowry—Teacher Aide 
Felipe Verdin-Magana—Groundskeeper 
Bartola Hernandez—Bilingual Attendance Clerk 
 
And, please welcome back: 
 
Joey Anglemire—Math 
Brice Shoolroy—Science 
 
All of these individuals bring a wealth of knowledge and 
experience to Sparks High School and will assist us in 
increasing student achievement and growth throughout 
the school year and 
beyond. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
We have had some wonderful events to kick off our 
school year.  On the morning of the first day of school 
we had our Senior Sunrise, which will culminate into a 
Senior Sunset on the very last of day of school.  Our  
seniors were so proud to be wearing their gold crowns 
on that first day of school.   
  
We held our Freshman Assembly and Back-to-School 
Night the week before school started and I enjoyed 
meeting so many of our families that evening.  Thank 
you for attending and please know that we will have 
more family events and functions throughout the school 
year. As our fall sports teams have all gotten their  
seasons underway, I’d like to wish our athletes and 
coaches a successful year in their respected sports. 
  
This year the Sparks High School staff will focus on  
attendance and engagement. In order to be successful, 
students need to be in class and prepared to learn. We 
appreciate anything you can do to be sure your students 
are in their classes every day so that we can support 
their learning. We want to be certain they graduate and 
are prepared for the future of their choice. 
  
Thank you to all of our families in supporting your child 
in their education at Sparks High School.  We are happy 
to team with you. I appreciate you entrusting us to work 
with your students at Sparks High School.  
Go Railroaders! 
  
CJ Waddell 
Proud Principal of Sparks High School 
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IMPORTANT:  School Picture Make up Day:  
ONE DAY ONLY  Sept 29,2023 

SENIORS:   
Last chance on campus for Senior photo & ID Card 
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SPARKS HIGH SCHOOL FALL NEWS FROM OUR PRINCIPAL 
Hola familias de Sparks High School: 
  
A medida que nos acercamos a la 
temporada de otoño, me gustaría 
agradecer a todos nuestros estu-
diantes y familias por un comienzo 
muy suave para el año escolar 2023-
24.  Nuestros estudiantes han sido 
más que excepcionales y han apren-
dido mucho de nuestros increíbles 
maestros.  Tenemos una serie de 
nuevos miembros del personal que 
me gustaría presentar y dar la bien-
venida a Sparks High School: 
 
Alyssa Campbell - Artes del lenguaje 
inglés 
Anna Nachtsheim - Matemáticas 
Natalie Harmor - Matemáticas 
Hunter Rauh — Matemáticas 
Courtney Kelly—Estudios Sociales 
Zavier Brown—Estudios Sociales 
Tanya García-Varela—Aprendisaje de 
inglés 
Andrew Gardner— Aprendisaje de 
inglés 
Tania Harrell—Consejera 
Lourdes Calzada—Profesional de 
Salud Mental 
Michael Anderson— Educación física 
Jourdan Rowbottom—Educación Es-
pecial 
Norman Enlow—Educación Especial 
Kayla Albee—Educación Especial 
Paige McKinnon— Orquesta 
Cheri Fierro—Asistente de Maestra/o 
Jamie Valentine—Asistente de Maes-
tra/o 
Alexis Lowry—Ayudante de Maestra/o  
Felipe Verdin-Magaña—Jardinero 
Bartola Hernández—Secretaria de 
Asistencia Bilingüe 
 
 
 
 

Y, por favor, bienvenido de nuevo: 
 
Joey Anglemire—Matemáticas 
Brice Shoolroy—Ciencia 
 
Todas estas personas aportan una 
gran cantidad de conocimientos y 
experiencia a Sparks High School y 
nos ayudarán a aumentar el rendi-
miento y el crecimiento de los estu-
diantes a lo largo del año escolar y 
más allá. 
 
Hemos tenido algunos eventos mara-
villosos para comenzar nuestro año 
escolar.  En la mañana del primer 
día de clases tuvimos nuestro aman-
ecer de 12 grado, que culminará en 
un atardecer de 12 grado  el último 
día de clases.  Nuestros estudiantes 
de último año estaban muy orgullo-
sos de llevar sus coronas de oro en 
ese primer día de clases.  
 
Celebramos nuestra Asamblea de 
primer año y la Noche de Regreso a 
la Escuela la semana antes de que 
comenzaran las clases y disfruté 
conocer a muchas de nuestras famil-
ias esa noche.  Gracias por asistir y 
por favor sepan que tendremos más 
eventos y funciones familiares du-
rante todo el año escolar. Como 
nuestros equipos deportivos de 
otoño han comenzado sus tempora-
das, me gustaría desear a nuestros 
atletas y entrenadores un año exito-
so en sus respetados deportes. 
  
Este año, el personal de Sparks High 
School se centrará en la asistencia y 
el compromiso. Para tener éxito, los 
estudiantes deben estar en clase y 
preparados para aprender. Apreci-
amos todo lo que pueda hacer para 
asegurarse de que sus estudiantes 

estén en sus clases todos los días 
para que podamos apoyar su apren-
dizaje. Queremos estar seguros de 
que se gradúen y estén preparados 
para el futuro de su elección. 
 
Gracias a todas nuestras familias 
por apoyar a su hijo/a en su edu-
cación en Sparks High School.  Esta-
mos encantados de trabajar en equi-
po con usted. Aprecio que nos confíe 
para trabajar con sus estudiantes en 
Sparks High School.  
¡Vamos ferroviarios! 
  
 
CJ Waddell 
Orgullosa directora de Sparks High 
School 
 
 

IMPORTANTE:   
Imagen de la escuela  
Día de fotografia:  
UN SOLO DÍA 
Septiembre 29,2023 
  
Studiantes de 12 
grado:   
Última oportunidad en 
el campus para la foto 
de Senior y la tarjeta 
de identificación 
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A MESSAGE FROM  
MR. ROB KITTRELL,  
ATHLETICS & RAIL CENTER 
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

 
 Welcome back to a new school 
year! This year in the RAIL Center we are 
excited to welcome a new team member:  
Ryan Ress.  
  
As always, the RAIL Center staff is happy 
to help you in supporting your students.  
  
Rob Kittrell 
Dana Robert 
Shelly Crotto 
Ryan Ress 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clubs:   
We encourage e 
very student at 
Sparks High to get 
involved in a 
club.  We have a 
variety of clubs 
that meet at lunch or after school.   If you 
or your student has a question about a club, 
please contact me or have your student 
stop by the office and see me! 
  
 
Athletics:   
Fall athletics are in full swing!  Check out 
the school calendar to see when our Rail-
roaders are playing home and away 
at   http://www.nnvd1a.org 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Sports being 
played this fall 
are: JV, and varsi-
ty football; boys 
and girls soccer; 
boys and girls 

tennis; cross country; and JV, and varsity 
volleyball. 
  
We will also be getting ready for Winter 
sports.  If your student is interested in 
playing girls or boys basketball, cheerlead-
ing or wrestling, please have them listen to 
the announcements for meeting times and 
open gym hours. 

 

Happy Fall!! 
Rob Kittrell, Athletics & Rail Center  
Assistant Principal 
 
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM MR. ROBERT ALESEVICH, 
YOUR TESTING & BLDGS/GROUNDS  
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 
Welcome back Railroaders!!!  
I am excited to kick off the 2023-2024 school year 
and looking forward to all the amazing things to 
come. My name is Robert Alesevich and I am the 
assistant principal in charge of assessment, build-
ings and grounds and activities.  
 
For those of you who have spent any time around 
our school in the last few months may have noticed 
we have a brand-new track! Work on the new track 
started in early June and I am happy to report it 
came out looking fantastic! Additionally, WCSD 
Capital Projects are at the tail end of an irrigation 
upgrade. Upon completion, our athletic fields will 
get the necessary coverage while watering which 
should keep our fields lush and playable for the 
foreseeable future. We are working closely with the 
school district to always ensure our building gets 
the necessary attention it deserves to keep it  
looking bright, clean and most of all functional.  
 
 

Sparks High School will induct four new members 
to their hall of fame on September 29th at 4:00 PM 
in The Sparks High School theater. The alumni  
selection committee will induct Rob Hastings 
(distinguished faculty), Joe Hardy (class of 1967), 
Dave Tallent (class of 1975) and Charlie Walsh 
(distinguished faculty). Please consider attending 
this special event as the new inductees will be a 
welcome addition to our Sparks High School Hall of 
Fame alumni room.  
 
Please watch this space throughout the year for in-
formation on upcoming assessments and exciting 
activities throughout the 2023-2024 school year! 
 
Robert Alesevich 
Assistant Principal of 
Testing &  
Bldgs/Grounds  

IMPORTANT:  School Picture Make up Day:  
ONE DAY ONLY  Sept 29,2023 

SENIORS:   
Last chance on campus for Senior photo & ID Card 
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2023-24 SCHOOL YEAR TESTING DATES, PROGRESS REPORTS & REPORT 

2023-2024 Academic Warning and Report Cards  
Issued/2023-2024Aviso académicos y Reporte de  
calificaciones   
 
Academic Warnings mailed home no later 
than/Avisos académicos serán enviados no más  
tardar: 
Sept. 20, 2023 
Dec. 1, 2023 
Feb. 22, 2023 
May 14, 2023 
 
Report Cards Issued/Reporte de calcifications: 
Oct. 30, 2023 
Jan. 22, 2024 
April 12, 2024 
June 21, 2024 (mailed home) 
Note—these dates are subject to change/Fechas pueden cambiar. 



Attention Class of 2023 
TMCC and UNR FAFSA NIGHT WORKSHOPS 

 

 
February 5, 2024 

6:00-8:00 pm 
Rooms: B-4 and B-5 

 
 
For more information:  See Ms. Majalca, Career Center Facilitator, in B4. 

A MESSAGE FROM MS. AMY HINGE, YOUR ATTENDANCE DEAN OF STUDENTS 
 
FALL & WINTER INTERSESSIONS PLUS SATURDAY SCHOOL 
 
Fall Intersession:  NO Fall Intersession for 23-24 School Year 
 
Winter Intersession:  Tuesday, January 3, 2023, to Friday, January 6, 2023, from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm.  
Students and parents will be notified of the student’s required attendance to Winter Intersession by December 
23, 2022.  
 
SATURDAY SCHOOL 
Saturday School begins on Sept 9, 23;  & will be held Oct. 14; Nov. 18; Dec. 9.  These will be held from 8:00 
am to 12:00pm in B-Hall. This is an opportunity for students to get extra support due to missed instruction. 
There will be support for all classes.  
 
If you have any questions or would like to sign your child up for these extended learning opportunities, please 
contact the school.  
 
INTERSESIONES DE OTOÑO E INVIERNO MÁS ESCUELA DEL SÁBADO 
  
Intersesión de otoño: NO Intersesión de otoño para el año escolar 23-24 
  
Intersesión de invierno: martes 3 de enero de 2023 al viernes 6 de enero de 2023, de 8:00 am a 12:00 pm.  
Los estudiantes y los padres serán notificados de la asistencia requerida del estudiante a la Intersesión de 
Invierno antes del 23 de diciembre de 2022.  
  
ESCUELA SÁBADO 
La escuela del sábado comienza el 9 y 23 de septiembre;  y se llevará a cabo el 14 de octubre; 18 de 
noviembre 9 de diciembre.  Estos se llevarán a cabo de 8:00 am a 12:00 pm en B-Hall. Esta es una 
oportunidad para que los estudiantes obtengan apoyo adicional debido a la instrucción perdida. Habrá soporte 
para todas las clases.  
  
Si tiene alguna pregunta o desea inscribir a su hijo en estas oportunidades de aprendizaje extendido, 
comuníquese con la escuela. 

Page 5 -Sparks Railroaders 



Attendance 
can be reached 

by dialing: 
321-3130  
extension 
36010 or 
36011. 

A MESSAGE FROM  
MS. AMY HINGE, YOUR DEAN OF STUDENTS 
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A MESSAGE FROM  
MS. AMY HINGE, YOUR DEAN OF STUDENTS 

Se puede  
verificar la  
asistencia  
marcando: 
321-3130  
extencion 
36010 or 
36011. 

Attendance 
can be reached 

by dialing: 
321-3130  
extension 
36010 or 
36011. 
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A MESSAGE FROM  
MS. NICHOLL JOHNSON, YOUR CURRICULUM ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 
 
Sparks High School Students, Parents and Families, 
 
Academic Warnings:   
 
With the semester beginning, it’s time to think about the first grade check in the quarter.  The first Academic 
Warnings give teachers the opportunity to communicate with students and parents how students are pro-
gressing in their classes and if there is a need for any extra help and effort.   
 
Academic Warnings for the First Quarter will be mailed home on September 21, 2023, to students that are 
earning a “C” or lower in a class.  If you have any concerns or questions regarding your student’s progress, 
please contact your student’s teacher(s) or counselor.  It is still early in the semester to provide assistance 
and support so that students don’t fall behind—the end of the First Quarter is October 13, 2023.   
 
Progress Reports: 
 
Progress reports will be issued to all students on Oct. 30, 2023.  Don’t forget to use Infinite Campus to track 
your student’s progress throughout the school year.   
 
 
Don’t have your Infinite Campus password? 
Contact Andrea Gusman, PIF, at 321-3130 extn. 36023 or Claudia Hernandez Juarez, FGA, at 321-3130 
extn. 36013. 
 

 
Need a copy of your transcript?  Need it for applying for a scholar-
ship? Applying at a college or University? 
 
You get 4 of them free per year.  Go to this site and order one: 
 

https://washoeschoolsnv.scriborder.com/   
 
Go in as a current student and order way… 
 
Contact the Registrar, Mr. Shugar, in Counseling Office if you have 
any questions. 

IMPORTANT:   
School Picture  
Make up Day:  

ONE DAY ONLY 
Sept 29,2023 

 
SENIORS:   
Last chance on campus 
for Senior photo & ID 
Card 



CHECK THE WASHOE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT  
HOMEPAGE FOR DELAYED START/SNOW DAY SCHOOL 
CLOSURES  
 
If there are any delays, cancelations or other unexpected changes, WCSD will post announce-
ments at the very top of our homepage at Washoeschools.net   
 
 

 The District Communications team will communicate any schedule changes to families in a variety of ways: 
  

 The information will be featured across the top of the District's main webpage 

 A phone message will be sent to all parents and staff starting at 6 A.M.  (Please be aware that it takes the system a while 
to send 73,000+ phone calls, your neighbor may get the call before you do.) 

 local media partners will share information online and over the air. 
 
WCSD will share information on our social media channels.  . 
 

Your Sparks High School Family Engagement 
Staff: 
 
Claudia Hernandez/ FGA Liaison  
I am the Family Graduation Advocate.  I 
can be found in the Counseling  

Department.  My goal is to provide support to families and stu-
dents, monitor student academics and progress in order to keep 
students on the path of graduation. I will be helping families to es-
tablish a support system for higher achievement. 

 
Thank you & I look forward to serving the Sparks High School 
students, parents, and community. 

Claudia Hernandez 
C.hernandezJuarez@washoeschools.net 
(Direct line) 
(775) 321-3138  
Ext. 36013  
 



 
 
 
 
 

The Sparks High Booster Club 
 

Welcomes you to the 2023–24 School Year 
 
 
Welcome to Sparks High School.  Sparks High School Boosters are here to support all students of Sparks High 
School.  We collaborate with all classes, clubs, and athletics. 
 
Please consider joining the Boosters, if you do you will receive up to 4 passes for your immediate family.  
The Booster club membership passes cost: 
 
Railroader Member: $100.00. Requires no Booster club service. 

 

Gold Member: $75.00 with at least 8 hours of Booster Club service. 

 

Maroon Member: $50.00 with at least 12 hours of Booster Club service. 

 

SHS Member: $25.00 with at least 16 hours of Booster Club service. 

 

Those passes allow you into all home games (Volleyball, Football and Basketball) for free, excluding playoff or cham-
pionship games.   
 
Please return the attached membership form back to Sparks High School in care of the Booster Club. 
 
We are always looking for new members. Members who want to help us move Sparks High School forward. All pro-
ceeds earned go directly back to Sparks High School.    
 
Please join us in making each students experience here at Sparks High School educational, memorable and fun.  We 
look forward to hearing from you.  Please look us up on: 
 
 Facebook,  
 
On twitter @sparksboosters  
 
Or email us at sparksboosterclub@gmail.com  



Sparks High School Boosters 
School Year: 2023-24 

 
SHS Booster Club Memberships are good for the 2023–24 School Year (August 2022 – June 2024) 

 
We would like to welcome you and your family to join the SHS Booster Club and help us support the students of Sparks 

High School. 
 

BOOSTER CLUB MEMBERSHIP COST: 
Railroader Member: $100.00. Requires no Booster club service. 

 
Gold Member: $75.00 with at least 8 hours of Booster Club service.* 

 
Maroon Member: $50.00 with at least 12 hours of Booster Club service.* 

 
SHS Member: $25.00 with at least 16 hours of Booster Club service.* 

 
 

Please make checks payable to “Sparks Booster Club” 
FOR THE ENTIRE YEAR AND IT INCLUDES UP TO 4 IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBERS 

(Each family member receives his/her own SHS Booster Membership card and Booster club Member-
ship admits the cardholder(s) to all SHS Home Athletic events, free of charge) 

 (Does not include Playoff or Championship games) 
 
Student Name: ________________________________ Year of Graduation: __________ 
 
Home Address: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone: _________________________ Cell Phone: ________________________ 
 
E-Mail Address: ________________________________________________________ 
 
 
______________________________________  ______________________________ 
Member Name       Relationship to SHS Student 
 
______________________________________  ______________________________ 
Member Name       Relationship to SHS Student 
 
______________________________________  ______________________________ 
Member Name       Relationship to SHS Student 
 
______________________________________  ______________________________ 
Member Name       Relationship to SHS Student 
 
______________________________________  ______________________________ 
 
 
 

Gregg Shugar (President) phone number 321-3139   
Email – sparksboosterclub@gmail.com 

 
SHS Boosters are here to support all students of Sparks High School.  We collaborate with all classes, clubs and athletics.  

Our goal is to improve each students experience here at SHS. 
 

All Proceeds from Booster Memberships, concession earnings and clothing/swag sales, go directly to the students and 
the school.   We are always happy for new booster members, volunteers or parents to come and help out.  Please become 

a member and help us HELP OUR SCHOOL.   Check us out on our website Sparksrailroader.com 
 

*any members that fail to complete event hours will have all privileges removed until hours are complete. 



 

2023-24 Break Periods & Holidays, 
Fall, Winter & Spring Intersessions and Final Exam Dates 

 
10/2-10/6—Fall Break       1/2-1/4—Winter Intersession 
         1/15—Martin Luther King Day 
         2/19—President’s Day 
                  3/25-4/5—Spring Break 
10/25 NO EARLY RELEASE      3/26-3/28 Spring Intersession 
10/27—Nevada Day Observed—No School    5/29—Memorial Day 
11/11 Veterans Day—No School     6/5-6/7—Second Semester Finals 
11/22-11/24—Thanksgiving Break     6/7—Last Day of School 
12/19-12/21—First Semester Finals    6/21—Report Cards Mailed Home 
12/25-1/5—Winter Break 
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